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Special Holiday Offer 
For SO F Readers 


Check the “Special Holiday Offer” box on the order form below, and deduct $10.00 from 
any order over $40.00! Or, if you wish to preserve the cover of this issue, print your order 
on a separate piece of paper. These savings are available Only to our SOF customers, so 
be sure to write at the top of your order “SOF Holiday Discount”. ORDER NOW in time 
for Christmas. Offer expires January 15,1979. 


Quick Or Dead 

by William L. Cassidy 

The most important book on combat 
handgunning of the decade! Learn all 
the secrets of close-quarters shooting 
from such masters of the handgun as 
Fairbairn, Applegate, Cooper, Askins, 
Jordan, and more. Hardcover. $10.95 



Black Medicine 
by N. Mashiro, Ph.D. 

“A thorough analy¬ 
sis of the human 
body's vitalpbints, 
and how to use 
them." Illustrated. 
Softcover $8.00 




War Story 

by Jim Morris 

The real story of the Vietnam War, told 
by an ex-Green Beret. A gripping tale 
of camaraderie and bravery, of devas¬ 
tation and death, that the news media 
could not report. Hardcover $12.95 



Silencers For 
Hand Firearms 

by Siegfried F. Huebner 

"Comprehensive 
techniques,, draw¬ 
ings and photo¬ 
graphs compiled 
from secret 
sources."- 

$9.95 




How Terrorists Kill 

by J: David Truby 

The most complete study of terrorist- 
employed ordnance ever attempted. 
First-hand interviews with many guer¬ 
rilla soldiers. Over 80 photos. 

Softcover $6.00 


HOMt WORKSHOP GUNS 
* OR OlHNSl ARD RtStSUNt t 


Home Workshop 
Guns for Defense 
and Resistance, 
Vol. 1, The 
Submachine Gun 

by Bill Holmes 

"Step by step pro¬ 
cedure. completely 
illustrated." $6.00 




The Basic Manual 
of Knife Fighting 

by William L. Cassidy 

Cassidy's easy-to-read style is com¬ 
bined with detailed illustrations to 
acquaint the knife fighting enthusiast 
with the methods used by experts at 
this deadly art. 

Soft cover $4.00 



Limited War 
Sniping 

By Peter R. Senich 

"The first detailed 
history of modern 
sniping techniques 
and weaponry.' 

Clothbound $15.95 
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Alive ih the Desert 

by Joseph Kraus 

Presents the survival techniques im¬ 
perative to the health and safety of the 
modern desert traveller, whether hiker, 
four-wheeler, or motorist... complete 
and up-to-date. Over fifty photos and 
illustrations. Softcover $5.95 


Black Bag Owner’s Manual 
Part One 
“Spookcentre” 

Published for the first time, the inside 
story of the deadly business of inter¬ 
national espionage! Includes all the 
sordid details only a special agent 
could know. Softcover $6.00 


How To Kill 

by John Minnery 

This revealing two volume set stands 
alone as the definitive study of modern 
assassination techniques. “The most 
controversial books of the year,” 

VIOLENT WORLD MAGAZINE 
Volume I: $4.00 Volume II: $4.00 
Both Volumes: $8.00 



1979 Paladin 
Catalog 

The most fascin¬ 
ating catalog of Its 
kind available any¬ 
where! Free with 
any order. $2.00 


OTHER TITLES 

Silencers, Snipers, and Assassins .............. $15.95 

Deal the First Deadly Blow ................. $ 9.95 

Assassination, Theory and Practice .. $ 6.00 

The Complete Book of Knife Fighting ... .$10.95 

Kill or Get Killed .............. $15.95 

Ranger Handbook ......... $ 5.00 

Financial and Physical Survival ................ $ 9.95 

Special Forces Handbook $ 5.00 

Mechanics of Subversion $10.00 

Get Tough ... $ 9.95 

Anti-terrorist Operations in Malaysia $10.00 

Handbook on Anti-Mau Mau Operations $ 8.00 
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Soldier of Fortune’s 

Automatic Weapons Editor Says... 



YOU CAN 
BET YOUR 
UFEON 

Tiu-rtoH 


As a former U.S. Army Company Commander in 
South Vietnam and a Class 3 gun dealer. Chuck 
Taylor knows what it means to depend on a 
weapon. 

Thafs why he depends on TRI-FLON to deliver 
unequalled performance and reliability from 
firearms of all kinds. 

TRI-FLON coats the bore and other surfaces with 
a long-lasting film of microscopic Teflon* "bqll 
bearings." Chuck's own exhaustive tests proved: 

□ TRI-FLON cleans 100% of contaminants, includ¬ 
ing primer salts 

□ TRI-FLON reduces leading and fouling 

□ TRI-FLON cuts friction and increases efficiency 
of all moving parts—even on automatic wea¬ 
pons with cyclic rates over 1200 rpm 

□ TRI-FLON protects against rust and corrosion 

□ TRI-FLON makes cleaning easier and'extends 
weapon life. 

Chuck Taylor says, "TRI-FLON cleans and lubri¬ 
cates better than conventional oils or LSA. Ifs the 
very best product of its type now in existence" 


IF YOU DEPEND ON IT, SHOOT IT 
... with TQI IION 

TRI-FLON isn’t just for guns. It delivers the same superior lubrication in hundreds of other 
applications including auto parts, motorcycle chains, fishing reels, power and hand tools, 
lawn and garden equipment, locks, hinges and household appliances. 


For anything you depend on ... 
SHOOT IT with 

TQI-FlON 

The future of 
lubrication 

Registered trademark of E.l. Dupont de Nemours & Co. (Inc.) 
© 1978TheTri-Flon™ Company, Costa Mesa, CA92626 


r-............--------i 

! TRI-FLON CO. 

3180 Pullman St., Costa Mesa.CA 92626 
□ Enclosed is S2.95 plus 50c handling for a trial 90-gram ■ 
I spray can. 

I □ I would like to buy TRI-FLON locally from _ ■ 


■ Name . . .,_ I 

| Address _ _ _ _ _„___ | 

I City.State.Zip. . . .. ■ 

L_-_J 
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Rhodesia - Hypocrisy & Terrorism 

hf Ebbzrt K, Sown 


The clock is running out for Rhodesia. On 1 January 
1979, the reins of government, hopefully, will be as¬ 
sumed by black moderate leaders to be chosen in elec¬ 
tions in December 1978. Rhodesia, henceforth, will be 
known as Zimbabwe. 

There is no doubt that the country’s name will 
change; there is, however, considerable doubt as to 
whether black moderates will be able to maintain 
themselves in power—if elections are held. Especially 
in face of the determined effort on the part of Carter 
and Young and the muddled minds in the State Depart¬ 
ment to force the present black/white transitional 
leaders to accept the communist-supported terrorists 
into the government, obstensibly “to eliminate the 
possibility of a civil war.” 

That sounds remarkably similar to the fawning 
garbage used to justify the appeasement of the fascist 
powers in the 1930s. Would Young and Carter be 
equally enthusiastic about “preventing war” if they 
were dealing with a 1978 version of Adolph Hitler? 

But then the world’s attitude, and especially that of 
the U.S. and the rest of the western democracies, 
toward Rhodesia has been characterized by blatant 
hypocrisy, double standards, and moral selectivity, 
ever since Rhodesia had the audacity to tell the 
English to “stick it” in 1965 when they declared 
independence unilaterally from the English govern¬ 
ment. 

England, under the leadership of Harold Wilson, 
decided to bring Rhodesia to her knees “in a few 
weeks” for refusing to immediately implement a “one 
man, one vote” majority-rule form of government. 

To do so, the U.N. and the U.S., led by England, 
imposed a trade embargo on Rhodesia. 

Of course, neither Young nor Carter can explain 
why we should have refused to trade with Rhodesia 
for failing to implement majority rule when we have no 
qualms about trading with some of the most oppres¬ 
sive, totalitarian countries in the history of the w orld. 

And what about majority rule in black Africa? Where 
does it exist? How many viable, functional democracies 
exist on the dark continent? One, maybe two? Why 
do we fail to embargo Uganda and the other black 
satrapies run by ruthless minorities and savage dic¬ 
tators? Because of Carter and Young’s hypocritical, 
split-level ethics. 

The Ian Smith regime was condemned not because 
it represented an ethnic minority but only because its 
base was predominantly white in an overwhelmingly 
black country. And no matter that the blacks in Rho¬ 
desia have a higher standard of living and more free¬ 
dom than any other country in Africa. 

And now even more thinking people are having 
difficulty in understanding why the Carter-Young 
cabal continues to insist that the terrorists, who would 
seize power by the gun and brutal intimidation, must 


be taken into the new government when a democratic, 
orderly transition to majority rule is already underway 
in Rhodesia. 

It appears the reason, as illogical and irrational as 
it is, is that these sanctimonious, double-standard 
liberals believe that the color of a man’s skin has 
some intrinsic relationship to basic human rights and 
the ability to operate a responsible, modern govern¬ 
ment. 

They ignore the fact that blacks are just as capable 
of perpetrating atrocities as were the Viet Cong or the 
Adolph Eichmans. And so, we have Young suggesting 
that the terrorists are not responsible for the brutalities 
that have been inflicted on both black and white 
Rhodesians but in fact have been carried out by mem¬ 
bers of Smith’s elite security forces. Young and Carter 
raise no protest on behalf of the victims of terrorism, 
but let the Rhodesian government execute a terrorist 
duly convicted of murder and the ostrichlike liberals 
scream in protest. 

And now a few remarks on terrorism. The trendy 
remark, bantered about by self-styled specialists on 
terrorism, “One man’s terrorist is another man’s 
freedom fighter,” is a quaint, glib phrase that needs 
further definition. And it’s relatively simple. Anyone 
resorting to indiscriminate terror to include arson, 
rape, Murder, and mutilation targeted against un¬ 
armed men, women, and children is a terrorist no 
matter what his skin color is, no matter what his 
political objectives are. The opponents to Ian Smith 
and the black moderates have used such indiscriminate 
terror for over six years—mostly against their fellow 
blacks. They are not “freedom fighters” (How can 
anyone that supports a Marxist type regime call him¬ 
self a “freedom fighter”?), nor do they even deserve 
being labeled “guerrillas.” 

Have Young and Carter considered precisely why the 
Russians and Communist-bloc nations are so enthusi¬ 
astic in their support of the Rhodesian terrorists? 
Do they believe the Russians and their allies are work¬ 
ing to establish a one-man, one-vote majority rule 
government in Rhodesia? When they themselves rule 
by an oppressive tyranny? Hardly. Their motives are 
clear; to deny the west strategic raw materials; to 
completely surround Zaire and Zambia with pro- 
Russian Marxist dictatorships in their effort to expand 
their control throughout the w r orid. 

What to do? Some of the valiant have gone to fight 
terrorists in Rhodesia with bullets and guns. Others 
can fight here by writing their Congressmen and 
Senators, asking them to explain their support of this 
hypocrisy; by questioning these same legislators in 
public and exposing their duplicity. It might even 
help defeat some of them at the polls. Though it may 
be too late, a strong fight for a good cause is always 
worthwhile. 
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Why We’re UNIQUE 

•The independent defense 
monthly 

•Covering timely issues, and 
issues that are timeless 

•Written for senior leaders of 
the Armed Forces, defense in¬ 
dustry, and decision-makers in 
Congress and the private sector; 

•A magazine which is as likely 
to prod its friends in Defense 
and the Services as to pat them 
on the back, because 
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SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
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WRONG PICTURE ID... 

Dear Sirs: 

With reference to your article, “SOF 
Interviews Robin Moore” (September 
1978), you state in a caption beneath 
a photograph that the interviewee is 
with “American Major Mike Williams, 
deputy commander of famed, mounted 
Grey Scouts.” If, however, one looks 
closely at the photograph, one can see 
that the cap badge is that of the Selous 
Scouts and that the shoulder insignia 
is that of a “Lt. Col.” To be precise, the 
person in question is Lt. Col. Reid-Daly, 
commanding officer of the Selous Scouts 
and former member of 22nd Special Air 
Service Regiment. 

You further state that all the “soldiers 
in the background” are American, 
whereas in fact the only common de¬ 
nominator among the men there is that 
they are all foreigners: Germans, mem¬ 
bers of the Commonwealth, and Ameri¬ 
cans. ... 

Sincerely yours, 

David Xavier 
United Kingdom 

You 're absolutely right—thanks for 
catching our error,—The Eds, 

WANTS TO FIND ... 

Dear Colonel Brown: 

I wish to contact Spec. 5 Ruben 
Bustamante or Spec. 4 Dennis Spock, 
who served with the U.S. Army’s 37 
Signal Battalion at Danang, South 
Vietnam, APO SF 96337, in 1967-8. 
These fellows’ civilian addresses were 
last known as Redondo Beach, Lawndale 
(Torrance) or Oxnard, California. . . . 
Keep up the good work ^nd keep your 
magazine tops in the field. 

Sincerely yours, 

Thomas F. Mayer 
452 Arthur 
Pontiac, MI 48053 

SOF AND THE NEWS.., 

Dear Colonel Brown: 

It’s time for me to write SOF. . . . 
On the ABC evening news at 5:30 Texas 
time, Frank Reynolds informed us of a 
case of colossal gall. The news stated 
that a group of Americans has set up a 


network to expose CIA operatives world¬ 
wide and undoubtedly this will assist in 
their demise. Secondly, they seek to 
force Carter to drop the trade embargo 
on Cuba, and thirdly to show justification 
for Uncle Fidel’s colonizing in Africa. 
They are headed by former CIA case 
officer turned author commie, Philip 
Agee. 

I’d like to point out that a few years ago 
a group of Americans exposed a few 
operatives in Greece which ultimately 
caused their deaths. 

In closing, I would like to suggest that 
all SOFers send in articles to you, Col. 
Brown, as it has been my experience 
since Vietnam that America’s news¬ 
papers are not uniform in their reporting, 
thereby depriving some of us of news 
about Africa and the world that we feel 
is important... . 

Sincerely, 

Jack Conley 
San Antonio, Texas 

AK-47 vs.M-16... 

Dear Sir: 

As a hospital corpsman and surgical 
technician I am, at best, a semi-combat 
veteran, but I have seen a tremendous 
number of combat casualties. I have 
probably seen more combat wounds than 
90 percent of the combat veterans 
around, and I have seen these wounds 
in a much more intimate manner than 
any combat veteran. In Vietnam I saw 
thousands of our troops shot with the 
7.62x39mm AK round and thousands of 
their troops wounded by 5.56mm M-16 
rounds. There is hardly any comparison 
between wounds delivered by these 
rounds. Under all circumstances I en¬ 
countered in ’Nam, the AK round in¬ 
flicted much more significant injuries 
than the M-16 round. I had the job of 
taking medical histories from most of 
the injured men I worked on, so I also 
gained a great deal of background in¬ 
formation on how they got wounded. 
Over 50 percent of the U.S. troops that 
I treated had received their wounds from 
a Cong or NVA who had already been 
shot one or more times by an M-16. 

David Bartlett’s comment in the Sep¬ 
tember SOF FLAK really set me off. He 
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BUY DIRECT AND 
SAVE MONEY 


NOW AVAILABLE! 

BRAND NEW 
ORIGINAL G.l. M-65 
FIELD JACKETS 

These are the 
latest G.l. Issue 
Nylon/Cotton construction 
with exclusive 
government Quarpel water repellent. Com¬ 
plete with hide-away zipper hood. Sizes: S, 
M, L. XL. O.D. GREEN — $34.95 

*We have a limited number of G.l. type 
Camouflage U.S. M-65 Jackets, $37.95 
(Add $1.50 per Jacket for shipping/handlingl) 
ORIGINAL G.l. M-65 COLD S, M, L, XL 
WEATHER FIELD JACKET LINERS- $15.95 ppd. 



NEW WATS LINE — (800) 323-3233 

Now you can order TOLL-FREE for Visa/Bankamericard, 
Mastercharge, and C.O.D.'s. Dial our Toll-Free Watts Line 
Number — 800-323-3233 anywhere in the U.S.A. 

(except Alaska, Hawaii and Illinois.) ORDERS ONLY, PLEASE! 
$10.00 MINIMUM PHONE ORDER! SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 

BRAND NEW! 

MILITARY EQUIPMENT! XT 



W.W. I KNUCKLE KNIFE 

Exact reproduction brass handle 6" blade. 
Truly a collector's item. Check local laws 
before ordering. $14.95 plus $1.50 shipping. 

You must be over 21 years of age to order! 

BRITISH COMMANDO 

BATTLE JACKET JO 

This attractive jacket is brand # * 

new British government surplus. 

A lightweight, rugged, ^ 

all-purpose jacket made i ^ ^—V I 
of O.D. color, heavy- jA EJ 

duty denim. May never be 
available again! Sizes: S, M, L. 

Only $9.95 plus $1.50 shipping. r - ( * 
Please send height, chest and waist 
•measurements for an exact fit. 

VIETNAM JUNGLE HAT 
The soft, collapsible hat made famous by 
our troops in Vietnam. Very 
comfortable.Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 

O.D. Green — $3.95 
CAMOUFLAGE —$4.95 
(Add 75c per hat for shipping 
BRAND NEW, FACTORY FRESH, 
COMBAT & TARGET MAGAZINES 

German Luger 9mm, Standard . . $8.95 
/A AR-1 5/M-16 30-shot G.l. . $6-95 

f ‘ 1 Ruger Mini-14 30-shot, .223 .., $9.95 
Walther P-38, 9mm, .. $12.00 

Smith & Wesson Mod. 39, 9mm .. $7.50 
Colt .45 Auto, all models, 7-shot.. $4.50 
LColt .45 Auto, all models, 15-sh $15.00 
^ ^Colt .38 Super Auto, all models. .$7.50 
Browning High-Power, 9mm, 13-shot. $12.00 
Browning High-Power, 9mm, 22-rd . . $20.00 
(Add 75c per magazine for shipping/handling!) 

Quick-Release Vietnam Issue Pistol Belt. 
$4.95 plus 75c shipping.^ 

“THE LITTLE 
BLACK BOX*’ 

Warning! This 
device is not to be used for 
surveillance! Automatically starts recorder 
when telephone is picked up. Records entire 
conversation Then automatically stops 
recorder when phone is hung up! Can be 
attached anywhere along the line.- plugs 
into ANY recorder and causes absolutely 
no interference or noise on the phone. 

Extremely useful around the home or 
office for making ACCURATE and PERMA¬ 
NENT records of all incoming and outgoing 
calls. MINIATURE! Only 1" x 2" x 3". 

Now only $29.95 plus $1.00 shipping. 
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U.S.A.F. MA-1 Nylon Flyer's Jacket, fully 
reversible, O.D. and International 
Orange. Sizes: S, M, L, XL... — $34.95 
G.l. O.D. “T” Shirts, S, M, L, XL. 6 of 

same size for.$12.00 

G.l. Plastic Canteen, O.D.$1.50 

G.l. Current Issue Canteen Cover. $2.95 

Original G.l. Flashlight O.D.$4.95 

G.l. Pineapple Grenade w/detachable 
lever & pinde-activated, type — $6.95 
Military Police Nightstick, 22" long $4.95 
Military Police Peerless Handcuffs$14.95 

Military Police Handcuff Case_$5.95 

G.l. Jungle 1st Aid Kit, all emergency 
items in O.D. case that fits on belt $3.95 
G.l. Rifle Grease,new, 1 lb can ..$1.95 
Original G.l. Bore Cleaner, 1 qt..., $1.95 
G.l. LSA Weapons Oil, 4 oz. plastic 
bottles, $1.50 each — Ten for $10.00 

14. M-17 Gas Mask w/filters and bag $39.95 

15. M-16/AR-15 Magazine Pouch wlth/3 — 

30-rd. Mags. $19.95 

M-1 Carbine Magazine Pouch with 2-15- 

rd. magazines. $4.00 

.45 Auto Clip Pouch w/2 G.l. .45 auto 

magazines.$9.95 

Vietnam Jungle Boots, Genuine G.l. 
Issue, NOT Korean imports. Regular or 
wide,full sizes only, 6 thru 14 .. $29.95 
U.S. G.l. .45 Auto Belt Holster... $ 9.95 
U.S. G.l. M-7 shoulder holster... $14.95 
G.l. Water Purification Tablets, 

(one bottle).....$ 1.00 

G.l. Vietnam Combat Pack, used. $ 3.95 
Original G.l. M-1949 Mountain Sleeping 
Bags. ... $49.95 
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25. Late Issue U.S. Government C-Rations, 

12 mixed meals, case.. $31.95 ppd. 

26. Genuine G.l. O.D. Boxer Shorts, Sizes: 
34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44 — 6 for . $12.00 

27. G.l. Sleeping Bag Covers, Used . $ 7.95 

28. O.D. Original G.l. Wool Blankets. $12.95 

29. U.S.M.C. Camo Ponchos,.$17.95 

MILITARY KNIVES 

30. Genuine British Commando Knife $14.95 

31. U.S.A.F. Pilot's Survival Knife . $ 9.95 

32. U.S.M.C. Combat Knife, 7" blade $10.95 

33. U.S. Army Machete, 18" blade . $ 7.95 
CAM of the above knives & machete 
come complete with sheaths!) 

34. U.S. Army Stainless Steel Pocket Knife 

$ 4.95 

Do not confuse these genuine items with 
cheap, inferior imports offered elsewhere. 

(Add $1.00 shipping & handling for 1st item, for additional 
items add 50c) 

MILITARY MANUALS 

AR-15, M-16, and M-16E1 Rifles $5.95 

Browning Hi-Power Pistol .... $2.95 

Colt .45 Automatic Pistol . $2.95 

Walther P-38 Pistol $3.95 

Ml, Ml A1, M2 $5.95 

AK-47 Assault Rifles $3.95 

Hand to Hand Combat, U.S.M.C. $2.50 

U.S. Air Force Survival, FM64-5 . -- $5.00 

Firearm Silencers, Vol. 1, U.S. $5.95 

Ranger Training, FM 21-50 ... $3.95 

U.S. Marine Corps Sniping, FM 1-3B $6.95 

Criminal Investigations . $4.00 

M3 & M3A1 Greaseguns, .45 Cal. U.S. .. $3.95 

(Add 75 cents per book ordered for shipping.) 



NEW PARATROOPER 
FOLDING STOCKS 

for the M-1 Carbine and the Ruger 10/221 
Walnut with blued ordnance steel, ready to 
install. Fits all G.l. and commercial Carbines. 
(Specify mfg.) $39.95 plus $2.00 shipping. 
(Specify M-1 Carbine or Ruger 10/22 
BRAND NEW M-1 CARBINE ACCESSORIES 

5-Shot Magazine.$2.00 

15-Shot Magazine. $2.00 

30-Shot Magazine.$3.50 

60-Rd. Jungle Clip — 

(Clips 2 30-rd. mags, together)... $2.95 

Sling & Oiler.$2.95 

Mag Pouch - holds 2 15-rd. mags.$1.50 

Mag pouch - holds 2 30-rd. mags. ... $4.95 

Flash Hider. $9.95 

Muzzle Brake.$9.95 

Ventilated Steel Handguard.$3.95 

Piston Nut Wrench - (Double-ended).. $2.95 
Scope Base, no drilling or tapping — $9.95 
Carbines, Cal. 30 Technical Manual... $5.95 
(Please add 50<r per item for shipping.) 

8 SHOT TEAR GAS REVOLVER 

With crime on the rise, this is a must for 
everyone! Fires 8 - .22 cal. tear gas 
cartridges or blanks in seconds. Heavy-duty 
metal construction with one-step ejection. 
Checkered grips. 

BLUE —Reg. $11.95 
Now Only — $6.95 
CHROME —Reg. $12.95 
Now Only — $7.95 
Hip Holster... $1.50 
Tear Gas Cartridges-(10 per pack)... $1.50 
Extra-Loud Blanks-(100 per pack) ... $2.50 
(Add $1.00 per order for shipping.) 

You must be over 21 
years of age to order! 

‘‘PARALYZER” 
TEAR GAS WEAPON 

The most powerful CS* Military Tear Gas 
available. You simply point the “Paralyzer" at 
the attacker and press the fire button. A 
heavy shotgun spray of tear gas shoots out 
to a range up to 18 feet, completely disabling 
the assailant for 10-15 minutes. Causes a 
tremendous burning sensation to the eyes, 
nose and throat and skin. "Paralyzer" will 
stop even a 300 lb. man. You must be over 21 
POCKET MODEL — $4.95 — $36.00 dozen 
POLICE MODEL — $6.95 — $48.00 dozen 

PLEASE NOTE We usually ship 95 of our orders wilhtn 10 days 
Money orders and cert checks shipped first, personal checks held 3-4 
wks But because of ihe unique service we provide and the new law re¬ 
quiring us to state specific delivery times wmch in some cases we 
cannot do we can only accept orders with Ihe buyers unders¬ 
tanding ol an unspecihed delivery dale and Ihe buyers waiver ol an ex¬ 
act delivery notification We will advise you on any backordered items 
and will refund you immediately upon your request Thank You AddSOc 
pd» order lor insurance to avoid postal thefts III res add 5 - sales tax 



COPYRIGHT 1978. 


ORDER TODAY! 


PARELLEX CORP. 


Dept. SOF-6, P.O. Box F 
Chicago Ridge, III. 60415 

- Phone (312) 598-4466 
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 

To order by mail, send check or money order or 
fill in the credit card information below. 

Please charge to my Visa/BankAmericard No. □ 

Master Charge No. □ Exp. Date - 

card No- 

Signature_ 
































commented, ‘‘Those 20 rounds delivered 
approximately 25,000 ft. pounds of force 
to the enemy’s chest.” 

Bull! That much force may have been 
generated at the muzzle, but it was not 
delivered. At ranges over 100 yards, 
significant amounts of energy have been 
used just getting the bullet that far, and 
the longer the range, the worse it gets. 
At ranges under 100 yards, where most 
(not all but most) of the fighting was done 
while I was in 'Nam, the 5.56 bullet has 
too much penetration. It usually goes 
straight through the target body, deliver¬ 
ing only a small fraction of its energy on 
the target and the rest is spent carrying 
the round uselessly down range. The 7.62 
round has a much superior percentage of 
delivered force at all ranges and especial¬ 
ly at close range. Chuck Taylor is entirely 
correct that the nervous system tends to 
shut down after the trauma of the first 
hit. Of the 25,000 foot-pounds of energy 
generated by those 20 rounds, the enemy 
likely only felt the effect of 300 or less, 
about the same as a .38 Special pistol. 

Ask any policeman for a horror story 
about someone who has continued to 
fight after being hit with a .38. If his 
grasp of elementary ballistics is any indi¬ 
cation, Bartlett has less claim on the title 
of combat vet than I do. The M-16 is 
a useless pipsqueak. The Marines I 
knew called it the “Mighty Mattell” 


because it is about as effective as a cap 
gun. My business is patching people up, 
not blowing them away, but I consider it 
a part of preventative medicine to send 
the troops on my side out armed with a 
weapon that will get the job done. The 
M-16 doesn’t measure up. Send my 
troops out with a 7.62 NATO caliber 
weapon and I’ll have fewer troops to 
patch up! ... 

F. G. Tedford 

Camp Lejeune, North Carolina 

TOMMY GUN CONVERT ... 

Gentlemen: 

In support of Chuck Taylor’s reply to 
Dave Bartlett about impact power (Sept. 
’78, p. 8), let me relate a similar incident. 
In ’Nam-’68 while supporting a 105 unit, 
we were surprised by a group of approxi¬ 
mately 20 Satchell Zappers. As this was 
a suicidal mission, it became apparent 
they were after the big guns. In my squad 
was a gunsmith’s son who had procured 
a grease gun and we had spent many idle 
hours, agreeing and disagreeing on the 
value of that weapon. When the fire 
fight began, I stood next to him and 
witnessed the difference between the 
’16 and 45. The 105s were in pits and we 
had managed to come between them and 
the howitzers. 

Now any ’Nam vet knows that the Cong 
hyped themselves before combat and 


these reeked of hash. When the Cong had 
gotten through the three strands of 
barbed wire and traps, we were on top 
of them. I shot one VC three times at 
less than 10 feet full in the chest. The 
effects were nil, and he managed to slash 
me with a knife (thank God, they weren’t 
carrying guns). He staggered 10 more 
feet before Evans and his grease gun cut 
him literally in two. Then Evans stood 
over me and mopped house with that 
weapon. Before a week had passed, I 
had obtained a Thompson 45. Don’t let 
anyone B.S. you, Chuck; give me a .45 
SMG any day. 

Steve Myers 

San Antonio, Texas 

MORE ON BATF, SAN JOSE ... 

Dear SOF: 

Regarding SOF, Nov. ’78, p. 88, 
“America’s Gestapo in Action,” a friend 
of mine was there and said not only 
BATF and county cops but also armed 
National Guards in the parking lot and 
San Jose city cops—Federales, state, 
county and city—the whole damn family: 
get it? 

Hope we get them first, 

Art Cooper 

Mountain View, California 


Continued on page 78 


BRITISH COMMANDO SWEATERS. 

Brand new, direct from England. The finest heavy duty 
sweater anywhere. 100% virgin wool, ribbed knit 
construction, crew neck, and cotton/polyester twill 
patches in same color on shoulders and elbows. Extra long 
body, can be washed at home. Commando green color, 
available to size 46. PLEASE GIVE SIZE WHEN OR¬ 
DERING. Why pay more, our price only $29.95 


REPLICA THIRD REICH INSIGNIA 


1. SS sleeve eagle, white on black cloth, $2.95 

2. SS Deathshead, gray on black cloth, $2.95 

3. SS metal Deathshead, as worn on officer’s cap, $3.95 

4. Nazi sniper badges, cloth, three classes, 60, 40 or 
20 kills, $3.95 each or all three for $9.95 




FRANCE 



FOREIGH LEGION PARA/MERCENARY CAP BADGE 

Original French military manufacture with antique silver 
finish. Worn by men of action from Indochina to Zaire. The 
international symbol of counter-terrorism. $4.95 each. 
This badge is also available printed on a light blue T-shirt. 
PLEASE STATE YOUR SIZE. $5.95 each or 2 or more for 
$5.50 each. 



LANCER M1UTARIA 
P.O. BOX 35188 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77035 

713-522-7036 


A new SS T-shirt featuring the infamous SS deathshead 
and the motto of the SS "Meine Ehre heisst Treue!" "My 
Honor is Loyalty" in bone white on a Panzer black shirt. 
Available in Medium (38-40), Large (42-44), Extra Large 
(46-48). STATE YOUR SIZE! $5.95 each or 2 or more for 
$5.50 each. 


BRITISH MILITARY CLOTH PARA WINGS. 

Army, Navy, RAF or Royal Marines, $2.95 each, or 
complete collection of all four for only $9.95 
SAS cloth wings, $3.95 

Current issue British cap badges for Parachute Reg¬ 
iment or Special Air Service (SAS) $4.25 each. 


FRENCH PARA WINGS IN HEAVY METAL. 

1. Basic, $5.95 

2. Instructor, $6.95 

3. Para Commando, $9.95 
All three wings for $22.50 


FOREIGN LEGION KEPI! Original issue white kepi worn 
by Legionnaires the world over. Like new condition. $44.95 
each. 


FOREIGN LEGION BADGES! Beret badge for the Legion 
infantry. The Legion symbol of the seven flame grenade in 
a circle, gold finish, original issue. $4.95 each. 


Your satisfaction guaranteed, please add for postage and insurance. We accept Visa and Master Charge. Our all new fully 
illustrated catalog #3 is now available, send $1.00 for your copy. When in Houston be sure to visit our shop at 2409 Times Blvd. 
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WEAR A LEGEND 


The paratroopers of the U.S. 
Army Airborne are known for their 
dauntless courage and camara¬ 
derie. This ring is an authentic 
casting of the official paratrooper 
wings insignia- To wear it is to par¬ 
ticipate in everything the legend 
signifies: Taking risks. Going 
beyond the limits. Living on the 
edge. Your choice' of solid sterling 
silver or 14 karat solid gold, 
antiqued or with inlaid semi¬ 
precious stones. Order yours now. 

THE U.S. 

PARATROOPER RING 


r 


Please rush me my paratrooper ring(s) 


Solid Sterling Silver 

□ Antiqued $39.95 

(shown above) 

With inlaid stones: 

□ Turquoise $49.95 

□ Lapis $49.95 

□ Red Coral $49.95 

Guarantee: If you’re not 
satisfied return the ring 
to us within 10 days for 
full refund. 

Dealer and distributor 
Inquiries welcome. 


14K Solid Gold 

□ Plain $129.95 

With inlaid stones : 
DThrquoise $149.95 

□ Lapis $149.95 

□ Red Coral $149.95 



Enclosed is my check or money order for $L__——_ 

Charge to: □ Master Charge □ BankAmerieard DVisa 
Card No- 

Expiration 0affr.... \,. iv _;_^-........____ 

My Name- 

Address __i_ 

City_ State. _Zip_ 

Add $1 for postage and handling. In Calif, add 6% sales tax. 

Send me a color poster (17" x 22") of this picture. $3.50. 

Ring size (if not known use finger calibrator below)——- 

Signature-i-.- 

Mail coupon to: 

THE AIRBORNE COMPANY 

8722 Airlane Avenue. Los Angeles. CA 90045 



Pat. Pend. ©Copyright: The Airborne Company. 1977 SF10 




























ANNOUNCES 
NINE EXCITING 

POSTER REPLICAS 
FROM WORLD WARS I & II 



# 108 WWII 


WORLD WAR I 

#102 “I Want You For The U.S. Army" 

#103 "On Les Aura!" (French) 

#104 "Daddy, What Did You Do in the Great 
War T (British) 

#105 "Public Warning" Aircraft Identification 
Poster. 

#106 "Helft Uns Siegen" (German) 
INTER-WAR 

#107 “Nur Hitler" (Nazi Election Poster) 
WORLD WAR II 

#109 "Flight" (Aircraft Identification Poster) 


Ail posters are 20" by 30" and are printed on 
heavy paper stock jn the colors of the original. 
Each poster is $5.00 (Includes handling and 
domestic postage) Order by the above 
numbers or send for flyer illustrating all nine 
posters. 



9 N. Passaic Ave., Chatham, N.J. 07928 
Phone 201/635-6505 

Dealers: Inquire on your letterhead. 


BULLETIN 

BOARD 


CAMBODIAN ABOUTFACE ... 

As if the recent recommendation by 
Senator George McGovern that an inter¬ 
national military force should invade 
Cambodia to topple the sadists in power 
was not enough, Jane Fonda and Tom 
Hayden, of all people, have also leaped 
on the Cambodian human rights band¬ 
wagon. 

They have urged President Cater (that 
is, Carter) to diplomatically intervene to 
stop the gross injustices in the new 
“Democratic” Kampuchea. Messers. 
Fonda and Hayden have rejected Mc¬ 
Govern’s idea of armed intervention and 
have, predictably, chosen the non¬ 
violent approach which benefits no one 
but the Cambodian rulers. 

Tied to the option of diplomatic 
maneuvering was that the U.S. should 
urge Communist China from further 
supporting the Cambodian government 
and that in return the U.S. would improve 
Chinese relations and discontinue our 
trade embargo against Vietnam. (How 
the lifting of the embargo would please 
China, I’ve yet to figure out.) 

Given Tom’s and Jane’s past advocacy 
of the Vietnamese brand of oppression, 
it seems reasonably likely that they are 
attempting tq use the suffering of the 
Cambodiaii people as an excuse for a 
back door approach for U.S. aid to Viet¬ 
nam. 

The verbal crap that many construe 
as being morally-inspired can be ana¬ 
lyzed for what it really is if people would 
simply look at its sources. 

MORE AMIN THREATS ... 

Uganda President Idi Amin has threat¬ 
ened to put together an invasion force 
from several nonaligned countries to 
attack the Comoros, a tiny group of 
Indian Ocean islands, and overthrow 
its “mercenary government, 99 according 
to a recent report in the Toronto Sun. 

About 50 European mercenaries, 
headed by Belgian soldier of fortune Bob 
Denard, reportedly spearheaded a suc¬ 
cessful 13 May 1978 invasion that toppled 
the regime of Ali Soilih. Although 
Soilih reportedly had instituted a reign 
of terror among the islands 9 300,000 
population, the O.A.U. has denounced 
the coup. 


Independent military experts have 
dismissed Amin’s statement as one more 
of his “fantasies, 99 noting that he has 
neither the aircraft nor disciplined 
troops to launch such an attack. 

“POP 99 BUELL ... 

SOF staffer Tom Reisinger recently 
met with Edgar “Pop” Buell, the legen¬ 
dary American who has devoted almost 
two decades of his life to Meo tribes- 
people in Laos through service with U.S. 
A.I.D. and independently, and who 
passed through Denver to renew old 
friendships with area refugees. Contrary 
to some of the other groups, the Meos 
have readily assimilated themselves into 
American culture through a thorough 
willingness to accept whatever work is 
available. 

During his several-month-long stay 
in the U.S., *‘Pop” reports that the Meos 
and other Laotians have adapted ex- 
trmely well to their adopted country and 
are experiencing few, if any, problems. 
As he put it, “These people want a hand¬ 
shake, not a handout.” The rest of us 
can learn a lesson from these determined 
people. 

Buell will soon be back in Bangkok, 
ready again to assist the stream of 
Laotian refugees lucky enough to make it 
to safety in Thailand, 

SANCTIONS RECONSIDERED ... 

The U.S. House of Representatives, in 
an apparent setback for President Carter, 
voted a conditional end to U.S. economic 
sanctions against Rhodesia. It accepted 
229 to 180 a proposal by Rep. Richard 
Ichord (D-MS) that sanctions end auto¬ 
matically 1 January 1979 unless President 
Carter finds that Rhodesia hasn’t chosen 
a new government by currently planned 
free elections. 

HELICOPTER PILOTS ... 

Petroleum Helicopters, Inc., P.O. Box 
T, Lafayette, LA 70502, has announced 
that they have permanent year-round em¬ 
ployment openings for helicopter pilots, 
preferably with Bell 206 or similar flight 
time. Company benefits are excellent. 
Contact them at the above address or 
call 318-235-2542. 
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For almost 20 years, 

arms dealers around the world 

have wanted this book... 

Now it’s yours to 
examine Risk-Free 
for 15 days 


LUG 


SW-1 


NEW! The completely revised 11th edition of the most 
comprehensive firearms reference ever published. 


• Examines arms of 42 nations from 1900— 
present • every chapter completely revised • 5 
new chapters follow small arms developments 
since W.W. II • 672 pages • well over 2000 
photos 

Renowned military scholars consult it to keep 
current with world arms capabilities Faceless 
mercenaries, they say, use it as a “shopping 
guide.” 

And weapons buffs—perhaps like yourself— 
read it over and over again just for the sheer enjoy¬ 
ment of being “hands-on" close to the finest in 
classic and modern military hardware. 

The book is Small Arms of the World. And 
now, in its 11th Edition, you get completely revised 
chapters . new sections . new photographs. . 
and hundreds of new weapons, many of which 
have only been whispered about in print until now. 
Truly international 

Small Arms of the World is one of the few 
weapons references that is truly international in 
scope. In its more than 600 fully illustrated pages, 
you’ll find pistols, rifles, submachine guns and ma¬ 
chine guns from 42 nations. Weapons ranging 
from Astras to Kalishnikovs. Armalites to 
Mausers. Brens to STENS Hush Puppies to Uzis. 
They date from the turn of the century right up to 
today. 

Small Arms of the World not only examines 
well known and widely employed weapons, but 
also spotlights obscure and often bizarre arms. It 
exposes virtually useless weapons.. praises truly 
outstanding ones... even points out proofmarks 
and minor modifications in design that help pin¬ 
point dates and places of manufacture. For these 
reasons, this unique book is an absolute must for 
any serious collector 


Loading, Firing, Stripping 

Unlike some weapons references, Small 
Armsofthe World dbes not merely describe weap¬ 
ons, it shows you how to use them—safely and 
effectively. You clearly see—in words and pic¬ 
tures—exactly how to load, fire and field strip hun¬ 
dreds of small combat arms, from auto-loading 
pistols to heavy machine guns. 


you’ll treasure the new 11th Edition of Small Arm's 
of the World. 

That’s why we make you this risk-free offer; 
examine Small Arms of the World for 15 day?. If 
you don’t agree that it’s not the closest thing to get¬ 
ting vcur hands on the actual weapons them¬ 
selves, simply return the book within that time for a 
full, nc-questions-asked refund. 


Up-to-the-minute 

Guerilla warfare, counterinsurgency tactics 
and terrorism have profoundly 
changed military thinking 
since World War II. In five completely new chap¬ 
ters, the 11th Edition examines these changes and 
the effects they have had on small arms design. 
You’ll.. Jearn the difference between Russian and 
American arms thinking as you compare the de- 
signs of M.T. Kalishnikov with those of Eugene 
Stoner (or the AK-47 vs. the M-16). 

. find out about a new generation of silenced 
weapons, including the Ingram M-IOsubmachine 
gun and its sionics sound suppressor that actu¬ 
ally confuses the ear as to the source ofsophd. 

.. .discover why pistol development is in a state of 
uncertainty. And why pistols soon may be re¬ 
placed entirely by a new generation of small sub¬ 
machine guns little bigger than a service-issue 
Colt .45 auto. 

read candid appraisals of current NATO and 
Warsaw Pact weapons. Learn about their 
strengths and weaknesses. Even witness the kind 
of political infighting it takes to get a weapon 
adopted by the U.S. Armed Forces. 

Act Now for Risk-Free Offer 

If you’re a weapons buff—'Someone who ap¬ 
preciates the thought and technology that goes 
into engineering small armaments, we guarantee 



STACKPOLE BOOKS, P.O. BOX 693. 
BOULDER, COLORADO 80306 | 

YESt I’d like to examine the 11th Edition of SmadArmsofthe ■ 
World risk-free for 15 days. I enclose my check for only I 
$>19 95, payable to Stackpole Books and understand that it 
I’m not completely satisfied with my copy within 15 days, I I 
may return it tor a full refund—no questions asked. ‘ ■ 

□ Check here for Deluxe Edition with gold embossed I 

leather-tike cover only $29.95 I 

Please charge to my: 

□ Master Charge 

Acct. # 

Signature 


D BankAmericanf Visa 1 

Exp. Date | 


(order not valid without signature) 


Name_ 

Address _ 
City_ 


State 


=--£P.. 
















































|OLD WHERE THE GOOD STUFF LIVES! EVERYTHING GUARANTEED! 

~ ^ -p, Order from Surge & join the — 

feArvvJ.fcj No Hassle Order Club! 


Finally Available! 

Complete your Shorty! 




$ 6 M 


XM-177 DELTA SUPRING 

I These sliprings do not come with our 
■ Shorty but are now available as an ex 
Itra. All military XM177s used this type 
I ring. 


G.l. M-60 BARREL 
BAG 

Va New Vinyl w/zlpper & 2 


I pockets. 


Only 


95 


New 


Ml-A/M-14 PARTS 


■ Magazine New. 20 Rd. $ 4.95 

■ Firing Pin S i 00 

■ Extractor $ 1 00 

■ Extractor Spring & Plunger $1.50 

■ Flash Hider 514,95 

■ Front Sight Screw $ 75 

■ Flash Hider Lock Nut 12 95 

■ lock Nut Screw (Alien! S 1.00 


Gas Cylinder Lock 
Gas Cylinder Lock Screw 
Gas Piston 

Trigger Sear Assembly 
Safety Spring 
Operating Rod Guide w/pin $ 3.50 
Operating Rod Spring $ 2.50 

Blank Adapter w/shield. (New) 
$ 3.50 


S 3.50 
* 2.95 
S 4,95 
$ 3.50 
$ 1.50 


M-l GARAND PARTS 


■ Aperture Rear sight 
I 1 00 

I Arm Followei $ l 00 

■ Band Lower l 75 

■ Base Rear Sight 5 2 00 

■ Bolt Complete S 8 00 

■ Bolt Stripped $ 6 00 
|Catch. Operating Rod. 

Complete S 2.50 
|C0«er Rear Sight 
S t 00 

■ Cylinder Gas S 5 95 

■ Elector w ■ spring} 75 

■ Elector Clip 5 I 00 


I Fztractor 
| Feuule 
swivel 


S I 00 
Stock w > 
S 1 25 
Front hand 
S 75 
Complete 
S 2.50 
|Go o« Bullet $ ) 00 

■ Hammei $ 2.25 


guard 

lUWtl 


Housing. Hammer 
spring S I 25 

Housing. Triggers 6.00 
Knob, Elevating, Now 
Style S 1.25 

Knob Windage. New 
style $ 1 25 

Latch. Clip S 2.50 
Lock Gas Cylinder 
S 2 95 

Pm Clip latch S 75 
Pin. Firing S 1.00 
Pin r oltower arm 
$ 25 

Pin Hjinmfr S 30 
Pin. Lower band S .25 
Pin. Trigger S 25 
Plate bull assembly 
S 2 50 

Plunger. Extractor w/ 
spring J 50 

Plunger Hammer 
spring S .75 


Rod. Follower * 75 

Bod. Operating $15.00 
Safety $ 2.00 

Screw Bullplale. Long 

$ .50 

Screw. Butfplate. Short 

S 25 

Sere*. Front Sight 

$ 35 

Screw. Gas cylinder 
lock $ 2.00 

Screw. Stacking swivel 
S 35 

Sight. Frgnt $ I 50 
Spring. Clip latch 

$ 50 

Spring. Hammer $ 50 

Spring. Operating rod 

J 1,25 

Swivel. Butt * 1 00 
Swivel StacklngS 1.00 
Trigger and Sear 
Assembly S 2 00 


■ Fits .38 & .45 and nearly any 
Ipistol with 5” barrel or 
1 less. Protect your 
J investment in 
■your line handguns. 


G.l. Heavy vinyl pistol bag 

$|2S 


THE SHORTY ■ from Old Sarge 

Sarge continues to offer his XM177E2 
type conversion kit. With this kit any AR- 
15/Ml 6 can be made a "CAR'\^ 

Short barrel ^TApprlved 

conversion kit SST *'*' L , 

) 99 7. ^ 

(Stock & 

Upper 
Receiver 
NOT 

includedU^^H W ^ S/ 


OLD SARGE 




*62?? 

Sliding Stock 


/•/ The Telescoping 
/Stock We Sell is the 
Only One Duplicating 
That Rare G.l. Black 
Plastic Coating Type Finish (Nq Ugly 
Paint). Made to G.l. Specs. Complete 
W/Buffer Assy. & Spring, 

Checkered Buttplate ~ 

JUST like 
Gl. 

Attention - MG & Class 3 pealers 
Sarge will custom make Shorty to exact 
specs you desire call for more infor¬ 
mation. 663-9918. 


Order Today. It's Easy. 

1. Call for C.OJD. shipment or write 
us. 

2. Happy to answer any questions. 

3. Please include estimated post¬ 

age, insur. & handling. 

Min. $1.00 per order. 

B. H. SERVICE 

P.O. Box 479, Natalia, Texas 78059 
9 A.M. to 6 P.M. 
(512)663-9913 
663-9918 


$ 


.22 cal. Barrel Liners i ©* 5 New 
Use these to renew your shot-out .22 
barrels. Made of No. 4130 Chromemolly 
steel they are: 

29 W long 1 in 16" twist 
Inside Dia. .223/Exterior 5/16 (.312) 

Use 430 Allstate Solder or the like. 
Guaranteed to make your 22 cal. shoot 
like new! 


ONLY 9 10* # NEW 


AR-15 
MAG SET 




3 30 Round G.l. 

J mags, w/latest 
nylon LC-1 Pouch, 

all NEW. .* 24 ” 

Pouch only.*5** 


f h'»* 1 r s3 () - 


.45 PLUNGER TUBE 
STAKING TOOL 

Precision tool, 
Parkerized * 8 ” ea . 
••a mu?t-- 


.45 Auto 
Barrel Bushing 
Wrench - for those ^ ^ 
tight NM weapons * 1 M ea. 


/ ((. 




MP-1000 
Carbine 
2-15 rd. pouch 

$100 

I new 


MF»I0.)7 
.45 Auto 
2 mag. type 

$125 

■ new 


M-l CARBINE PARTS & 
ACCESSORIES 


Flash Hide* U S G I $17 50 

Piston Nut Wrench G l $ 2 00 

Mag. Dust Covers 5/Si 00 or $ 25 

Blank Adapter. Rare $14 95 

Gienade Launcher, includes free 
sighl SI? 95 

M-4 Briyoi.nt Niv# f,.rk j $17 50 
Slide. M-i *14 ou 

Slide. M-2 519 95 

Gas Piston S 1 25 

Gas Piston Nut S 1 25 

Safety Flip Type $ 1 25 

Special Barrier Bag tor Storage. 

$ 75 

Canvas Muzzle Cover S 50 

30 Rd Mag New $ 3.95 

30 Rd Mag New G.l Solid Back 
Model S 5.95 

Bullplale S 1.95 


S 25 


Buttplate Screw 

“Extractor Sprint] * M 

Recoil Spring S 50 

Tfigge-Sprng > 6? 

Hammer Spring „ £5 

Sear Spring «, -5C 

Slide Stop Spring S -,G 

Mag Catch Spring a Plunger 
5 >5 

od t-iy Spiiug & mi.itgir 

_ S 75 

Spring Set All above springs 
New s i & 

Firing pm $ , if. 

Extractor 5 , 

Extractor Plunger > I Ik*) 

Elector Assembly i 65 

Trigger * , 95 

Hamme; s 2*, 

Hammer Plunger * ft 

Hammer Pm S JS<> 

Scar 1 rigger Pin 5 f .(i 

! mnl Sighl Pin 5 25 


.223 
AMMO 

pack - 

Set has 14 stripper 
clips, 7 cardboards, 1 
guide and a bandoleer $ | 99 


10 Sets, 
enough for 
1400 rds. 

$| 5 00 


*39 


95 


NEW 


OLD SARGE HAS THE REALLY 
RARE STUFF 


Ml-D 
Cheek Pads 1 
G.l. NEW 


WIN. MODEL 97 
I RIOT SHOTGUN HANDGUARDS 

Complete and ready to install. 


OLD SARGE HAS IT ALL 




Complete, Brand 
New G.L < 11* g ea 
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M-16/AR-15 PARTS SETS FROM SARGE 


M 16 Bolt Carriers, Complete G.1. ORDER TODAY. IT'S EASY! 

w/Bolt Assy., Firing Pin, Cam Pin, Etc. CAU THE SARGE 

Forward Assist OR WRITE US! 

Model! 


in CHROME 

*39” 


lip " 


In¬ 



complete Parkerized Units 
As Above 


•3J< 





Forward Assist 
Model! 


Conversion pin for mounting M16 Bolt 
Assist Upper to AR-15 lower receiver. 

Only *3” 


ea. 


XM-177 E2 

CAR TYPE UANDGUARDS - with LINERS, 
just like the originals. Just as RIGID with 
a crisp, solid fit. They will not melt, warp, 
or crack. The best quality. 

$ 29 ,s Set 

Handguard Caps Only 

S 3™Ea. 


ONLY OLD SARGE 
CAN GIVE A LIFE TIME 
GUARANTEE ON THESE - 

'cause his are the very best! 

EARLY STYLE 

M16 Barrel Nut 
& Armorer s Tool, NEW 



(For Buffer Tube) 


$12.50 


(For Barrel Nut) 



For 

typ* suppressor 


For Bird Cage 
Suppressor 



Complete Lower Receiver 

Parts Set 

(Include* AU parts shown EXCEPT Rncai tat! J 

^ ONLY 

&SI $ «o 00 

/ i comp iete! | 



«SP-J, y if 

YA * 


\ 


^*7 


M-16/AR-15 PARTS 

;arrilm 6rcwk 


BOLT 

A/ARO ASSIST MODEL Of‘ft 
f'ARhERfZEfl COMP W/BCL1 
ASSY COMP,ETC 1*2 *,t) 
BOLT MEW. PARKERIZED FIN 
ISH COMPLETE W FJECTOR 
EXTRACTOR. GAS RINGS ETC 
I 7,50 

New Black Handguards Latest 
>ssue. Pari‘By CoU Mlq I 7 50 

Rear Sight Assembly. Complete 
5 b .00 

Election Port Cover Assembly. 

Complete S 4 95 

Flash Ureters. Bird Cage or Prong 
Early Type w/lock washer. New. 
Your Choice One S 1 95 

ryw> S 7 95 

GAS TUBES CHROME BRAND 
NEW FOR AP-15/M-18. W/PIN 
l 4.95 

“SHORTY Handguartlx yv/liners 
529.95 

SHORTY Gas Tubes wiping 

$12.00 

SHORTY Handguard Cap 13.95 
_SHORTY Barrel Assembly w/ 
permanently attached flash hiper. 
Front sight base, sling swivel, 
barrel nut $49.95 

Bartel Nut Wrench $12.50 

Stripper Clip Guides. S tor 51.00, or 
$ ,25 

Hammer Pin Retaining Spring 


Hammer Spring 
Hammer wv springs S 7.95 

Hammer Pin $ .25 

Trigger Guard Assembly $ 2 50 

Trigger Spring 5 50 

Trigger wlsprings $ 6 95 

Trigger Pm $ 25 

Safely/Selector S 8.95 

Seer Pin $ .50 

Disconnector $ 2.95 

Oisconneclor Spring 5 35 

Magfume Catch Button 8 Spring 

Sel - $ 2.95 

Takedown Pin $ 100 

Pivot Pin $ 1.00 

Chaiging Handle Assembly l 5 95 

Recoil Spring Tube S 5.95 

Recoil Spring 1 2.00 

Boll Stripped $ 5.50 

Gas Rings. Sel oMhrep $1.50 

Extractor S i 00 

Extractor Sprmy 5 ?5 

Extractor Pin 
Ejector 

Ejector Spnng 
Ejector P:n 
Bolt Cam Pin 
3oit Carrier w/key 
Front Sight Detent & Spring $ 50 

Rear Sight Detent A Spring $ SO 

Safely Selector Detent i Springs 
$ SO 

Takedowq Pin Detent $ Spring 


20 


$ 20 
S 1.50 
$ 22.00 


Pivot Qelent & Spring 


JUST IN! 

45 Ml911 Dress White Fl&toL LanyotreU 

$ 3*’ea. NEW 


M-16/AR-15 Bipod 


New in Box 
yrl new case 


L 





L.S.A. 

G.I.GUN 

LUBE 


Bipod w/ 
special 
cleaning 
kit & 
case as 
shown 

* 15 ” 


Made 

(or 

M16/AR-1 

This 
stuff 
:s the 
Best 


Bipod also fits 
AR48, 

Afl-180 


y 


4 ox. Bottle 


-ri- 

HCJiifH 


24 loti.- Cost | 

*21” 


G.l. Issue 

M l 6 BRASS DEFLECTOR 


Snaps in place 
& works! 

$C95 

OM ea. 




Pf»d4*«l| 
-*J DNp 
■ : j. Cat* - 

I • >- ■ Holds 

CAB-15 PerfectlyS 
designed for M-l Carbine] 
(out A the stock) 
Perfect for car trunk 
Oi storage 

113*° ea. 


FACTORY GUARANTEED 

.308 BALL 
MILITARY TYPE 

$ 145 co m 

FMJ spire point bullet like G.l. 
Bulk Packed, Quality Inspec¬ 
ted 7 times. 

Case 500 rds.$ 75 .OO 

Case 100 rds..$145.00 

Quantity prices on 5M 


OLD SARGE OFFERS AMMO I 

Sold to F.F.L. Dealers Onlyl F-O-B- Mata I La 

For yean Sarge has produced quality 223 & 308 military 
type ammo. In fact doxens of police depts. & state prison 
systems use his ammo. In the past Sarge has sold his ammo 
to jobbers ft other large sales firms. But now he offen it 
DIRECT to all FFL dealers - at the same LOW PRICE enjoy¬ 
ed by the "BIG guys". Order today. 

These are guaranteed by the factory. They are sure to 
be the cleanest, best functioning factory reloads you've 
ever ehol. Period. 

Now Get Ovality You Can Believe In — 

At A Frit* You Cnn AFFORD! 


JUST LIKE G.l.! 

.223 

MILITARY TYPE 

*125°* 


M 


Case 1000 rds. in stripped clips .... $125.001 

Quantity prices anil able on 
5m, 10m, 20m, 5Gra, Plus* Call 
Available in FMJ or Soft Point 
Packed in Stripper tllpi ft cardboard 
cows just like (LI. 

Qu«ritY in spec ltd j tints. 
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BATTLE OF BULGE REUNION ... 

Allied and German veterans of the 
Battle of the Bulge will hold a reunion 
and tour of the Ardennes battle area, 
11-18 December 1978. A number of high 
ranking officers who participated in the 
battle will attend. 

For further info, write: Patrick Henry, 
Dept. S. Midway International Travel 
Service, Midway National Bank Building, 
Suite 302, Grand Prairie, TX 75051. 
Phone: 214-263-3196. 

CARTER = CHAMBERLAIN? ... 

Europeans are reportedly appalled at 
the Carter sellout of Africa to the Soviets. 
The Sunday Times of London, one of 
Western Europe’s most respected news¬ 
papers, blasted Carter’s African policy, 
calling him a ‘'dangerous leader,” and 
comparing him to “history’s greatest 
appeaser—Neville Chamberlain. ’ ’ 

The Times called Carter’s Southern 
African policy insane and the result <j>f 
“incorrigible bungling,” going on to 
declare that the President’s “knowledge 
of Rhodesia or anywhere outside of 
Georgia” was comparable to Chamber¬ 
lain’s knowledge of Eastern Europe. 

“The two men are horribly similar, 
with the same willingness to dogmatize 
on a basis of ignorance and the same kind 
of single-mindedly ignorant proneness to 
appeasement,” was the Times' scathing 
conclusion. 


SOF NEEDS HELP... 

SOF is seeking for its library any and 
all SWAT and military manuals, pamph¬ 
lets, books, and materials related to 
urban warfare. Zerox copies would be 
fine. Any assistance will be deeply 
appreciated. 

MILITANT MISSIONS... 

Rhodesian Prime Minister Ian Smith 
and three black members of Rhodesia’s 
interim government attended a 29 July 
1978 missionary conference at a suburban 
church near Chicago, Illinois, to discuss 
the future of Christian missions in Rho¬ 
desia. 

Accompanying Smith were Bishop 
Abel Muzorewa, the Rev. Ndabaning 
Sithole, and Sen. Chief Jeremiah Chirau, 
chief of the Malawabu tribe. 

Rev. Paul Lindstrom, pastor of the 
Church of Christian Liberty in Prospect 
Heights where the conference was held, 
said the church’s Rhodesian executive 
committee had voted unanimously to 
reopen the Emmanuel Mission in Rho¬ 
desia’s Viimbu mountains, following a 
terrorist raid earlier last year. 

He added that armed Vietnam veterans 
will be sent to the mission to protect 
missionaries and medical teams. 

REUNION OF MILITARY ELITE ... 

The Society of Vietnamese Rangers is 
hosting the Reunion of Military Elite at 


Ft. Benning, Georgia, 3-5 November 
1978. 

Headquarters will be located at Ranger 
Joe’s, Victory Drive, Columbus, Georgia. 
All present and past members of Air¬ 
borne, Ranger, Special Forces, CDO, 
MACVSOG, SEAL* Gurkha, and Sikh 
units are invited. 

Room reservations must be made by 
individuals, and R.S.V.P. sent to Biet 
Dong Quan, Box 29965, Atlanta, GA 
30359. 

SOF has attended the&e reunions in 
the past and has found that it is an ex¬ 
cellent opportunity to meet the “Pro¬ 
fessionals.” 

RHODESIAN RECRUITING UPDATE ... 

While, in Salisbury, Rhodesia, Editor 
Brown interviewed Captain E. A. Lee, 
Recruiting Officer for the Rhodesian 
Army, who provided the following 
information: 

“Preference is given to Rhodesians 
over foreign volunteers because of the 
transportation costs involved. 

“We did temporarily stop recruiting 
foreign volunteers on 6 December 1977 
as we had no vacancies. Our new fiscal 
year began in July and we are once again 
accepting applications from foreign 
volunteers. 

“We are primarily interested in ob¬ 
taining school-trained specialists for the 
Continued on page 79 
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in tom a ticPistofd 


or 


At Last! The Ultimate in Design and Reliability! 


An all-new follower with 
these exclusive features: 

• Four surface contacts that are 
jam-free at any position. 

• Rounded tdp; 2 ribs on bend line 
for reinforcement of follower. 


A 


II 


\ 



Sold by better 
Gun Shops 
and Gunsmiths 
throughout 
the country. 


for .45 Colt Automatic Pistol — 

Following Models: Government Models from W.W.II; 
Mark IV 45; 45 Gold Cup Nat’l Match; Colt Commander 

BACK PLATE REMOVABLE FOR CLEANING 

#777 Clip Stainless steel body, polished and hardened to R/C 42. 

New- Improved Follower... Stainless Steel and hardened to R/C 42. #777-.45 


#11 Clip Steel, Black Finish. 

LUCRATIVE DISCOUNT FOR ALL!!! 

Gun Shops, Gunsmiths, Gun Dealers, Jobbers, 
Distributors and Gun Wholesalers. Foreign 
trade welcome Write for information. 

Postal charges added to all COD orders. We pay 
postage when payment enclosed with orders 
All orders to be filled in 2 weeks. 

If not satisfied, money refunded immediately, 


Item No. Price Ea. 

$14.00 

#11-.45 $12.00 

EXCLUSIVELY MANUFACTURED BY' 


N oV ^ MAGAZINE 
FOR GOLD CUP 
NATIONAL MATCH 
COLT .38 SPECIAL 
with Hardened Follower 



5 Rounds 


No: 1 Clip Steel. Black Finish. 
(Order Item =1-.38 Spec.) 

$12.00 each 


cJ^-CllzCl industries, 


Inc. 


BOX NO: 837 62 KINKEL STREET * WESTBURY, L.I., N.V. 1 1590 

{5 16) 334-4620 
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DESERT PUBLICATIONS 


/a\ 


'COMBAT BOOKSHELF’ 


LISTED BELOW ARE JUST A FEW OF THE 100’s OF EXCITING TITLES PUBLISHED OR CARRIED 
BY “DESERT PUBLICATIONS”. ORDER FROM THIS ADVERTISEMENT OR WRITE FOR OUR 
LARGE, FREE CATALOG. 

- DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED - 



Firearms 


THE COLT .45 AUTO PISTOL 
This book covers nearly every 
facet of the Colt M1911 & 
M1911A1 pistols. From mechan¬ 
ical training to marksmanship 
training to complete detailed 
inspection, disassembly, repair 
and replacement of parts. Plus 
mechanical drawings on the con¬ 
struction of repair tools and 
fixtures. Over 100 pages and 80 
photos and illustrations. Soft 
cover. 

No. 128.$4.95 

| THE AK-47 ASSAULT RIFLE 
Complete practical and technical 
information is given on the only 
weapon in history to be pro¬ 
duced in an estimated 30 million 
units. Over 150 pages and over 
100 illustrations, soft cover. 

No. 135.$3.95 


BROWNING HI-POWER 
PISTOL 

This volume thoroughly explores 
all the facets of the various 
military and civilian models, 
from use, disassembly, mainte¬ 
nance and detail repair to 
history and accessories. With 
nearly 50 pages and 40 clear 
illustrations. Soft cover. 

No.125.$2.95 


SWEDISH "K” 
SUBMACHINE GUN 

Profusely illustrated coverage of 
design features, construction, 
use, maintenance repair and 
trouble shooting, including illus- 
tated details of the silenced ver¬ 
sion, Large format 24 pages, soft 
cover. 

No. 137.$2.00 


.30 CARBINES 
Ml, Ml Al, M2 & M3 
Completely detailed and fully 
illustrated coverage of all prac¬ 
tical and technical angles, from 
disassembly and inspection to 
full ordnance repair. Over 220 
pages, soft cover. 

No, 013.$5.95 


SUBMACHINE GUNS 
.45, M3 & M3A 1 

Over 150 pages, profusely illus¬ 
trated and clearly presented, the 
two part volume contains virtu¬ 
ally all there is to know about 
the “Greaseguns,’' even to the 
copy in 9mm used by the Viet 
Cong and illustrations of the 
silencer they put on it! Soft cover 
No. 032.$3.95 


WALTHER P-38 Pistol 
Major George Nonte 
A complete volume on the 
famous P-38, by one of the 
world's leading handgun experts. 
All facets are covered in nearly 
100 pages and 80 large and clear 
photos and illustrations. Soft 
cover. 

No. 127.$3.95 


UZI SUBMACHINE GUN 

This comprehensive volume 
gives fully illustrated details on 
both the wooden and folding 
metal stock models; function¬ 
ing, detail disassembly and parts 
dec r ip t ion, plus much more. 
Nearly 50 pages and 60 clear 
illustration, soft cover. 

No. 136.$2.95 


AR-15, M-l 6 and M-16E1 
5.56mm RIFLES 
Every facet covered, from use. 
detail disassembly and inspec¬ 
tion to complete repair and 
maintenance for the various 
civilian and military models — 
the complete story on the con¬ 
troversial M-16 family. Large 
format over 100 pages and 100s 
of detailed illustrations, soft 
cover. 

No. 016.$5.95 

WALTHER MP 
SUBMACHINE GUN 

Profusely illustrated coverage of 
design features, construction, 
use, maintenance repair and 
trouble-shooting, plus full details 
of the silenced MPK. Large 
format, soft cover. 

No. 138.$2.00 



Locksmithing 



LOCK PICKING SIMPLIFIED 
This manual covers the basics 
of teaching yourself how to pick 
locks. Well illustrated, with easy 
to understand drawings and 
pictures. You are shown how to 
make your own picks and 
related tools. Soft cover. 

No. 101.$4.95 


COMBINATION LOCK 
PRINCIPLES 

This manual is written around 
the popular Master 1500 com¬ 
bination padlock. Both the older 
model and the new improved 
version of the lock are covered. 
Well illustrated, with exploded 
views that fully explain how the 
lock works. Soft cover. 

No. 102.$4.95 


HOW TO FIT KEYS 
BY IMPRESSIONING 

This manual will teach you all 
the skills necessary to fit keys to 
locks without picking or remov¬ 
ing the mechanism. Large illus¬ 
trations, soft cover. 

No. 103.$4.95 


KEYS TO UNDERSTANDING 
TUBULAR LOCKS 
It covers: internal construction; 
how to disassemble and rekey; 
how to open by drilling; how to 
open by picking; how to open 
by impressioning; how to make 
some of the necessary tools. 
Profusely illustrated with draw¬ 
ings and pictures, soft cover. 

No. 104.$4.95 


TECHNIQUE OF SAFE 
& VAULT MANIPULATION 
This manual covers all the basics 
of learning how to manipulate 
combination locks such as found 
on safes and vaults. Well illus¬ 
trated, with large photos and 
drawings. Large fromat. soft 
cover. 

No. 105.$9.95 


Improvised 
^ ^ Weapons 


Improvised weapons 

of the 

AMERICAN UNDERGROUND 
. . . compiled from actual hand¬ 
books & other publications of 
various paramilitary groups. In¬ 
cluded are original articles on 
how to make: Nitroglycerin, 
Plastic Explosives, Oetonators & 
Primers, Fuses, Impact Ignition 
Incendiary Devices, Agricultural 
type Ammonium Nitrate A High 
Explosive, Theory, Oesign & 
Construction of Various Types 
of Silencers, PLUS! reproduced 
plans of a homemade sub¬ 
machine gun, claimed to have 
been buildabte in an average 
home workshop for under 
$7.Q0. Large format, soft cover. 
No. 110.$6.95 

HOME WORKSHOP GUNS 
FOR DEFENSE AND 
RESISTANCE 

Vol. 1: The Submachine Gun 
By Bill Holmes 

For the first time a book written 
totally on the subject of building 
a submachine gun. Everything is 
covered from rifling the barrel to 
forming the magazine to bluing 
the finished product. 140 pages, 
over 80 clear photos & machine 
drawings. Soft cover. 

No. HWG-1.$6.00 


IMPROVISED MUNITIONS 
BLACK BOOKS 
Vol. 1 & 2 

These books were originally 
developed by the Frankford 
Arsenal for the CIA and Special 
Forces. They are the most de¬ 
tailed and comprehensive works 
ever done on the subject of im¬ 
provised weapons. For years 
they have been the most sought 
after and secretive books ever 
published by the American 
Military. Completely illustrated, 
soft covers. 

No. 204 (Vol. 1).$9.95 

No. 205 (Vol. 2).$9.95 

MILITARY SCIENCE 
For Revolutionaires 
By Johann Most 

(original title) This is the first 
book ever written on improvised 
munitions. It was written in 
1884 and contains descriptive 
procedures and formulas for the 
manufacture of: nitroglycerine, 
picric acid, dynamite, gun 
cotton, fulminate of mercury, 
nitrogelatine, incendiary materi¬ 
als. poisoning weapons, poisons 
(prussic acid), invisible inks. 
80 pages, pocket size, soft 
cover. 

No. 211.$4.95 


— -j^rwr 

& tit d 

Silencers 


FIREARM SILENCERS 
VOL. 1, U.S. 

Donald B Mclean 
This work is an exhaustive study 
of the history, design, develop¬ 
ment and use of firearm silencers 
in the United States, from an¬ 
tiques to OSS and CIA super¬ 
spy weapons and silencers used 
in Viet Nam. The designs of all 
American inventors, including 
the famous Maxim and Moore 
designs, are revealed with over 
200 photos and line drawings. 
Over 120 pages, soft cover. 

No. 005.$5.95 

SILENCERS PATTERNS 
AND PRINCIPLES 
This very comprehensive and 
very large volume presents the 
physical and functional descrp* 
tions and accoustical evaluation 
of a variety of silenced small 
arms. Includes a very thorough 
discussion of silencing principles 
and a theoretical analysis of 
various noise generating phe¬ 
nomenon. Plus much more! 
Over 210 pages, large format, 
soft cover. 

No. 007.$9.95 


ORDER FORM 


DESERT PUBLICATIONS 

Dept. SF Cornville, AZ 86325 


TITLE or BOOK No. 


Price Total 


Arizona Residents Add 4% State Sales Tax Total 


INFORMATION FOR CREDIT CARO ORDERS 1 


Master Chaige No._ 
4 Digit Bank No_ 


Add your purchase to your 
MASTER CHARGE oi 
VISA CARD 
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COMBELT 



For the gentleman of leisure ... for 
the man of action The Blackie Collins 
design is simple, practical, undetect¬ 
able arid like no other belt buckle 
knife you’ve seen before. In a classic 
style that adapts to any attire, the 
ComBelt is at ease with a business 
suit, casual clothes or jeans. There is 
no hirit from the buckle that it is an 
integral part of the double edged 
knife system at your fingertips, ready 
for instant use ... whatever the 
purpose. The ComBelt is made to be 
brought into action with one hand 
while the belt remains securely 
fastened with a Velcro closure system. 
The ComBelt will be one of the most 
practical accessories in your 
wardrobe, your knife collection and 
your weapons arsenal. The buckle is 
solid brass with non-glare satin finish; 
the blade is 2 3/8” x 5/8” of 400C 
stainless steel, double edged and with 
a satin finish. The belts are available 
in black or brown oiled leather and 
are 1 W* wide. 


To order, send your waist size 
and belt color choice with 
$40.00 (extra belts - $10.00) to: 


ARMAMENT SYSTEMS 
PRODUCTS, UNLTD. 

P.O.Box 18595 /SOF 
Atlanta, GA 30326 




FULL 

AUTO 

Chuck 


In his last column, Chuck Taylor 
showed that the three main categories 
yielding effective use of the automatic 
rifle are aiming, the need for a bipod 
when possible to stabilize the weapon 
while in full automatic mode, and those 
factors that result in such a hold. These 
factors are: 1. Grip of the left hand so 
that the firer's arm is as straight as 
possible. 2. Holding the rifle butt in the 
pocket of the shoulder to reduce recoil. 
3. Holding the right elbow so as to pro¬ 
vide balance to the firer's position. 4. 
Achieving proper stock weld so that the 
firer's cheek is placed on the rifle stock 
for consistent, correct eye relationship 
with the sights, enabling weapon and 
firer’s head to recoil as a unit. 5. Proper 
breathing for correct sight alignment and 
sight picture. 6. Grip of the right hand for 
proper placement of the buttstock: 
7. Muscular tension for proper control 
of the weapon. 8. Trigger control for 
optimum burst control and ammo econo¬ 
my. 

Five basic positions facilitate effective 
use of the automatic rifle , the first two 
of which, the Prone-Bipod-Supported 



Underarm, although least accurate of all 
positions, is frequently used for close range 
and final stages of assault. Right arm of firer 
should hold buttstock of weapon firmly against 
body, left hand grip handguard firmly, far 
enough forward to control muzzle of weapon. 


Position and the Bipod-Supported Fox¬ 
hole Position. were analyzed in depth in 
our last issue. The three remaining 
positions are covered below. 

The next position, and one that finds 
particular credence for use in urban 
and/or built-up areas is the Kneeling 
Supported Position. It allows conceal¬ 
ment as well as stability to the firer while 
providing him with better battlefield ob¬ 
servation than from the prone or foxhole 
positions. In order to assume this parti¬ 
cular position, one merely faces the 
target, with the left leg slightly ahead of 
the right, and drops to one knee, shift¬ 
ing his weight forward to allow contact 
of his left shoulder, arm, and leg on the 
supporting object. The weapon should 
not touch or rest on or against the sup¬ 
porting object. 

Position number four is the Underarm. 
It is, obviously, the least accurate of the 
five positions discussed herein and is in¬ 
tended only for use in an emergency or in 
the final stages of the assault where 
multiple targets appear at close range 
very quickly. Basically, the position 



Standing position is assumed in same manner 
as normal semi-auto standing position. Ranges 
should be kept to 100 meters or less, when 
used in full-auto mode. 
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ISSUE NUMBER ONE S3.00 

U.S. Vietnam Vets Attempt To Fight For Saigon/ 
- CIA Assassination Of Trujillo/Col. Hoare & His 
Mercs In Angola/American Mercs in Africa/ 
Jeff Cooper On Rhodesia/Amazing New Israeli 
Galil Assault Rifle/Springfield Armory MIA & 
ART/OSS's Super-Secret Spy Lab/Underwater 
Knife Fighting/Flying F-4 Phantoms For U.S. & 
Israel 


ISSUE NUMBER TWO S3.00 

Bayo-Pawley Affair/War in Angola/Mythologies 
Of The Terrorist War/Rhodesian Update/Special 
Forces Desert Training/Recon Team Tennessee 
/Thailand: The Next Domino?/World Combat 
Pistol Match/Second Chance Police Combat 
Shoot/ParaMedics Jump Into Honduras/ 
Another Look At The CIA/Onset Of The Dark 
Ages/Reunion Of Professionals 


ISSUE NUMBER THREE S3 00 

Operation Diablo/Angola Flashbacks/SOF 
Interviews A Nam Vet-FNLA Merc/Mad Dog 
Callan-A Merc Runs Amuck/Angola Now . 
Where Next?/Rhodesia Is Ready/Arrest In 
Zaire/The Murderous Skies ol Mozambique/ 
The Vietnam Disaster/Spy Watch/The 
Challenge Ol Deep Sea Diving/The Bushmaster/ 
SWAT Remote Control Explosives Techniques/ 
Silhouette Pistol Matches 


ISSUE NUMBER FOUR $3.00 

George Bacon lit: A 20th Century Crusader/ 
SOF Interviews Gen. G.P. Walls-C&C Of The 
Rhodesian Army/American Merc In Israel/ 
Arrest In Zaire: Part 2/The Deadly American/ 
Snakebite!/Future Of Gun Ownership In The 
U.S./Second Chance Handgun Shoot #2/ 
International Combat Pistol Conference/Basic 
Combat Training/Guerrilia Warfare In German 
East Africa: 1914-1B 


ISSUE NUMBER FIVE $3.00 

Ralph Thorsen: Modern Day Bounty Hunter/ 
Murder In Luanda/SOF Interviews Sir Robert 
Thompson/Terror In Beruit - An Inside Look At 
The PLO/War In Rhodesia/The Great Pot Plot/ 
Mercs Of The American Revolution/Snake Bite: 
Pad 2/American 180: Test & Evaluation/Star 
PD 45 Auto: Test & Evaluation/MAC Stinger/ 
Spinning Death: Test & Evaluation/An Intrusion 
Detection System/Urban Street Survival 



ISSUE NUMBER SIX $3.00 

SOF Interviews Major Nich Lamprecht: 
Rhodesian Army Recruiting Officer/SOF Recon. 
Action In South Africa/Paramedics In 
Guatemala/ Big Bore Blasters/Dectonics 45 
Auto: Test & Evaluation/NRA Survival School 
IPSC Combat Sectionals/Black Water, Bombs & 
Bodies/Blades For Conceaiment/NYPD Under 
Cover 


ISSUE NUMBER EIGHT S3.00 

Nightwatch/Let's Print The Truth About 
Rhodesia/Israeli Defense Force: Ready & 
Waiting/The Kill'.’A Firefight In Rhodesia/South 
African Army Prepares for War/Objective 
Conotou/lnterview: Mike Echanis/Sentry 
Removal/NRA Shakeup: A Victory For Gun 
Ownership/Reloading The Ml A/Best Combat 
Shooters In U.S./Linebacker II: Part 2 


ISSUE NUMBER NINE $3.00 

Africa Is Burning/And They Were The Pros? A 
Professional Soldier Evaluates CIA/Cuban Exile 
Operations/Free-Lancing In Carrtbodia/Silent 
Death In Vietnam/The New Sidewinder 
Tomorrow's SMG Today/Great Expectations: 
The AR-10/Blackjacks & Billies/Sentry 
Removal/Home Drying Journey Food 


ISSUE NUMBER TEN S3.0Q 

Castration By Design/The Sanctioning Of 
Tyranny/Big Story/Tel 68 Rangers In Action/ 
Africa’s Next Hot Spot?/Pros At Work: Bounty 
Hunting In Africa/Grey's Scouts Ride Again/ 
International Pistol Shooting Confederation 
World Championships/And They Were The 
Pros: Part 2/P-38K: Short Barrelled Dynamite/ 
Combat Pistol Craft 


ISSUE NUMBER FOURTEEN $3.00 

The ST-23 Fighting Knife/SOF Fights BATF Gun 
Registration Effort/SWAT In Action/The Cavalry 
Rides Again/South Africa VS SWAPO 
Terrorists/Atter Action Report: South African 
Strike Into Angola/PLO Operations In 
Lebanon/L-Tronic Night Sight/The French 
Foreign Legion Today: Conclusion/America's 
Gestapo In Action 


SOF/15 

ORDER FORM 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BACK ISSUES 

$3.00 EACH 

PLEASE ADD 50' FOR EACH ISSUE TO COVER 
POSTAGE & HANDLING 


I ENCLOSE CHECK/MONEY ORDER FOR $ _ 

NAME(PRINT) _ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY_ 

STATE_ZIP 


RETURN TO: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BACK ISSUES 
P.O. BOX 693, BOULDER , COLORADO 80306 

PLEASE ALLOW 30 DAYS FOR DELIVERY 

THIS OFFER EXPIRES JANUARY 1, 1979 


SOF/15 

ORDER FORM 

SIX ISSUE SUBSCRIPTION TO 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

THE JOURNAL OF PROFESSIONAL ADVENTURERS 

FOR ONLY $10.00 
TWELVE ISSUE SUBSCRIPTION 
FOR ONLY $18.00 


□ 

#1 

□ 

#6 

NAME (PRINT) 


□ 

#2 

□ 

#8 

ADDRESS 


□ 

#3 

□ 

#9 

CITY 


□ 

#4 

□ 

#10 

STATE 

ZIP 

□ 

#5 

□ 

#14 

IMPORTANT PLEASE ^ □ NEW SUBSCRIPTION □ 
□ MY PAYMENT ENCLOSED, AMOUNTS 

RENEWAL SUBSCRIPTION 


□ BILL ME (APPLIES TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS WITHIN THE U.S. ONLY) 

□ ADD $7.00 DOMESTIC-FIRST CLASS □ ADD $3.00 AIR * CANADA & MEXICO 

□ ADD $12.00 AIR-EUROPE & LATIN AM. □ ADD $15.00 AIR-OTHER CONTINENTS 

PLEASE AFFIX OLD ADDRESS LABEL HERE 
IF RENEWING OR CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


RETURN TO: 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE SUBSCRIPTION DEPT., 
P.O. BOX 693, BOULDER, COLORADO 80306 

ALLOW 60 DAYS FOR FIRST COPY OF YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 
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NUNCHAKU 

Powerful, but Compact 
Weapon from the East! 

Many times more effective than knives or clubs, 
even against multiple attacks. Whipping mo¬ 
tion afforded by flexible connection between 
handles yields many times the speed and power 
of just a straight stick. Patented Swivel-Chain 
provides smoothness with ultimate strength. 
Made of Jungle hardwood similar to Teak. 
African Rosewood models are finished in clear 
laquer to show off their fine red color. Both 
hardwood and rosewood model s'are very strong 
and hard. All handles taper from 1W to 1" at 
connecting end. 12" lengths are most popular 
and give a little extra speed. 14" gives a bit 
more power and reach. 


Throwing Star That Sticks Every Time! 




OCTAGON Chain Style 
NO. 114- 14 IN.. 15 OZ., Black 
NO. 115- 12 IN.. 14 OZ.. Black 


Each 

$8.95 


NO. 102 - 14 IN.. 17 OZ.. Rosewood 
NO. 103 - 12 IN.. 16 OZ.. Rosewood 


$11.95 



T raditional 

OCTAGON Nylon Strung Style Each 


$3.25 $1.50 

NO. 226 No. 200 

Martial arts throwing knife. 

Throw like dart. 200 is 4” 

& 201 is 2-5/8" Both are 
1/16" thick & nickel plat¬ 
ed. Pro model 226 is 1/8" | 
thick, yk" & sharpened. I 

High grade steel. I 

--- m% 

BANKAMERICARD& MASTER CHARGE 

Accepted for orders over S20. Give number 
and expiration date. Sign order same as 
signature appears on card PHONE ORDERS 
BY CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED. Sorry, no 
collect calls MONEY ORDER or CERTIFIED 
CHECK assures prompt shipment Personal 
checks are held for clearance. 


80 C 
NO. 201 


NO. 106 - 14 IN.. 12 OZ.. No finish £ A ne 
NO. 107- 12 IN., 11 OZ.. No finish 


Nunchaku Carrying Case- No. 134 $2.95 

Black vinyl, zippered case fits alt nunchaku. 

Book - NUNCHAKU & SAI No. 9090 - $7.95 
SEND FOR I By Ryusho Sakagami. Complete nunchaku train- 
I vni id»c MOW II irf 9 manual. Extra clear multiple photo tech- 
I • UUn o n jq ue shows how to use this amazing weapon. 


SEND YOUR ORDER TO 


DOLAN S SPORTS 

620 Fairview Ave. Dept. SF-2 
Neptune, N.J. 07753 
201 - 922 - 3382 


ADD SHIPPING 
CHARGES 

Orders under $10— 75c 

SlOto $20-$1.00 

Over S20-$1.50 



Designed by Danny Thornton, this ultra-lightweight ( 6 y 2 oz) survival knife 
puts the others to shame. A hollow aluminum handle (4y2” x 3 A”) holds all 
the items you'll need for an emergency, and it's completely waterproof. 
Quicksilver’s blade is 4" of 440CC stainless steel, hand ground to a spear 
point and features a useful false edge. A unique spring lock retaining clip 
in the black leather sheath holds the knife safe and secure in any position; 
the classic boot/belt clip is standard. The Quicksilver system is fast, safe, 

To order send $42.50 to: 

ARMAMENT SYSTEMS 
PRODUCTS, UNLTD. 

P.O. Box 18595/SOF 
Atlanta, GA 30326 



encompasses the firer facing the target 
with his feet about a shoulder’s width 
apart, the left foot about a half-step 
forward of the right. The firer’s weight 
should be kept on both feet, to main¬ 
tain balance, with both knees slightly 
flexed, similar to the boxer’s stance. 
The butt of the weapon should be po¬ 
sitioned as far up into the armpit as 
possible to allow maximum control. The 
right arm of the firer should hold the 
stock of the weapon tightly to the side of 
the body. His left hand should grip the 
front handguard of the weapon firmly and 
be placed far enough forward to facilitate 
ea$y guidance of the weapon’s muzzle. 
The muzzle itself should be slightly de¬ 
pressed to make the most of potential 
ricochets and to adjust fire by observation 
of bullet impact(s) on the ground. As 
with all of the positions, the right hand 
grasps the pistol grip/small of the stock 
firmly, exerting downward, rearward 
pressure. 

The last position is the basic Standing 
Position. It is assumed in exactly the 
same manner as the classic semi-auto¬ 
matic technique dictates. It should be 
used, if terrain and obstacles allow, in 
preference to the underarm, due to its 
superior accuracy potential. As with the 
underarm, however, ranges should be 
kept to a minimum, in this case, 100 
meters or less. 

As the potential arms philosopher/ 
student begins to study and learn these 
positions, he finds that, for the most 
part, the techniques of automatic fire are 
completely different in many ways from 
the conventional semi-automatic type. He 
also finds out immediately that any 
attempt to employ conventional tech¬ 
niques on weapons used in the fully- 
automatic mode results in miserable 
failure which, on the battlefield, can 
easily mean death! 

The problem becomes quite clear at 
this point, and one wonders why the 
military communities of the world 
allowed it to happen in the first place! I 
don’t know the answer, but I do know that 
the world’s armies must either properly 
train their troops in the use of auto¬ 
weapons or not issue them any! The 
reasoning for this is blatantly obvious; 
They’re better off with semi-only wea¬ 
pons since they can’t hit anything in the 
auto-mode anyway! All they do is create 
an immense logistics problem with 
excessive ammunition expenditure. 

Current-day economics tell us that we 
now have the capability to shoot up our 
small arms ammunition seven times 
faster than we can manufacture it! I 
can’t think of a better reason to insure 
that our weapons systems are properly 
utilized and that the personnel who are 
responsible for utilizing them are cor¬ 
rectly indoctrinated and trained. Survival 
and the price of victory hang on just such 
things! 

Continued on page 66 
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HAND TO HAKB COAUAT * SPECIAL 
WEAPONS * SPECIAL TACTICS SERIES 

THE SECRET FIGHTING ART OF THE DEADLIEST MEN IN THE WORLD 

BY MICHAEL D. ECHANIS 

Described by SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE, Described by BLACK BELT MAGAZINE, the 
The Journal of Professional Adventurers, as “the world’s leading publication on self-defense, as 
modern classic of hand-to-hand combat, knife fighting “the most effective system of close-quarter combat 
books.” in the modern world.” 



KNfHE 

fPR CPPWPAT 




VOLUME #1: KNIFE SELF- 
DEFENSE FOR COMBAT 

“38 of the most effective disarming and joint-breaking 
techniques ever written.” Over 350 easy-to-follow, 
step-by-step, clear and uncluttered photographs. 
PRICE: $4.95 


VOLUME #2: KNIFE FIGHTING/ 
KNIFE THROWING FOR COMBAT 

“The most lethal form of close-quarter combat ever 
put in print.” Over 800 easy-to-follow, step-by-step, 
clear and uncluttered photographs. 

PRICE: $7.95 



For the first time in U.S. military history, the fighting 
techniques of the toughest men in the world, the U.S. 
Army Special Forces/Rangers and the U.S. Navy 
SEALS, is available in print. The newly published re¬ 
vised editions of the original nine volume series, the 
SPECIAL FORCES/RANGER-UDT/SEAL/HAND-TO- 
HAND COMBA T/SPECIAL WEAPONS/SPECIAL 
TACTICS SERIES, brings American soldiers and world 
adventurers the deadliest and most effective system for 
close-quarter battle and survival ever written. Devel¬ 
oped from the SECRET fighting system utilized by the 
fiercest fighting warriors in Asia, the Korean Hwa 


Rang , analyzed and integrated with American close- 
quarter combat techniques and developed and refined 
into a unique new close-combat system by a handpicked 
team of Special Forces, Ranger, SEAL and Force recon 
hand-to-hand combat, special weapons, special tactics 
experts, headed and directed by Mr. Echanis. The new 
SPECIAL FORCES/RANGER-UDT/SEAL/HAND-TO- 
HAND COMBA T/SPECIAL WEAPONS/SPECIAL 
TACTICS SERIES, (S.W.A.T.), is the most detailed 
and highly developed system of close-quarter combata- 
tives in the history of modern warfare. This unique new 
system of close-combat marks a milestone in martial 
arts and military developments and publications. 


PLEASE SEND ME 
PLEASE SEND ME 


LIMITED SUPPLY—ORDER YOURS TODAY! 

COPIES (AT $4.95 EACH PLUS $1 P & H) OF VOLUME #1 
COPIES (AT $7.95 EACH PLUS $1 P & H) OF VOLUME #2 


ENCLOSED FIND MY CHECK/MONEY ORDER FOR $ 

NAME (print)__ 

ADDRESS _,_ CITY 


STATE 


Please make check/M.O. payable to: 

PHOENIX ASSOC., DEPT. 3, BOX 693, BOULDER, COLORADO 80306 
ALLOW 30 DAYS FOR DELIVERY 


SOLDIl^K OF FORTUNE 
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TERRAIN & 
SITUATION 

Jerry Ahern 


THE ULTIMATE IN 
SURVEILLANCE! 



K-88 FORWARD RECON. 


SCOPE 

• See them long before they see you! 
... If they ever do, it will be up to 
you and on your terms! 

• So powerful are these optics that 

you can Identify a vehicle at 6 
miles! ... Identify aircraft at 22 
miles! ... A sentry’s weapon at 4 
miles! 

• Can be used as a telephoto lens 

as well! (Specify your current 35mm 
SLR and add $25) 

• Field Model comes complete with 
mini-pod, erecting prism, case, and 
36x eyepiece (add $20 for lOOx 
eyepiece) 

LIGHT AMPLIFYING POWER = 
160x HUMAN EYE 
AVERAGE MAGNIFICATION = 
36x1OOx 

EFFECTIVE FOCAL LENGTH = 
1000mm (40 inches) 

TUBE LENGTH = 

200mm (8 inches) 

TUBE DIAMETER = 
125mm (5 inches) 

CLEAR APERATURE = 
90mm (3.5 inches) 
WEIGHT = 4 lbs. 

PRICE; $295.00 ppd. 

Send Cash, Postal Money Order, Certified 
Checks ONLY or Master Charge. Visa, or 
American Express number to: 


R.M.S. INC 

P.O. BOX 4489 

BOULDER, COLORADO 80306 
U.S.A. 

QUANTITY PURCHASE 
INQUIRIES INVITED 


Although people like them, myself in¬ 
cluded, two-inch barreled revolvers are 
not the ultimate combination of power 
and concealability they’re cracked up to 
be. More and more, the switch is to .380 
automatics loaded with high velocity 
hollow point ammunition. Firepower sur¬ 
passes the usual five or six shots in a 
revolver, reloading is appreciably faster, 
and the old saw about reliability in an 
automatic is beginning to fade. Several 
excellent .380s are on the market, but one 
in particular is clearly very much respon¬ 
sible for the excellent reputation of the 
.380. That gun, enjoying a sort-of 50th 
anniversary this year, is the Walther 
PPK/S. 

Before arms historians scream, the 
50-year-old gun is actually the Walther 
PP, originally introduced in 1928. In 
1932, the PPK was bom. After the 1968 
Gun Control Act, Walther combined the 
PPK barrel and slide with the PP frame 
and produced the PPK/S, or Polizei 
Pistole Kriminal/Special. The PPK/S 
is the most popular of the Walther mid- 
frames in America and one of the finest 
guns available. 

Made in .22 Long Rifle, .32 ACP and 
.380, the latter is the obvious best choice 
for defense, although some special 
protective units use PP series guns in the 
rimfire caliber. James Bond always 
carried his PPK in .32, but that is simply 
due to a European preference for lower 
calibers. 

In .380, the PPK/S, like the PP, fea¬ 
tures a seven-round single column box- 
type magazine with convenient witness 
holes. Two magazines are provided, one 
with standard floorplate and the other 
with a plastic finger-rest extension. 

When the pistol is carried concealed, 
the finger-rest magazine should be used 
as the spare since the standard magazine 
provides a flatter profile under clothing. 
Finish on the PPK/S is a dark blue-black 
and relatively durable. An excellent addi¬ 
tion to a PPK/S is an Armolov hard 
chrome finish which gives the gun the 
appearance of stainless steel and even 
greater resistance to rust and corrosion. 

The PP was the first commercially 
successful double action semi-auto. 
Single action trigger pull is excellent and 
the DA pull on all specimens examined in 
this series has been quite satisfactory. 
PP series guns are noted for their extra¬ 
ordinarily high out-of-the-box accuracy. 
The PPK/S is no exception. 


The PP series guns feature one of the 
most positive safety systems of any gun, 
perhaps the best ever devised. To lower 
the hammer, simply depress the slide- 
mounted thumb safety. This automatical¬ 
ly interposes a solid steel block between 
the hammer and the firing pin. The ham¬ 
mer drops safely. On World War II 
vintage guns, due to the haste of war¬ 
time production, it is wise to check the 
safety system carefully before using. 
There is no reason to expect a problem 
with a PP series gun, but a little caution 
never hurts. 

The pistol can be carried safely with 
hammer down and the safety off, since 
the only way to allow the hammer to 
contact the firing pin is by pulling the 
trigger. 

Centerfire PP series guns feature a 
loaded chamber indicator which can 
easily be felt in the dark. Sometimes a 
fatigued spring will cause the indicator to 
malfunction. This is rare and not usually 
experienced in a new pistol. It is, how¬ 
ever, something to check periodically 
throughout the pistol’s service life. 

Sights on the PPK/S are perfectly 
adequate. An easy-to-pick-up square 
notch rear sight with white base leads to 
a white dotted blade front. The sighting 
plane is a full-length matte rib. 

After firing the last shot, the slide 
automatically remains open. Magazine 
replacement is fast via the push-button 
release. Some French-manufactured 
specimens of the PPK feature a slower 
base-of-the-butt magazine release, as do 
Turkish copies of the PP. 

Of all-steel construction, the PP series 
guns are suitable for use with all name 
brand commercial .380 ammo, standard 
solids or high speed hollow points. Not 
of locked breech design, handloading to 
extremely high chamber pressures 
should be approached cautiously. 

Standard factory grips with the PPK/S 
are black checkered plastic and are quite 
durable. Interarms, exclusive importer of 
Walther pistols in the U.S., also offers 
checkered walnut replacement stocks. 
Style Manufacturing markets well¬ 
fitting checkered Zebra wood stocks. Best 
of all seem to be the black checkered 
rubber Fachmayr grips with wrap-around 
design to cover even the backstrap. I’ve 
owned two PPK models and currently 
I’m on my third PPK/S. All shot marvel¬ 
ously and performed flawlessly. Most 
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FIRST CHANCE HOLSTER SYSTEM 

FINALLY A CUSTOM QUALITY HOLSTER SYSTEM AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE 


The First Chance Holsters are crafted from select 7-8 oz, gumback 
shoulder leather, hand fitted, stamped, and wet moulded on an 
individual basis. They are stitched with mylar, a non-rotting thread 
utilizing double stitched inseams at stress points. Our finishes are 
hand rubbed, burnished, waxed and polished. The thumb snaps are 
solid brass. The hand labor and care put into the crafting of each 
holster assures the user of consistently superior results. The optional 
shoulder harness is fully stitched to prevent stretching with age. 


When ordering specify make, model of gun, and barrel length, color, 
plain, basket or border. On Smith revolvers, specify regular or 
target hammer right or left handed 
Prices: 

$23.95 Plain or Border Add $2.00 for 6 inch barrels 

$25.95 Basket Add $10.00 for premium kid suide lined 

$14.95 


Your First Chance might be your only chance 

The First Chance is now available in the following: 

Smith & Wesson 2 to 6 inch barrels 
Dan & Wesson 2 to 6 inch barrels 
Colt 2 to 6 inch barrels 

Ruger 2 to 6 inch barrels 

Charter Arms .38 cal. 2" and 3" 

Automatics 
Walthers - PPKS 
Colt Combat Commander 
Llama AIM 
Detonics 45 

Smith Model 39 and Model 59 
Colt Government Model MK IV 
and Gold Cup 
Browning High Power 
Llama 45 cal. super .38 and 9mm 
Mauser H.S.C. 


"Standard Draw 


Optional shoulder harness. 

Fits all First Chance holsters 
Available colors: Dark brown Black 

Mahogany Tan 

Allow four weeks delivery 

Want your First Change personalized? Maximum three initials $5.00 

The ultimate in concealment and quality ..... 



"Cross Draw 


In Place with Optional Shoulder Harness'‘ 


THE SKELETON 

Manufactured by 

The Leather Grafters, Inc. 

Distributed exclusively by 
Horizon Industries. 


Price: $41.95 complete 


Harry wishes he had one! 

Features 

• Skeleton design less weight and bulk 

• Premium kid velvet suede lined 

• Positive snap holds gun secure 

• Available right or left handed 

Plain only. When ordering specify make, model of gun, and barrel 
length. On Smith revolvers, specify regular or target hammer. 


The Skeleton was designed to conceal 6 inch through 8-3/8 inch 
revolvers, also to provide a holster for scoped guns. Available in 
6 to 8-3/8 inch barrels on the following makes: 

Smith & Wesson Dan Wesson 

Colt Ruger 



"The Skeleton 


LORAY KNIFE SHARPENER 

Anyone can sharpen a knife to a razor edge "if" you 
can hold the exact same angle stroke after each stroke. 
But, most of us can't. 


$24.95 includes — 
clamp — HI-hone holder 
honing oil and 1 each 
coarse, medium and fine 
honing stones and case 

Extra coarse stone $3.97 
Extra fine stone - $5.95 

Features: 

• The exact same angle stroke 

after stroke 

• Can re-edge even chipped 

and broken edges 

• Change the angle on any 

knife 

• Will sharpen even the 

toughest steels — 
stainless or high carbon 

• A perfect edge every time 

• Everything you need in 

convenient high impact 
plastic case. 

HORIZON INDUSTRIES 




SURVIVAL AND RESCUE TOOL 

The SURVIVAL/RESCUE TOOL has been used and endorsed by 
members of the following organizations: U.S. Army Special Forces, 
82nd Airborne Division, XVIII Airborne Corps, U.S. Army Rangers, 
law enforcement agencies, civilian rescue units, fire depts., professional 
survival experts, air crews, and professional guides and outfitters. 

Price: $36.00 — includes: leather sheath, field manual 
2 for $68.95 

Field manual brochure — $1.25 

PUT THE ODDS IN YOUR FA VOR 


Can your knife — 

Be utilized even when 
your fingers are broken, 
burnt, or frozen? 

Split a 6 inch log? 

Be held in your hand 
while you swim, climb 
a ropr or fire a weapon? 
Withstand 20 smashing 
blows with a 20 lb. 
hammer then cut 
through an auto or air¬ 
craft body without 
being damaged? 


USED BY 

• MILITARY • PARAMEDICS • HUNTERS 

• POLICEMEN • FIREMEN • FISHERMEN 

• PARACHUTISTS • BACK PACKERS • SCOUTS 


• PILOTS 

• RESCUE TEAMS 

• TRUCKERS 



Pat No. 386-5370 


P.O. Box 18859, Dept. S.O.F. 


Irvine, California 92713 


■ KNIFE EDGE 

- BONE A METAL SAW 
W|R£ STRIPPER 
'■ BACK CUTTING EDGE 

■ BOTTLE CAP OPENER 
CLASS AND 

TILE CUTTER 

• MADE OF 440 C 

STAINLESS STEEL 

• NYLON CORD 

• LEATHER SHEATH 

INCLUDED 


(714) 835-7232 




















Type A-2 U.S. Army Air Force Leather Flight Jacket 
An exact duplicate of the Army Air Corps pilots 
jacket first issued in 1938. This jacket is made of 
top quality horse & cowhides, includes use of brass 
zipper, fasteners, and collar clip; all materials 
conforming to original USAAF Spec. #30-1415. 
Compare ours; this jacket is the finest A-2 available 
today! Sizes 36-46 $99,99 plus $3.50 P&H. 

Size 48/50 add 10% 


W,' 


U.S.N. G-1 Leather Flight Jacket 
Current Navy issue; not a copy, but the same jacket 
made by the govt, contractor to MIL-J-7823B Spec, 
for Navy aviation personnel. Sizes 36-46 $99.95 
plus $3.50 P&H. Size 48/50 add 10% 
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All orders shipped postpaid. 
Master Charge and Visa accepted 


Write or call: 


Avirex 


© 


Sorry 
No COD’s 


Limited 


Suite 1405,468 Park Ave., New York, N.Y. 10016 
(212)697-3414 ORDERS ONLY 1-800-223-0100 


~Nam7 

Address 

City 


State 

Zip 


Size 

No. 

Amt. Erie. 



Card » 


Interbank a 

E*p Date 








PPK/S pistols will feed standard length 
hollow points without difficulty. Mine 
handles the old Lee Jurras Super-Vels or 
the superlative Federal hollow points as 
well as it feeds standard Remington or 
Western solids. 

For more information see your local 
dealer or contact lnterarms, 10 Prince 
Street, Alexandria, Va. 22313. 

***** 

Colt Firearms has the interesting habit 
of periodically discontinuing very popular 
handguns. They did this for a time with 
the Single Action Army, then brought it 
back. They did this with the Colt Service 
Ace. Now it is back as well. The Service 
Ace is a Government Model .45 auto 
frame with Conversion Unit-style .22 
Long Rifle slide, barrel, barrel bushing, 
and recoil spring. The magazine holds 
10 .22 LR rounds in single line and of 
course an 11th round can be chamber 
carried. Safety systems are the same as 
in the .45 auto version. The rear sight is 
windage and elevation adjustable. The 
front sight is a blade. 

One might ask who would want such a 
gun? Many people. The reason is pure 
economics. In blue finish, you can get 
away with the gun for under $300, the 
same as a new commercial Government 
Model. Fire 30 boxes of .45 ACP at a 
low-end cost of $10 per box and you are 
out the cost of a Service Ace. 

The Service Ace is designed with a 
floating chamber. Aside from insuring 
proper functioning with the lesser energy 
of the rimfire round, the floating chamber 
helps to simulate the feel of the larger 
centerfire round for practice shooting. 

Few can afford to pump tons of hard¬ 
ball through a handgun to keep sharp 
when the chips are down. But .22 LR 
ammo is so much less expensive that 
economical practice can be had with 
meaningful results. 

In preliminary testing of the recently 
acquired Ace, functioning and general 
shooting qualities are perfectly satis¬ 
factory. And this is the main idea. 

The Colt Service Ace will pay for 
itself over the years or months, depend¬ 
ing on how rapidly you might shoot 
1500 rounds of .45 ACP. Like all Colt 
firearms, it is solidly constructed of the 
best materials. 

Colts are expensive these days, but 
for the serious .45 auto shooter, the 
Service Ace is an almost necessary in¬ 
vestment. 

Why the Service Ace instead of the less 
expensive Conversion Unit? Again, a 
simple answer. The gun is fitted at the 
factory whereas the Conversion Unit, 
however good, is an add-on. There is 
no need to have the serious ordnance in 
non-working condition while practice 
shooting. For some situations, either 
social or sporting, .22 rimfire might well 
be a good choice of caliber in itself. 

Continued on page 77 



MILITARY GRAPHICS 

P.O. BOX 9671-J 
BALTIMORE, MD21237 

LIGHTWEIGHT INSIGNIA JACKETS 


MADE in USA-PERMANENT PRESS 
STAIN-RESISTANT 

JACKET COLOR — TAN - BLUE - GOLD 
SIZES — S - M - L - XL 

INSIGNIA AVAILABLE 


J-1 101 st Abn. J-11 Abn.-NOVICE 

J-2 USN-SEAL J-12 USMC-Time in Hell 

J-3 USMC-RECON J-13 DEUTHCHLAND 
J-4 BRITISH SAS UBERALLES 

J-5 Rhodesian Army J *1 4 RANGERS 
J-6 82nd Abn. 5 SS-SKULL 

J-7 US Special Forces ^ ® British PARA Regt. 

J-8 Abn.-SENIOR J ' 17 U ^MC _ 

J-9 Abn.-MASTER SEND FOR 

J-10 Special Forces Vietnam FREE CATALOG 

1 5 95 EACH 
1 00 SHIPPING 

ALLOW 3-4 WEEKS DELIVERY 




Camoufl 
Slings! 

ONLY FROM 

Ranger 

$1395 


* Functional, handsome 
multi-color camo finish, a 
new process perfected by 
Ranger. 

- Hand-crafted from 
finest-qualily 8-9 oz. 
top-grain cowhide. 

• Cobra style, ta¬ 
pered for 1 ’■ sling 
swivels. 


• Carrying 

comfort, with 
full 1" foam pad¬ 
ding under suede 
lining. 

• Guaranteed — im¬ 
mediate refund if not de¬ 
lighted. Order now. 

Add $1 for postage. Tex¬ 
ans add tax. 


NEW! 

Send for FREE 

FULL-COLOR 
BROCHURE 

Holsters/Belts/Slings/ 
Accessories. Ranger ’s full 
advanced designs; custom 
camo and other unique 


RANGER LEATHER PRODUCTS 

Marketed exclusively by 

1602 Stemmons, Suite C-14 
Carrollton, Tx. 75006 (214)245-7911 
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when The 
Going Gets 
iDugn, 


The 
Tough 
Callon 



Finally, A Small.45 That You Design; 

Yet, It's Priced Like A Standard! 

For the professional. When your life is on the line. 
Rely on the Enforcer;^ A pistol where you choose the 
type of sight, the finish, the mainspring housing and 
your type of grip. More importantly, the Enforcer’s 
base price is less than you’ll pay for most standard 
.45’s of lesser quality. 

The Enforcer is obviously designed for Combat 
Shooting. Trim. Lightweight, Powerful. Deadly 
Accurate. 

You can choose a finish of either hard chrome, sand¬ 
blasted to a satin finish; or, Teflon*-coated for a 
rugged, durable ebony finish. Internal parts of the 
latter model also coated with Teflon to eliminate 
lubricant problems in cold or dusty areas. 


Four Basic Styles: 

• For Combat Use—Short Barrel (as illustrated), 
1. Standard. 2. Custom. 

■ Sight Radius—6.0 inches. 

■ Barrel Length—3.8 inches. 

■ Depth (Grip)—4.9 inches. 

■ Weight (empty)—2 lbs., 3 oz. 

■ Weight (load)—2 lbs., 8 oz. 

■ Capacity—7 rounds in clip; 1 in chamber. 


• For the Match Shooter—5.0-inch Barrel for greater 
accuracy. 

3. Standard. 4. Custom. 

Order now for 1978 delivery... through the Gun Dealer 
you specify. *tm - Dupont. 



For complete details, call: (602) 966-0445. 

Or, write: The Enforcer 

M-S SAFARI ARMS • P.0. Box 28355 • Tempe, AZ. 85282 
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IWO 

JIMA 


D IWO JIMA. Assault & landing! Ex¬ 
citing combat actualities, all original peri¬ 
od material from USMC archives. One 
hour of living history - recorded on loca¬ 
tion, as it happened - and you are 
there! $7.95 



□ WEHRMACHT, VOL. II. More histor¬ 
ical German soldier songs & marches, 
1939-45. Twelve selections, from rare 
original recordings. $6.95 



□ DEUTSCHE MARSCHE, VOL. III. 
More historical German instrumental 
marches, 1933-45. Thirteen selections, 
from rare original recordings by Infantry, 
Luftwaffe &SS Bands. $6.95 


Each collectors album contains only rare, 
historical material from original period 
recordings! No modern narration of any 
kind. Engineered for full sonic brilliance, 
pressed on highest quality Lp discs. Jac¬ 
kets contain extensive and historically ac¬ 
curate liner notes. 

• Dealer Inquiries Invited • 

OAKLEAF RECORDS 

P.0. Box 999 
Westfield, ISU. 07091 

(Estab. 1971 — Member, BBB of N.J.) 


COMBAT 
PISTOLCRAFT 
Jeff Cooper & 
Ken Hackathom 


While Jeff Cooper is vacationing in 
Europe, Ken Hackathom , guest editor 
in last issue's Combat Pistolcraft, will 
stand in for him . On his return, Cooper 
will continue his question-and-answer 
column. Send letters to Jeff Cooper, care 
of Soldier of Fortune Magazine, Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 

Those of us who participate in the In¬ 
ternational Practical Shooting Confedera¬ 
tion (IPSC) matches realized some time 
ago that the ranks are divided into two 
basic groups of shooters. The first group 
is made up of the '‘Sport Shooter,” who 
engages in the activity strictly as a game. 
The second group is made up of those 
that consider practical shooting as a 
martial art. Each following has definite 
ideas as to how free style practical 
shooting should be conducted. This dif¬ 
ference of thought has existed since the 
early days of free style combat shooting. 

Sport shooters look at the matches 
simply as a contest to be won. They give 
little consideration to the realistic or 
practical solution. They work harder than 
anyone else to win a match, and they 
have thus become the best shots in this 
business. It is important to note that the 
gamesmen have shown the rest of us how 
to do it; they have pioneered the tech¬ 
niques that we now use as the ground¬ 
work for becoming practical shooters. 
Their experiments with guns, leather, 
and firing techniques have served to 
solve the question of what works best 
and why. 

Unfortunately, many of the games¬ 
men have allowed their desire to win 
overshadow the logic of remaining prac¬ 
tical. Any time we allow a contestant 
to do something in a match that he would 
not do in a real encounter, then “Combat 
Logic’* is lost. The “Martial Arts” ad¬ 
vocates serve as a stabilizing factor in 
this area. Their desire to keep the match¬ 
es practical is what we must always in¬ 
sure. Combat logic is a simple term for 
doing what is realistic in a combative 
encounter. The key point to remember is 
that what you do in practice is exactly 
what you do in the real thing. We must 
not waver in the requirement that a 
man’s weapon be of the same type and 


caliber that he would use in an armed 
situation. The ammo should be of a type 
that would suffice for serious social work. 
Holsters should meet this criterion. To 
wear a holster that is only good for 
matches is unacceptable to the martial 
arts group. The gamesman, however, 
considers it just the thing to give him 
a winning edge. 

The question was put to me recently 
concerning the legal status of changing 
holster position during various stages of 
a match. The shooters in question simply 
stated that since there was nothing in the 
rules forbidding it, they should be 
allowed to complete this switch. It has 
been understood for ages that the way 
you start is the way you go through the 
entire match. Combat logic is simply, in 
this case, you don’t call for a cease fire 
while you relocate your pistol rig in a gun- 
fight. So, the gamesmen should be dis¬ 
qualified and the lesson is well learned. 
This concept must be understood, es¬ 
pecially for those just now starting new 
clubs and IPSC organizations. 

Practical shooting must remain real¬ 
istic. If it does not, the example of NRA 
National Match or ISU style target shoot¬ 
ing is what we can expect IPSC to evolve 
to. The ISU and NRA pistol shooting 
games developed from the earliest form 
of “combat pistol shooting” known to 
all as dueling. It has become formal and 
artificial due to the limitations imposed 
by the game shooters. 

A more recent example is the classical 
PPC course used in Police training pro¬ 
grams. For decades it was the standard 
for learning to use a sidearm in defensive 
shooting situations. Now with its absurd¬ 
ly long time limits, squib loads, and bull 
barreled .38s that recoil like .22s, it has 
degenerated into irrelevance. We must 
not let this happen in the realm of IPSC. 

***** 

Each month I see new shooters with 
pistols that they have recently pur¬ 
chased entering our Combat Matches. 
Quite often it is a real sad sight to see the 
weapons that these people have spent 
their hard earned money on. We know 
what the good guns are by now. They are 
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NINE 


PUBLISHING THE MERCENARY'S MANUALS 


* v . 

^ ■ -*« 


So much of success and survival in combat is out of your 
sometimes hard to tell where skill ends and luck begins. However you feel about luck, you have in 
your hands skill, knowledge and preparation. The Mercenary's Manuals are published to pack as much 
vital knowledge as possible into a handy, readable and useful form. Combat's a gamble: Here's how to stack 
tbe^ck ... 

MERCENARY'S MANUAL Part One - by Terry P. 
Edwards, Photos by Gary Flanagan. The book on surviving in combat. 
Packed with how-to stuff that might make the difference between coming back in 
one piece and not coming back at all. Compact and realistic. Tactics, 
camouflage, small arms, grenades, individual security and plenty more. 
132-pages, SVfc x 8 Y 2 , illustrated and with lots of photos. Still 
$4.95 plus postage and handling (see below). 










£ 






y ■ 


MERCENARY'S MANUAL PART TWO ^ by Terry P Edwards. 

Edited by Robt. K. Brown, Photos by Gary Flanagan, Al ;; ■■ 

Venter and others. Like Part One r Part Two is a manual to be 
USED. For example the first chapter covers portable rockets, missiles and r^ojlTess 
weapons used by the infantry. Not [u&t what they are or how they work, hut how to fire 
them as well. Twenty weapons are covered. And that is only one chapter of the If^in the 
book. From improvisations to tracking to demolitions, mortars, mines, airborne and 
waterborne techniques, field fortifications, recon, urban warfare and much more 
Part Two is the book on taking the war to the enemy! It's up front and up-to-date. 
328-pages, 5 Y 2 x 8 Y 2 , over 150 photos, many il lustrations. $8.95 plus postage and 
handling (see below) 




POSTAGE AND HANDLING CHARGES — Each book is mailed separately — 1 st Class includes Air Mail — 
Certified cheques and M.O.s are preferred — We regret the recent postal increase but it is beyond our control 
— We advise Parcel Post within North America and 1st Class for elsewhere — To order state the book or 
books desired and calculate and include postage according to the following — Choose Parcel Post OR 1st 


Class ■ 


PART ONE 


North America — Parcel Post 60d 
North America — 1st Class $1.00 
I nt'1 — Parcel Post 80d 
Int'l - 1st Class $1.80 


PART TWO 
Canada Parcel Post 60d 
All Others (incl. U.S.) Parcel Post $1.00 
North America 1st Class $1.60 
International 1st Class $3.00 


UNIT NINE 
1110 Finch West 
Downsview, Ontario 
CANADA, M3J 2T2 








Provides TWO SEPARATE 
CIRCUITS! Use one or 
both with up to 1 mile 
of trip wire each! 

NIGHTWATCH works very simply! You string out the special hair-thin and almost invisible 
trip-wire around an area (5 ft or 5,000 ft) using any shape or pattern. When someone enters 
into the guarded area, he (or it) will unknowingly walkthrough and break the trip-wire. When 
the wire breaks anywhere along the line, you are alerted. Battery (9v) powered and very 
rugged! NOT affected by moisture' As small and light as a calculator! 


PROTECT: 


• CAMPSITE 

• CROP AREA 

• EQUIPMENT 


Comes complete with 4,000 feet of trip-wire & earphone (no batt.) 
Additional trip-wire is available @ $4.75/4,000 ft. 

TO ORDER WITH lBAIlMCl OR C.O.D. ( cash only ): 

CALL TOLL FREE (800) 824-7888. Ask for Operator #83 
(in Calif. (800) 852-7777) CALL ANYTIME! Or Write: 

1MSSSS. BbAUSOstTOTV 


s 42.50 


ANNOUNCING THE ALL NEW 


22 AUTO NINE 



.22LR High velocity 


Light Recoil 
Fully Machined 
6 Groove Rifling 
Cocking Indicator 
Pushbutton Safety 
Superb Balance & Pointing 
9 Oz. Loaded ( 8 V 4 oz. empty) 

Smaller Than Colt Jr. .25 Auto 
Hard Chromed Slide & Magazine 
9 Shots (8 in magazine, 1 in chamber) 
Support Sleeve Bushing for Accuracy 


FTL MARKETING CORF. 

11100 CUMPSTON STREET, DEPT. SF 
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CA. 91601 


written up repeatedly for all to see. How¬ 
ever, some poor souls are misled by 
either the gunshop commandos or the 
experts in the gun rags giving everything 
that crosses their desk a clean bill of 
health. The truth is that even the best 
brands and models of handguns are 
rarely worth what you pay for them. For 
those that are still wondering what not 
to buy in the area of service type hand¬ 
guns, here are my recommendations of 
what not to buy: 

Spanish auto pistols and. revolvers. 
Llama autos have given very poor per¬ 
formances in our matches. Parts break¬ 
ages are very high with just moderate 
amounts of shooting. The Llama Coman¬ 
che and Martial revolvers are an attempt 
to market a gun that looks like the S&W 
for less money. Everyone who started 
with one soon got tired of mechanical 
problems and replaced it with the real 
thing. 

The Star brand auto pistols seem to 
suffer from low quality metal construc¬ 
tion. My PD had to be replaced by the 
importer after only 400 to 500 rounds. I 
have a Star Model Super in .38 Super 
that has been a great pistol. However, 
the record of their overall performance 
is of concern. Many police and military 
organizations use the Model B in 9mmP. 
with much satisfaction. Nonetheless, you 
should inspect the one you intend to pur¬ 
chase closely. 

A large selection of other non-U, S.- 
made service grade autos are available. 
These guns do not make it very big in 
the serious ranks. The exception would 
have to be the P-35 Browning, It is one of 
the greatest fighting handguns ever 
built. The double action autos such as the 
P-38, Sig Sauer 220, H&K P9 just don’t 
work out when they are used under con¬ 
ditions of practical application. Note that 
the top European pistolsmen choose the 
Colt, P-35, and Sig 210 when they have 
a choice. 

The American made guns to avoid are: 

The Ruger Security Six—This well- 
made revolver suffers from a poor grip 
design and the unforgiveable sin of being 
designed with a short extractor stroke 
that will not dump the empties all the way 
out of the gun. 

The Smith & Wesson M59 9mmP. 
auto is regarded as the greatest thing 
since sex to many of the gunshop com¬ 
mandos. However, we have yet to have 
anyone enter a match with one that made 
it all the way through without a mal¬ 
function. Even the factory has admitted 
their mistake and announced a recall of 
all pieces for modification. My experience 
with the M59 is so sour that I doubt that 
I would ever feel armed with one. 

The AMT Hardballer has not proven 
out to be what we had hoped for. People 
keep telling me that theirs works fine, 
but I’m still waiting to see one that does 
for me. 


Continued on page 76 
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THE ROYAL OAK DISASTER 
Gerald S. Snyder 

Now at fast ... die matter and my fellow 
sum \tors am made fully aware of the en¬ 
tire operation. Commander Philip A. 
White, Royal Navy (retJ, US. Naval 
'institute Proceedings 

What really happened when the German i 
U-boat U-4? Slipped into Scapa Flow and 
torpedoed the Royal Oak ? Here at last is 
the full story-a minute-by-minute narra¬ 
tive of suspense, high drama, and extraor¬ 
dinary bravery- 

$ 10.95 

ISBN: 0 89141 063 5 


PANZER ARMY AFRICA 
James Lucas 


Important detail. . . very worthwhile 
book. John Terrains, London Daily 
Telegraph 

With swift tank attacks and sweeping 
masses of armor, the Panzer Army surged 
to the edge of victory in the struggle for 
North Africa. A fascinating story of what 
the Germans called "the gentlemen's war. 

$12.00 

ISBN: 0 89141 064 3 


The best publisher of books 
on military subjects is ... 
Presidio Press. 

Alan Caruba, Book views 


At your bookstore, or order from Presidio 
Press Distribution Center, Box 978 SF, 
Edison, NJ 08817 


-SATISFACTION GUARANTEED- 


Send now for free catalog of books on 
military history and current affairs. 




THE GREATEST LOST 
WILDERNESS THRILL 
IS NOW YOURS - 

MANTRACKING! 


MANTRACKiNG is the first book ever to teach you the ancient skill 
of tracking and signcutting. Famous frontiersmen of yesteryear 
dazzled the city slicker with this lost search tool, and now you can 
too! MANTRACKING carefully takes you through the unique Step- 
by-Step Method to trailing perfection and the greatest sense of 
satisfaction you’ve enjoyed in years. 120 pages, 36 illustrations, 
softbound. 


Order now and save $1.00 off the regular price of $8.95 

Mail to: SEARCH & RESCUE MAGAZINE 

Box 153B, Montrose, CA 91020 

Send me Name 

copies of Man- 
tracking at the 

Special intro- City 



*52"- State. 

of $7.95 each. 

_ . Zip 


□ Check Enclosed 

□ Master Charge 

□ BankAmericard 

(Calif, residents add 

Card No.: Exp. Date: / 

6% sales tax 

DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOMED 
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STEELE ON 
KNIVES & 
KNIFE 
FIGHTING 

David E. Steele 



PERSONAL 

DEFENSE 


Blackie Collins & Chris McLoughlin 



Exciting and useful new 
book on armed defense. Heavy 
emphasis on firearms and 
edged weapons with 234 all 
new photographs. Weapons 
concealment and escape and 
evasion techniques are dis¬ 
cussed in detail. This is a large 
format book with 160 pages of 
interesting information and 
high quality photographs. A 
must for these days and times. 

$8.95 Softbound 

Send check or money order to: 

Defense 
P.O. Box 18595 
Dept. SOF 
Atlanta, GA 30326 

Ail orders shipped post paid. 


Take a knife — one with a 440C 
spear point blade hollow ground 
by hand; make the handle of one 
piece “bullet proof' black Lexan 
that’s molded to fit your grip ... 
And .a sheath — a black top grain 
cowhide silhouette; comfortable 
and convenient in your boot or on 
j jj fiflflfe your belt; madewithaspring 
steel and stud to hold 
your knife (no straps to 
get in the way) making it 
safe and fast... 
flL Add a shoulder har- 
ness — soft, strong, 
comfortable black ny- 

M lon ’ * ul| y ac, j ustab,e t° 

l| your body size... 

H Put the rig together 
ii H and you’ve got... 


NINJA 

the knifesystemforalmost everything 

To order yours send $44.95 to: 
ARMAMENTSYSTEMS 
PRODUCTS, UNLTD. 

P.O. BOX 18595-SQF 
ATLANTA, GA 30326 


Letters meant for this column should be 
sent to the author at Soldier of Fortune, 
Box 693, Boulder , Colorado 80306. For 
a quick, personal reply include a self - 
addressed, stamped envelope. 

Q. I wish to thank you for mentioning 
me in Soldier of Fortune. Four people 
came in to take lessons from me because 
of it. 

What I learned I learned originally 
from Sgt. Kelly in my company, USMC 
1934. He had taken it up in Shanghai, 
China, while he was attached to the In¬ 
ternational Police. Also in 1934 at Quan- 
tico Styers (John Styers, Cold Steel - 
Ed.) had a bunk next to me. We were 
just out of boot camp, Parris Island. 

I opened my first school in 1951. I 
probably am the oldest school in the 
country. 

One of my students who bought your 
book left it with me, along with some 
other current books on the subject. 
When I showed my students all of the 
books they preferred yours as being the 
best. 

Charles Nelson, New York City 

A. Thanks for the information and kind 
words. There should be more schools 
as practical-oriented as yours. 

Q. My wife and I plan to tour Europe, 
Scandinavia, and the Near East this sum¬ 
mer and next fall. We will be back¬ 
packing and attempting to “SlO-a-day” 
it. 

Although I have practiced karate and 
other martial arts for eight years and am 
an instructor in unarmed self-defense 
for local police and military personnel, I 
am always interested in new and different 
means of protecting oneself. I feel there 
is no such thing as being overprotected 
when it comes to personal safety. 

For this reason I am interested in ad¬ 
ditional protection during my trip, 
especially since my wife will be accom¬ 
panying me. Having had training in 
nunchaku, bo, and sai only, all impracti¬ 
cal to carry in backpack or pocket, I 
have been doing a good deal of reading 
on the subject of knife fighting and have 
ordered your book, Secrets of Modern 


Knife Fighting. I plan to study it and 
incorporate your techniques into the 
system of unarmed combat with which 
I am familiar. 

I would appreciate greatly any advice 
you could give me on: 

1. The best suited fighting knives for 
my specific need. 

2. Any local complications I may run 
into (Europe, Scandinavia, North 
Africa, and the Near East). 

3. Any additional fighting tips. 

4. Suggestions for buying edged 
souvenirs abroad. 

J. W. L., Enid, Oklahoma 

A. As you point out, the traditional 
karate weapons are not very convenient 
in a modem setting. They were incon¬ 
spicuous and common in Okinawa a 
hundred years ago, but such would 
hardly be the case in a developed country 
today. 

Since there is always the risk of loss 
while travelling (I have lost knives in 
Israel, Hong Kong, and elsewhere), I 
would not suggest that you take along 
any expensive custom knives. To mini¬ 
mize the risk of confiscation I would also 
suggest that you not take along anything 
that is obviously a fighting knife, such as 
a stiletto or large Bowie. I would suggest 
that you carry a good, light folding hunter 
in your pocket at all times, such as the 
Gerber FSII. In your pack you can carry 
a good hunting knife (single edge, single 
quillon) with a four to six-inch blade (Ger¬ 
ber and Puma have several good models 
in this category). Both of these types of 
knives will make excellent tools, as well 
as emergency defense knives, while 
attracting little attention from the author¬ 
ities in most countries . 

Since most fights begin while you are 
unarmed, you can use your best unarmed 
techniques to block or strike your oppon¬ 
ent, while putting enough distance be¬ 
tween you that you can draw your knife. 

Germany would probably be the best 
place to acquire high quality edged 
souvenirs abroad (mail the most danger¬ 
ous looking ones home to avoid problems 
in your travels). Most countries have 
Continued on page 74 
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Under the dash of 
MACHINE GUNSzdil 


You have heard about GUN RUNS with 
planes, you have read tales of danger and ex¬ 
citement, and possibly been involved in some 
yourself . . . but now read FLYING TO BE 
FREE, “one of the most daring and exciting 
TRUE air adventure stories ever written." 2Vz 
years in process, this long-awaited gripping 
saga of a man’s crave for flying and the chal¬ 
lenges he faced to fulfill it, is finally in print. 
Perils and humor combine as boyhood dreams 
turn into an aviator's nightmare and make 
this incredible, so vividly described episode 
in the author's life one that will always be 
remembered. You will laugh and cry, you will 
be shocked and delighted for days of unex¬ 
celled reading. 

The smoke and gunfire which shook Europe 
during the Second World War had barely set¬ 
tled when Hans J. Schnaider took off for des¬ 
tination “unknown" in Africa. With him was 
Klaus, another daredevil. The small over¬ 
loaded, rickety and underpowered 65-HP 
Aeronca Chief groaned in its seams when the 
adventurous team pulled back the elevator 
controls on the ground run, whilp departing 
from Ghent, Belgium. With Klaus's special 
“shooting laboratory" on board, the crew 
scarcely managed to get airborne. 

Soon the Laon Sentinel of the strategic U.S. 
Laon Air Base in France blazed, “The base Air 
Police Sabotage Alert Team got an unexpect¬ 
ed opportunity to test their effectiveness 
when an unidentified aircraft landed here. . . . 
before its pilot could cut his engine, the 
APSAT had completely surrounded the craft. 
Heavily armed with the necessary weapons 
they swooped down on the pilot and co-pilot. 
The French Liaison Officer, Commandant 
Major Claude Faure, who had also been 
called to the scene, arrived with base-assigned 
French Gendarmes and an immediate search 
of the plane was instigated. Klaus Ruegge, of 
Hamburg, and Hans J. Schneider, of Bielefeld, 
Germany . . . were escorted to the base Pro¬ 
vost Marshal's office for interrogation." 

It alt began years ago when, trained by fam¬ 
ous air aces, Hans became one of the first 
pilots licensed in Germany after World War 11. 
Soon this champion of flying roamed the sky 
alone. The wind and clouds, the sun and stars 
were his only companions as he tasted the ex¬ 
hilaration of doing that which is different 
and difficult. Pitted against the untamed ele¬ 
ments in search of a meaningful existence and 
challenge, he risked his life many times. This 
spirit of exploration brought forth a virtually 
matchless aviation tragicomedy: The story of 
two daredevils you will never forget . . . the 
day when a deafening roar of an engine charged 
the atmosphere with suspense as one of his¬ 
tory's most incomparable a*d. breathtaking 
air dramas began. 

With no radio on board, the airmen took to 
the sky. 4000 treacherous air miles lay ahead, 
covered only by grossly outdated, faulty and 
Insufficiently scaled aeronautical charts. The 
plane's low service celling and short range en¬ 
dangered their undertaking yet further. 

Veteran pilots flight engineers and other 

LIVE AND 
SURVIVE IN 
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a dlctatorship, and + 
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backed by a lifetime of experiences and 
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pros ail solemnly warned, “It can’t be done— 
you will not return!" Little did they realize 
that Hans had never known fear until .... 
There he was, young, determined, high-spir¬ 
ited and driven by a bold dream that couldn't 
be stopped—which frequently brought him 
and Klaus face to face with death. 

Read how the first leg of the journey ends 
with an emergency landing at a French mil¬ 
itary field after a panic-stricken, fog-trapped 
flight 180 feet over Paris searching for an air¬ 
port. Undauntedly, they fly past the wind- 
laden Pyrenees to Spain, a land of unequaled 
gaiety and color where they find hospitality 
unlimited and adventure galore . . . 

Terrorizing hours follow on their flight 
around dreaded Cape Finisterre, the north¬ 
west corner of Spain. With a damaged plane 
they struggle on, hoping for the best . . . 

Then catch your breath as you read stories 
of love and romance with an American 
“knockout" in Lisbon and a captivating 
sanorita at the world-renowned Faria in Se 
villa. Learn how the unfortunate caballeros 
had to break up the party . 

Read about their experience at Gibraltar 
when red rockets and signal flares forced 
them to abort their landing and head for 
Africa. Soon, while nearing the middle of the 
Strait of Gibraltar, the gas gauges registered 
“Empty!" With nearly 200 fathoms of shark- 
infested waters forming a death trap below, 
certain doom lay before them. Unable to file 
an international flight plan, In the absence of 
any communication equipment aboard, fighter 
interception was inevitable . . . (Read FLY¬ 
ING TO BE FREE to discover how they 
reached Africa.) 

There, in the land of the Berbers, Arabs and 
Moors, where the natives still fight on horse¬ 
back. Hans also encountered the spirit of the 
unforgettable field marshal Erwin Rommel, 
the renowned "Desert Fox," who left his foot¬ 
prints here on the sands of time. 

Airborne from Africa only after a late, high- 
risk takeoff, the adventurers race the sun and 
the relentless gas gauge to reach an elusive air¬ 
port. Following a 45-minute fruitless search, 
emergency landing procedures are initiated . . . 

You will be spellbound when you discover 
how Hans and Klaus were saved by a squad¬ 
ron of old German World War II Junker Ju- 
52 Transports in Generalissimo Francisco 
Franco's Spain. 

Eventually, the airborne troop even con¬ 
quers a strategic, off-limits U.S. Air Force 
Base in France until they are ushered away 
under the clash of machine guns . . . 

Thus FLYING TO BE FREE, spans conti¬ 
nents as it details the most fascinating aviation 
endeavor of its kind in this century . . . the 
spine-chilling exploits of two daring skytrot- 
ters who made Europe vibrate and set young 
and old aflame with enthusiasm for unlimited 
adventure. Rarely did anything so galvanize 
the subconscious yearning of a generation 
and serve as a harbinger for decades to come. 

With a spirit of contest, Hans threw himself 
against the abject commonness of a cynic soci¬ 
ety. But, to many he was a messenger of hope 
and idealism as with much confidence he 
bounded forward to touch the extraordinary. 
Already the aspirations of visionaries the 
world over were fired by the almost legendary 
tales of this barnstormer. Like a beacon light 
on a misty sea. he became a symbol of courage 
and originality from the very moment his 
mission began. As an emblem of liberty and 
self-determination, by bringing man closer to 
the simple freedoms of the past, he demon¬ 
strated a reality for the rugged individualist 
of today. 

Don’t miss this account of a bold and dar¬ 
ing man who was committed to find fulfill¬ 
ment and excitemant in his passionate love 
for flying even though it might mean death. 

Also included are “Under the Cross Fire" 
and some highlights frotn his extensive inter¬ 
national ventures, like "Detained in Caracas," 
"Agonies in Rio,” "Imprisoned in Baghdad," 
and others. 

And those are just a FEW of the many dan¬ 
gerous and highly interesting episodes, you 
will find in FLYING TO BE FREE. 
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• "Schneider . . . and a companion, on a fly¬ 
ing mission across Europe and Africa, 'died 
almost 20 times.' "-Evening Tribune, San 
Diego, CA. 

As an added feature, Hans J. Schneider, who 
has visited nearly 100 countries and lived in 
several of them, reveals some of his secrets of 
"How to Travel on Pennies a Day and Enjoy 
It." In this chapter, he explains different ways 
to see the world with a limited budget. 

But that is not all yet. Besides describing 
what it was like to fly in war-torn Europe, he 
also gives an exciting, comprehensive history 
of aviation from man’s earliest dreams to the 
UFOs, claimed by some to be of German ori¬ 
gin. Since Hans grew up under Hitler, partic¬ 
ular attention was paid to the Zeppelins, the 
Wehrmacht’s V-1 and V-2 guided missiles (the 
supersonic V-2, for instance, had a top speed 
of more than 3.600 mph, an electronic brain 
and 30,000 parts) as well as the Luftwaffe’s 
first jet-propelled fighters (produced as early 
as 1939 and 1940), the Messerschmitt Me-262 
and others. 

FLYING TO BE FREE is 'dynamite," 
treasured by those who enjoy challenge, tak¬ 
ing risks and going beyond the limits. This 
book by the well-known author-adventurer 
and pilot Hans J. Schneider contains almost 
110,000 action-packed words, is well illus¬ 
trated with over 100 photos and drawings and 
has a full-color cover. It can be yours for only 
$9.95 plus 75« postage and handling. 

To cap it all off and to celebrate the publi¬ 
cation of FLYING TO BE FREE, here is our 
spectacular offer. Now for the first time and 
in one power package, you can get all of the 
following 3 books by Hans J. Schneider for 
lust $17.95 (and that includes postage and 
handling) rather than $20.60 (you save 
$2.651): 

FLYING TO BE FREE, ($9.95), 256 pages 
loaded with unexcelled reading of high ad 
venture and inspiration for your entire family; 

TIMELY AND PROFITABLE HELP FOR 
TROUBLED AMERICANS, ($6.95), the 
book you no doubt have heard about, a 288- 
page comprehensive manual on global survival 
written for the chaotic times ahead (see ad at 
lower left); and 

MASTERS OF LEGALIZED CONFUSION 
AND THEIR PUPPETS, ($1.45), an undis¬ 
puted eye opener written without compro¬ 
mise. Over 65,000 copies in print. 

These 3 books are read and cherished by 
people around the world. Order them today. 
Prompt shipment guaranteed. 

Just fill in the coupon below (print clearly) 
and send with your check or money order to: 

WORLD WIDE PUBLISHING 
CORPORATION, Dept. O 
P.O. Box 105, Ashland, Oregon 97520 U.S.A. 

PwORLD WIDE PUBLISHING CORP. 

P.O. Box 105, Dept,O 
| Ashland, Oregon 97520 U.S.A. 

Please rush me: 

I _ $17.95 SPECIAL OFFER sets of I 

1 Hans J. Schneider's 3 books postpaid 1 

j (Ypu save $2.65!) i 

i _ Flying to be Free @ $9.95 $_ * 

_ Timely and Profitable Help for ■ 

Troubled Americans@$6,95 $_ | 

Masters of Legalized Confusion 


and Their Puppets @$1.45 

Plus 75<t postages handling per bk 
Enclosed in check/money order is 

Name _ 

Address_ 

City - 
State 
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SOF Interviews 
General John K. Singiaub 


When Major General John K. Singiaub 
resigned from the U.S. Army as a result 
of his criticism of Carter's decision to 
withdraw U.S. ground forces from Korea 
and his disapproval of Administration 
reluctance to develop the neutron bomb, 
SOF felt that here was a man after our 
own hearts. 

A native of California and a graduate 
of UCLA, Singiaub began his distin¬ 
guished military career in January 1943 
when he was commissioned a second 
lieutenant of infantry. He volunteered 
immediately for parachute duty and fol¬ 
lowing graduation from jump school was 
assigned to a parachute regiment at 
Fort Benning, Georgia. In October 
1943, he volunteered for overseas duty 
with the Office of Strategic Services 
(OSS). 

In December 1943, he joined a group of 
allied officers in northern Scotland for 
several months of British Commando 
training. Shortly before the invasion of 
southern France in 1944, Singiaub led 
a three-man team which parachuted into 
France's Massif Central region to or¬ 
ganize, train, and lead a French resis¬ 
tance unit to assist Allied invasion forces 
soon to land on the Mediterranean coast 
of France. 

In December 1944, Singiaub left 
Europe enroute to the Far East for 
another unconventional warfare assign¬ 
ment as the leader of a team which 
trained and led Chinese guerrillas for 
operations against the Japanese on the 
border between China and Indo-China. 
Immediately before the conclusion of 
World War II, he led a rescue mission 
which parachuted into a Japanese 
prisoner of war camp on Hainan Island, 
off the coast of China, to liberate some 
400 allied prisoners of war. 

In early 1946, Singiaub was assigned 
to Mukden, Manchuria, where he served 
as chief of a U.S. military liaison mission 

“Basically conservatives and veterans’ or* 
ganizations are independent people. They 
tend to want to do their thing by themselves.” 


until forced out by the Chinese Com¬ 
munists at the end of1948. From Decem¬ 
ber 1948 until August 1949 he was a 
China desk officer in CIA headquarters 
in Washington, DC. 

In October 1950, Singiaub helped to set 
up the Ranger Training Center at Fort 
Benning , Georgia, remaining as an 
instructor until the end of 1951, when he 
was assigned to Korea as the deputy 
chief of the CIA mission there. 

In May 1966, Singiaub was assigned to 
Vietnam where he served as Chief 
Studies and Observation Group, U.S. 
Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, 
until August 1968. 

In October 1969, General Singiaub was 
ordered to Fort Hood, Texas, to help 
establish the new, high-priority test and 
evaluation facility known as Project 
MASSTER (Modem Army Selected 
Systems Test, Evaluation and Review). 
He served as chief of staff of that project 
until June 1971, when lie was assigned 
briefly as Director of Plans, Studies and 
Budget, Office of Deputy Chief of Staff 
for Personnel, Department of the Army, 
Washington, DC. 

On 1 July 1976, General Singiaub be¬ 
came Chief of Staff, United Nations 
Command, U.S. Forces Korea, and 8th 
U.S. Army in Seoul, Korea, serving 
concommitantly as the UN Command 
senior military member of the Military 
Armistice Commission at Panmunjom. 
In June 1977, the general, whose many 
medals include the Distinguished Service 
Medal with Oak Leaf Clusters and the 
Silver Star, was returned to the United 
States where in July he was reassigned 
as chief of staff, U.S. Army Forces 
Command (FORSCOM), a position which 
he held until his resignation in June, 
1978. 

SOF Editor Robert K. Brown met 
General Singiaub at Mitchell WerBell’s 
home in Power Springs, Georgia, in the 

“The problem is we’ve been defeated in de¬ 
tail by a strong coalition of the Left. These 
peaceniks, anti-war activists, are still active In 
the anti-defense lobby.” 


early summer, 1978, and decided that 
the general's comments would interest 
SOF readers. Subsequently, General 
Singiaub was interviewed in the SOF 
offices, by SOF staffers Dana Drenko wski 
and Thomas MacGregor. Their interview 
follows: 


SOF: General Singiaub, could you tell us 
what you’re doing now that you’ve retired 
from the Army? 

SINGLAUB: I’ve affiliated myself with 
the American Security Council Education 
Foundation, and the primary project 
we’re working on at the present time is to 
form a Coalition for Peace Through 
Strength. 

SOF: What is the membership of the 
Coalition for Peace Through Strength? 
Who are its main supporters? 

SINGLAUB: This coalition is looping to¬ 
gether not only organizations that have 
expressed concern about our national 
security, but also some very important 
citizens; former chiefs-of-staff of the 
Army, former chief of Naval operations, 
former chairman of the joint chiefs, 
former ambassadors, college presidents, 
and distinguished scholars. We have 
about 42 or 43—I’m not certain of the 
exact number of organizations that have 
joined—and this month [August, 1978] 
there are several of the veterans’ organi¬ 
zations that are holding their national 
conventions that will join us. 

We have at last count about 125 mem¬ 
bers of Congress most of whom are 
members of the House, but we also are 
starting to invite some of the Senate to 
join. 

SOF: Why? Why is there a need for this 
type of organization? 

SINGLAUB: This I think is very impor¬ 
tant, because basically conservatives and 
veterans’ organizations are sort of inde¬ 
pendent people. They tend to want to do 

“It’s important that we get together those that 
we believe are thinking correctly and have 
some cohesiveness in our operations.” 
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their thing by themselves and the prob¬ 
lem is we’ve been defeated in detail by 
a strong coalition of the Left. These 
peaceniks, anti-war activists, are still 
very active in an anti-defense lobby. They 
take credit for having killed the B-l 
bomber and for delaying the production 
of the neutron warhead. They are taking 
credit for reducing defensive expendi¬ 
tures, slashing the size of the Navy. So 
it’s important that we get together those 
that we believe are thinking correctly and 
have some cohesiveness in our opera¬ 
tions. That’s generally what I’m concen¬ 
trating on now. To help do that, I’m going 
around the country and giving a lot of 
talks. Speaking to veterans’ organiza¬ 
tions, to service organizations like 
Rotary, Kiwanis, to manufacturers’ 
associations at their national conven¬ 
tions, the Reserve Officers’ Association, 
World Affairs Councils, and that type of 
thing. As I travel around and speak to 
these groups, I’m also encountering a lot 
of press interviews, television shows, a 
lot of talk shows. 

I think the country is ripe for this 
type of action now. The idea is sound and 
the time seems to be now. So that’s what 
I’m programmed for the next three 
months; I have speaking engagements 
practically every day through August, 
September, and October. 

SOF: Do you have any plans beyond the 
next three months? 

SINGLAUB: I’m just saying that the next 
three months are full, that I can’t take 
any more speaking engagements. It’s 
pretty intensive now until the big dove 
shoot in November. That’s what we hope 
to have, as a matter of fact. 

SOF: I like that! A dove shoot. 

SINGLAUB: Get rid of some of those 
doves. I think if we don’t knock all of 
them down, those that escape are going 
to think twice about voting so consis¬ 
tently against the will of the people. 

SOF: What in your opinion is the single 
most important issue facing the U.S. 
military establishment today? In other 
words, if you had one thing to work on, 
what would you do in the U.S military 
establishment? 

SINGLAUB: I think that the most serious 
problem affecting the military establish¬ 
ment is not the problem of the military 
establishment, but is the way in which 
the Administration is trying to politicize 
the military. The reason our nation is 
great is because we have had an apolitical 
professional military that could be 
counted upon to provide not only good 
advice, but also a high level of profes¬ 
sionalism in executing the decisions 
coming out of the Executive Branch, or 
out of the national command authority. 

In this Administration, for reasons that 
are not fully clear to everyone, several 
things have happened. First of all, as 
illustrated by my case, the Administra¬ 
tion is so sensitive to any criticism or to 
any ideas that don’t coincide precisely 


with their own that they are almost 
paranoid on it and they, of course, in 
my case overreacted to see to it that I 
was removed from an assignment. I had 
violated no regulations or any standards 
of conduct, no code of ethics. I was 
participating in a decision-making 
process by providing a background 
briefing, as requested, for a reporter 
who was there to cover what was to be a 
consultation between the Republic of 
Korea and the United States on the 
subject of the withdrawal. The decision 
as far as we were informed officially had 
not been made. And yet because I par¬ 
ticipated in that and spoke out against 
what was a proposal of the President, I 
was removed very suddenly or abruptly, 
subjected to a great deal of ridicule, and 
reassigned. 

SOF: Do you feel that it was proper for 
the general officer to openly criticize an 
Administration policy decision? 
SINGLAUB: It seems to me that we not 
only have a right, but we have an obliga- 


“...Sol Told Him, ‘It’s a Good Thing 
You’re Not a Major General!'" 



This cartoon is reprinted with permission from 
“Army Times.” 


tion to speak on those subjects about 
which we have the best knowledge of 
anyone in the decision-making process. 
Those of us who were in Korea, dealing 
on a daily basis with the intelligence from 
North Korea, dealing on a daily basis 
with the military forces that were going to 
be used to defend the Republic—we had 
some knowledge not available in Wash¬ 
ington, and we should have been con¬ 
sulted. The fact that they did not want to 
hear from us is a bad thing. 

Another serious indication of this 
politicization of the armed forces is the 
fact that the decision was apparently 
made by the President to withdraw these 
troops without consulting with the 
Joint Chiefs-of-Staff. Now, the Joint 
Chiefs-of-Staff are prescribed by law as 
the military advisers to the President and 
to the Nation. Yet, they were never con¬ 
sulted. They were only told to comment 
on three unsatisfactory courses of action 


for withdrawal. In later testimony they all 
admitted before the Congress that they 
had not been consulted in advance. 

It’s one thing to disregard the advice 
of the professional military, because 
it is possible that there are other factors 
that are more important than military 
factors. But to not even ask for their 
advice is denying the American people 
one of their principal rights, and that 
is that the Government be run in the 
most efficient manner and in accor¬ 
dance with the Constitution and the laws 
of this Nation. When the President 
chooses to resort or to consult with non¬ 
military people or former military people 
or just some of the beatniks and the 
peaceniks that are now on his staff with¬ 
out consulting the professional military 
on a purely military subject, that is 
dangerous for the country. 

SOF: Do you believe the Executive is 
obligated to follow the advice of the Joint 
Chiefs, or are there other considerations? 
SINGLAUB: Now, I don’t say that he has 
to follow that advice, but he should at 
least consult them and then make a 
decision. When he doesn’t consult them, 
that’s wrong! 

Following that, after he has made a 
decision, by whatever means, and it is 
contrary to the best advice of the mili¬ 
tary, to force the military, specifically 
the Joint Chiefs-of-Staff, to go around the 
country and tell what a great idea it is, 
is prostituting the military and I object to 
that. 

It’s setting a dangerous precedent to 
try to add a note of credibility to a decis¬ 
ion by forcing the military officers to 
say yes, they support it. It is the type of 
danger that I look back on in Hitler’s 
Germany—where the military was, in 
fact, politicized to a large extent. And I 
think our nation cannot afford that, that 
we must have professional, apolitical 
senior military officers, subordinate to 
the civilian authority. 

SOF: What is your personal feeling and 
philosophy on the role of the officer 
in our society and what are his responsi¬ 
bilities in speaking on policies? 
SINGLAUB: I strenuously support the 
whole concept of civilian control of the 
military. And as a part of that, if an 
officer cannot accept the decision made 
by the civilian authorities after he has 
been given a chance to express his 
point of view, then he has only one thing 
left to do and that is retire or resign. 

SOF: Authors Richard A. Gabriel and 
Paul L. Savage recently wrote a book 
entitled Crisis in Command: Mismanage¬ 
ment in the Army. Have you read it? 
SINGLAUB: No. 

SOF: They feel that the Army’s officer 
corps is too involved in the management 
or managerial concept of leadership, 
that is, the business management con¬ 
cept of leadership, the same as corporate 
management, and that traditional values 

Continued on page 81 
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American Pisti Institute 

Jeff Cooper’s 'Gunsite' 

IVhst Advanced Sidearm Taining Center In The AA terld 


In spite of the several hundred years 
that have transpired since the invention 
of the handgun, it is a sad, and somewhat 
remarkable fact that the vast majority 
of those who should know how to effec¬ 
tively use their sidearms . .. don *t! 

Most people practice, if they practice at 
all, on tin cans, NRA-type bullseye tar¬ 
gets, rocks, and, in the case of police 
departments, the “Practical Pistol 
Course or PPC” as is it inappropriately 
named. 

The results of these efforts usually lead 
the participant to one of two conclusions: 
a) I shoot well enough to stay alive in a 
gUnfight, or b) I need more practice! 

These conclusions are quite normal. 
The problem arises when the would-be 
pistolero, using a) above as an example, 
feels that his performance (on the PPC, 
or tin cans, or whatever) is good enough 
to warrant confidence in his ability to 
handle a combat situation involving hand¬ 
guns. Coincidentally, the person who fits 
into category b) (needs more practice) 
tends to continue to practice on those 
same tin cans, NR A bullseye targets, 
etc., or the PPC until he is satisfied with 
himself. 


The man who excels on the PPC, tin 
cans, bullseye targets, or any other type 
of similar medium is well-prepared only 
to effectively engage those types of 
mediums. That means the following: 

1. Targets situated only to the firer’s 
direct front. 

2. Targets only at known distances. 

3. Targets of a known size and shape. 

4. Stationary targets only. 

5. No meaningful time limits. 

6. Weapon drawn from unsecured hol¬ 
ster or not drawn at all. 

7. Alibies in case of weapon malfunc¬ 
tion. 

8. Target-type wadcutter or other sub¬ 
powered ammunition. 

9. Controlled, known, practiced-in- 
advance courses of fire. 

10. Single targets. 

11. Types of weapons ill-suited for 
serious combat use. 

12. Controlled light conditions. 

The sad fact is that combat conditions 
rarely, if ever, present the participant 
with such luxuries! Let’s face it. If the 
situation were under control , the weapon 
would never be used in the first place! 
That is why the protagonist is carrying 


and using the weapons: To get his im¬ 
mediate environment under control 

Therefore, the man who shoots a 576 
on the PPC can realistically feel only that 
he can shoot the PPC well. He cannot, if 
he is really paying attention, consider 
himself “combatworthy.” Why? The 
answer is obvious: because, in normal 
combat situations involving a sidearm: 

1. Targets can be found anywhere on 
the field. 

a. Front 

b. Either side 

c. Rear. 

Also consider this: 

1. There are often multiple targets. 

2. There are often bystanders, who 
must be protected. 

3. There are often hostages being used 
as shields by felons or the enemy. 

4. Light conditions are not always 
ideal. In fact, pistol altercations normally 
take place in poor light, according to the 
FBI Uniform Crime Report. 

5. Human targets do not look like tin 
cans, bullseye targets, or giant B29 all¬ 
black silhouettes with improperly placed 
scoring rings. 


Action is fast, furious in Funhouse, where proper tactical 
“clearing” of buildings is object of exercise. Here student 
fires at “felon” located in yard behind structure after 
successfully engaging “felon” standing in garage door. 
Note bullet holes in target: a job well done! 


Here student engages “hostage situation” 
of felon using policewoman as shield as 
he emerges from rear of building. Panel 
opens, exposing target for 2 seconds. 


Many surprises await unwary in Funhouse. Here student looks 
around corner after successfully engaging shotgun-armed 
silhouette that has popped around corner at him at point-blank 
range. 
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“Mick-lick” simulates close-range human attacker 
with outstretched arms. Jeff demonstrates how to strike 
head of this unique dummy with weak hand, while 
stepping back out of reach, drawing and firing his .45. 
Advanced students soon learn that if they don’t strike 
hard enough, 1 l Mick-lick’s” arms will spring shut, drag 
them in. 


Layout of Funhouse as author experienced it 
In night exercise. Extreme versatility of build¬ 
ing allows scenarios to be continually modified 
per goals of each specific problem. In fact, 
Funhouse is completely different each time 
student experiences it. “Hostages,” “felons,” 
“good guys” can be and are located in any 
bathroom, closet, around corners, on stairs, 
etc. Stress factor is extreme, benefits from 
exercise excellent. 


Solving of complex tactical problems is part of Advanced 
curriculum at Gunsite. Here student has just successfully 
engaged “Mick-lick” dummy, which includes firing two 
rounds through target, is attempting to place two ad¬ 
ditional rounds in fast-disappearing silhouette. Total 
time for exercise is 3 seconds! 


Technique for drawing weapon 
with weak hand, in case strong 
hand is incapacitated, is one of 
many taught at API in Ad¬ 
vanced course. Here author 
begins exercise. 



Weak hand reaches around 
behind firer, obtaining solid 
grip on weapon. 



w w 


Weapon is withdrawn and 
brought from rear of firer in 
narrow arc. 



As gun is brought forward, 
thumb safety is disengaged 
with index finger of weak hand 
in rolling motion. 



Weapon is then brought into 
action and fired as it completes 
arc. Competent pistolero can 
accomplish entire sequence in 
less than three seconds. 
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6. Human targets are often camou¬ 
flaged. 

7. Ranges are not always known. 

8. Service ammunition is used, not 
target wadcutters or squib loads. Such 
ammo shoots to a different point of aim 
than target loads, feels different, and 
produces considerably more muzzle 
blast, recoil, flash, and noise than target 
ammo. 

9. Only certain types of handgun 
calibers and action-types are suitable for 
serious use in defensive situations. 
.22 pistols, single-action revolvers, and 
muzzle-loaders have no place on the 
fighting field, unless the participants 
have nothing else with which to Fight. 

It should be obvious at this point that 
personnel who train, using such methods 
as plinking, PPC, or target shooting, are 
not prepared at all for an honest-to-god 
fight. Such a person will almost always be 
killed when placed in a critical situation 
. . . sometimes because of his lack of 
abilities, and sometimes because his 
false confidence has placed him in a 
situation which he thinks he understands 
and can control but, in reality, can't. 

The point of all of this is that, people, 
like animals, react in conditioned res¬ 
ponses to visual, audible, or other 
sensory stimuli in stress situations. 
Therefore, apart from the mechanics of 
shooting (technique), which can be 
learned with little difficulty, it is critical 
that one who wishes to prepare himself 
to effectively defend himself with a side- 
arm learn the proper conditioned 
responses to as wide a variety of potential 
combat situations as possible . 

There is only one place in the entire 
world where all of this is taught: The 
American Pistol Institute , also affec¬ 
tionately known to many of us as simply: 
Gunsite. 


The instructor? Jeff Cooper, of course 
—the man who wrote the book on combat 
handgunning, and hasn't stopped 
writing it yet! 

The stated goal of API is simple, 
logical, and to the point, as is its creator: 
To equip the student with such a level of 
skill, confidence, and mental condition¬ 
ing as to enable him to discourage vio¬ 
lence before it starts, where at all pos¬ 
sible. But when a life or death encoun¬ 
ter is unavoidable, to stop it 
immediately, with minimum risk to 
bystanders. 

It is the inadequately trained individ¬ 
ual who, under threat of violence, will 
panic, or brandish a weapon, or other¬ 
wise react hastily or in desperation. It 
may seem odd to assert that knowing 
one is competent to handle violence 
helps avert violence, but, preparedness 
and confidence show and have, in actual 
confrontations, been sufficient to shut 
off an attack before it started. 

Properly motivated students, with 
reasonable coordination and mental 
abilities, achieve this level of compe¬ 
tence on completion of the basic API 
course. 

After seven years of teaching and 
observing the results of API's system of 
training, I am convinced that the ma¬ 
jority of police and security personnel 
killed in action could have survived had 
they learned the defensive concepts 
taught by API. 

Interesting isn't it? And, more im¬ 
portantly, it's true. Why does it work? 
Again, let’s return to Jeff Cooper for 
the answer: 


Technique of successful target engagement 
from moving vehicle is important, but usually 
overlooked facet of combat pistol shooting. 
Here student engages targets from vehicle 
moving at 25 mph, two shots on each silhou¬ 
ette. Much more difficult than it looks, suc¬ 
cessful execution of techniques requires 
intense concentration on basics of pistol 
shooting and cool head. 


API offers you the best and most quick¬ 
ly absorbed defensive pistol training in 
the world. It is not the intent of API to 
discredit or embarrass any other train¬ 
ing organization, its personnel, or its 
methods. API’s only mission is to help 
save more lives in the increasingly haz¬ 
ardous field of police and security work, 
as welt as to mitigate the growing 
jeopardy faced by private citizens in 
their homes and businesses, by making 
available the now-proven techniques 
and teaching methods painstakingly 
developed for more than 20 years. 

The API teaching method, conducted 
throughout the free world for the past 
seven years, has been perfected and 
tested to the point that results are de¬ 
monstrably superior to any other 
course available. The reasons for this 
are three-fold: 

1. The techniques are superior—no de¬ 
fensive pistolcraft techniques afford the 
speed, accuracy, and degree of control 
over a violent encounter. 

2. The Method of Teaching is superior 
—no other method so quickly imparts 
this ability to dominate a violent en¬ 
counter. 

3. The Average Achievement Level of 
API students is superior—nearly all 
students, given average reflexes and 
reasonable motivation, arc fully capable 
of achieving complete control of their 
immediate environment. 

API is located 22 miles north of Pres¬ 
cott, Arizona, near the town of Paulden. 
At the present time, its 170-acre com¬ 
plex includes four pistol ranges of 
varying types, two rifle ranges, and 
an indoor reaction range known as the 
“funhouse." (I can vouch for the title. 
I got myself “killed” three times in that 
place during my stay at Gunsite!) In 
addition, expansion plans are on the 
drawing board for several more ranges. 

Courses of instruction being offered 
include three levels of pistol training: 
API 250 (Basic), API 499 (Intermediate), 
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and API 599 (Advanced). Practical 
rifle and shotgun instruction is also 
available. 

How should you choose which course 
is right for you? The following guide¬ 
lines from Jeff will assist you: 

API 250 (Basic)—This course is in¬ 
tended for those who have little or no 
understanding of the modern technique 
of the pistol, as well as for those who 
do understand it but wish to observe 
API’s teaching methods. There are no 
prerequisites, but full knowledge of the 
construction and operation of your 
weapon is very desirable. Prior mili¬ 
tary or police experience may or may 
not be helpful, as it is highly variable. 
Target shooting experience is useful 
but it is not a substitute for this course. 
API 250 takes the student up to the 
point where he effectively dominates 


2. Reload his piece on the run with his 
eyes off the weapon. 

3. Swing 90 degrees and pivot 180 
degrees. 

We do not insist on completion of API 
250 as a prerequisite, but we strongly 
recommend it. API 499 includes three 
night sessions, emphasizes moving 
targets and footwork, and utilizes a 
variety of standard competitive courses 
of fire. It covers casualty drills, requir¬ 
ing the management of the weapon with 
one arm disabled, shooting from 
cramped and confining positions, and 
fairly elaborate decison problems. Four 
hours of class time are devoted to tacti¬ 
cal and legal seminars. The certified 
graduate of API 499 is not only adept at 
advanced pistolcraft, but is also ready 
to do very well in organized practical 
competition. 600 rounds of ammunition 
are required. 
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Tactical movement, use of cover and concealment, and target-detection techniques are also 
taught at API in advanced course. Here student cautiously peers around corner in ravine during 
first of three “jungle lane” exercises, seeking silhouettes. 


his immediate environment. Emphasis 
is placed on controlled repetition of 
fundamentals until any departure from 
correct form feels unnatural to the 
shooter. Night shooting is introduced 
as well as auxiliary position shooting, 
Basic tactical drills are conducted. Safe 
handling and mental conditioning are 
emphasized. The certified graduate can 
handle his pistol quickly, safely, ac¬ 
curately, and easily under stress condi¬ 
tions. The course requires 500 rounds of 
ammunition. 

API 499 (Intermediate)—This course 
is designed for graduates of API 250 
and starts where 250 leaves off. It will 
not benefit a student to enter API 499 
unless he can consistently: 

1. Draw and hit a 10-inch circle at: 

a. 7 meters in 1 second. 

b. 10 meters in IV 2 seconds. 

c. 25 meters in seconds. 


API 599 (Advanced)—This course is for 
experts who wish to utilize API’s facili¬ 
ties to polish an already outstanding 
repertoire of pistol skills. Accordingly, 
not much class instruction is given, but 
rather tutorial counseling and remedial 
experiment. The mental clock that bal¬ 
ances speed against precision is tuned 
and reset. Much of the program of API 
499 is repeated, but with reduced time 
limits. The student also works at long 
range, and from moving vehicles. No 
one who has not been certified a grad¬ 
uate from API 499, or who has not es¬ 
tablished a distinguished record in 
practical pistol competition, should 
apply for API 599. 600 rounds of am¬ 
munition are required. 

It certainly sounds wild, doesn’t it? 
Well, it is, and the serious student of 
practical handgunning is doing himself 
a gross injustice if he passes up an 


opportunity to attend API. Gasses are 
given in a relaxed, personal atmosphere, 
and conducted by Jeff Cooper himself. 

Yet, in spite of this, Jeff is all business. 
He regards the responsibilities of the 
possession, carrying, and use of the fire¬ 
arm very seriously, as is appropriate 
for a man of his stature in the field. He 
does not “browbeat,” but will not 
tolerate unsafe gun-handling under any 
circumstances. This, too, is as it should 
be. The rules of conduct at Gunsite are 
simple, logical, and impressive. They 
are quite in keeping with the subject 
matter being taught and are worth 
printing here for reader perusal: 

SAFETY WITH FIREARMS 

No mechanical device has a will of its 
own, and guns never “go off,” unless 
somebody causes them to do so. Guns 
are safe. It is people who are dangerous. 

The wound delivered by a bullet can 
easily be fatal. This means that you 
should not expect the luxury of learning 
by experience. Your first mistake may 
well be your last. But you need not 
make it. If you memorize the three basic 
principles of firearm safety, treat them 
with absolute seriousness, and burn 
them into your consciousness, you will 
never have a mishap with a gun. 

1. ALL GUNS ARE ALWAYS 
LOADED. No exceptions. Don’t “pre¬ 
tend” that this is true, be deadly ser¬ 
ious about it. Keep your “ready piece,” 
really ready, and we’ll never again hear 
that sheeplike bleat, “But I didn’t know 
it was loaded.” 

2. NEVER LET THEMUZZLE COVER 
ANYTHING YOU ARE NOT WILLING 
TO DESTROY. This one is conspicu¬ 
ously violated—especially with pistols 
—and excused because, “It’s not 
loaded.” (See item 1 above.) 

3. BE SURE OF YOUR TARGET. 
Know what it is, what is in line with it, 
and what is behind it. Never shoot at 
anything you have not positively identi¬ 
fied. 

Equally appropriate and interesting 
are the “Gunsite Ground Rules,” to 
control gun-handling and behavior of 
students on the ranges during training. 
These, too, exhibit a to-the-point, 
businesslike approach, but provide the 
student with the measure of respect 
he deserves: 

1. Keep your pistol holstered except 
when on the firing line. We don’t care 
what condition it is in as long as you 
don't touch it! (A holstered gun is safe.) 

2. Stand firm on the line. Plant your feet 
and do pot fidget. 

3. Do not turn around with a pistol in 
your hand. Holster first, then turn 
around. 

4. Do not let the pistol “dangle,” in 
your hand. 

5. Keep the muzzle downrange when 
loading. Load magazines with the pistol 
holstered. 

6. Keep the trigger finger outside the 
trigger guard when in motion. 

7. If you need to work with your piece, 
off the line, use the safety table and 
keep the muzzle pointed to the north. 
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Tunnel-Rat Exexcise 



“Tunnel-rat” exercise is unique to Gunsite Advanced Course. Here 
author views entrance to tunnel, deciding upon appropriate tactical 
approach. 



With .45 ready in hand, author descends into hole. Although uncom¬ 
fortable, head-first approach is tactically sound, since it allows im¬ 
mediate engagement of any targets inside, an impossibility with feet- 
first approach. 



Here author has entered hole and regained his feet, is preparing to enter 
tunnel which begins from 5-foot diameter chamber at bottom of hole. 



Author begins somewhat precarious descent into 6-foot-deep tunnel 
entrance. 



With feet in air, author completes entrance into tunnel. 5-foot diameter 
chamber is located at bottom of entrance hole, allowing student to orient 
himself, proceed to negotiate tunnel itself. 



In cloud of dust from shots fired inside tunnel, author emerges from 
tunnel into ravine, seeking additional targets. Several targets are 
actually fired upon inside the tunnel itself. Since tunnel is only 40 inches 
in diameter, concussion caused by shots fired stirs up incredible amount 
of dirt, dust. It is worth noting that .45 autos tend to perform best on 
this type exercise because of extreme reliability. No malfunctions were 
experienced by students with .45s. 
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Shooting from cramped, uncomfortable posi¬ 
tions is integral to Gunsite Advanced program. 
Under watchful eye of ever-present Jeff Coop¬ 
er, student executes low-prone technique of 
shooting through 6x10-inch hole in the wall at 
silhouette 20 meters away. 




8. Keep rifle and shotgun actions open 
except when on target or during a tacti¬ 
cal drill. 

By now, you will be getting the idea 
that Gunsite is a very professional, 
efficient, highly motivating facility, with 
the best instruction available on a no- 
nonsense , businesslike basis. It is! 

The instructor/student relationships or 
Jeff Cooper are extraordinary and moti¬ 
vation runs almost fever high. This man 
not only teaches you how to shoot, but 
when to shoot, when not to shoot, how 
to handle hostage situations, use a flash¬ 
light, shoot at night without a flashlight, 
speed load, reload on the run, engage 
targets from moving vehicles (both sides 
and even while driving), engage multiple 
targets, and tactical movement. The list 
goes on and on, 

Jeff takes time with students to insure 
that they fully understand every point he 
wishes to impart to them. His criticisms, 
while timely, and correct, are delivered 
gently, logically, and cause no embar¬ 
rassment to the student in front of his 
peers. 

The program of instruction is compre¬ 
hensive, imaginatively written, and mas¬ 


Always expect the unexpected at Gunsite! 
Here author hastily engages silhouette that has 
been popped on him while negotiating 8-foot- 
high wall. 


terfully executed, and the results show it 
so graphically that one wonders why in 
hell no one ever thought of this before! 

As might be suspected by this point, 
each level of API instruction is progres¬ 
sively more diverse and difficult, since 
the student, as he moves up through the 
levels of instruction gains skill and 
“savvy.” On the other hand, the many 
techniques that the student learns at 
each level of instruction make it quite 
difficult to move difectly from one level 
of instruction to the other. Jeff strongly 
recommends that the student take ap¬ 
proximately nine months between each 
course to fully develop and master the 
techniques he has learned in one course 
before returning to Gunsite for the next 
higher level. 

I recently attended the Advanced 
course, which, as Jeff put it, “shows you 
just how wild things with pistols can 
get! ’ ’ He wasn ’t kidding a bit! 

Since the student who is accepted in 
the Advanced course is considered to 
be an expert already, Jeff is able to con¬ 
centrate entirely on those ultra¬ 
refinements of technique, both mental 
and physical, that are so deadly impor¬ 
tant in split-second pistol-fights. The 
time limits on basic exercises are reduced 
to the point that there is virtually no 
margin for error, to place maximum 
stress on the student. One finds out very 
quickly where his strong and weak 
points lie under such circumstances. 

Continued on page 68 
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Rhodesia^ Elite Armaed Caps 


The Black Deirils 
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Sooner or later it had to happen. SOF 
finally obtained clearance from Combined 
Operations Headquarters of the Rho¬ 
desian security forces to accompany units 
to the field. Though it took numerous 
attempts over a two-year period , it was 
worth the energy and time expended. 

SOF Editor Robert K. Brown and a 
SOF photographer were the first journal¬ 
ists to be allowed access to the Rhodesian 
Armored Corps, now nicknamed the 
*'Black Devils' ' by the terrorists. They 
toured the main armor base near Salis¬ 
bury and spent hours interviewing the 
Officer Commanding, other officers, 
andNCOs. 

Qther firsts included travelling in 
convoy to observe training operations at 
the Black Devils' secret training base, 
firing all weapons in the unit's inventory, 
and obtaining the first pictures of two 
new prototype vehicles. 

After returning from the training mis¬ 
sion, we joined the “Friday Afternoon 
Club" in the officers' mess where war 
stories flowed as freely as the fine 
Rhodesian beer. 

The following, then, is the story of the 
Black Devils and their American CO. 


“Black Devils' * have invaded our 
liberated territory,'' screamed the Voice 
of Free Zimbabwe, over Radio Maputo, 
the capital of Marxist Mozambique, 

And thus the Rhodesian Armored 
Corps received its unofficial official nick¬ 
name from the enemy. 

Why “Black Devils"? Because the 
commanding officer of the Armored 
Corps, Major Darrell Winkler, had 
authorized his unit, which had swept 
through the terr base camps, to wear 
black jump suits to give them a unique 
identity. 

Winkler, a field grade officer in the 
U.S. Army upon his discharge, who 
served three terms in Vietnam and three 
tours in Germany, refuses to allow me 
to go into any further details regarding 
his military background, schooling, or 
combat experience. 

“I resigned from the U.S. Army be¬ 
cause I was tired of it," he said. “I was 
embittered by our desertion of the South 


Members of tbe Rhodesian Armored Corps 
observe trainees firing main guns on armored 
vehicles at secret training base somewhere in 
Rhodesia. 


Vietnamese. Though I came out alive, 
many of my buddies did not. We all 
made a tremendous sacrifice for nothing, 
exactly nothing. The politicians in Wash¬ 
ington and Paris allowed 50,000 Ameri¬ 
cans to die in vain." 

After his resignation from the U.S. 
Army, Winkler travelled all over the 
world and ended up in South Africa 
where he became interested in the Com¬ 
munist-sponsored terrorist war in Rho¬ 
desia. He flew to Salisbury, contacted 
the Rhodesian Army, and was subse¬ 
quently interviewed by a board of offi¬ 
cers. The Rhodesians took to Winkler and 
gave him a tour of their military instal¬ 
lations. Impressed with their discipline, 
organization, and professionalism as 
well as their officers and enlisted per¬ 
sonnel, Winkler signed on. 

“The Rhodesians wanted someone to 
reorganize their armored unit who was 
highly qualified—school trained—and 
had a considerable amount of combat 
experience as well as command and staff 
experience with U.S. armored units in 
Germany and the U.S.," Winkler stated. 
“Furthermore, I would have an oppor¬ 
tunity to get in a few more licks against 
the Communists." 
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This vehicle has been mine-proofed; armored. 
Built on a commercial chassis. Used to trans¬ 
port patrols in bush. 


Winkler was commissioned in the Rho¬ 
desian Army on 12 August 1977 and was 
initially assigned to a military studies 
course which is the equivalent to the U.S. 
Army’s Command and General Staff 
College. Subsequently, he was appoint¬ 
ed an instructor in the same school and 
lectured on mechanized infantry and ar¬ 
mor operations. He returned to Colo¬ 
rado in December to arrange for his 
wife’s passage to Rhodesia and visited 
SOF’s offices in Boulder. Shortly after 
his return to Rhodesia, he was given the 
command of the Rhodesian armored 
corps. 

“It was a great opportunity,” Winkler 
recalls. “I was given a tremendous 
amount of responsibility—the authority 
to reorganize the table of organization 
as well as select personnel.” 

Winkler refuses to detail the Black 
Devils’ table of organization and the pre¬ 
cise numbers and types of vehicles in 
the armored corps because of security 
restrictions. He did say that the total 
number of vehicles is comparable to that 
in a western armored regiment; that 
there is one regiment in the armored 
corps which consists of four operational 
squadrons which in turn have four troops. 
Three of the four squadrons are staffed 
by a cadre of regular army NCOs and 
fleshed out with reservists, called “ter¬ 
ritorials.” 

An entire territorial squadron comes 
in on active duty for eight weeks. They 
have been doing this for so long the tran¬ 
sition from civilian life to active duty 


takes only two days! This includes trans¬ 
fer of stores, ammo, etc. The squadron 
is operational at the end of the second 
day. The territorials serve two eight- 
week tours per year. Last year, however, 
due to escalation of the war, they served 
up to a total of six months. 

Winkler also commands the 4th Squa¬ 
dron which is made up entirely of reg¬ 
ulars and which has more personnel and 
vehicles than the three territorial squad¬ 
rons. A fifth headquarters squadron is 
non-operational and is comparable to a 
headquarters company. 

Also under Winkler’s command is a 
depot which conducts all armored train¬ 
ing and which could be compared to the 
U.S. Army Armored School. Located at 
the same facility on the outskirts of 
Salisbury is a maintenance section 
which performs all first, second, third, 
and fourth class echelon maintenance 
and repair. 

The latter facility built two new pro¬ 
totype vehicles which will go into pro¬ 
duction shortly and become part and par¬ 
cel of the Armored Corps. The first is 
the Bullet, a wheeled, infantry fighting 
vehicle, nicknamed after a Sandhurst 
graduate who designed and developed it 
and who received his nickname while 
playing rugby. SOF was the first pub¬ 
lication that has had an opportunity to 
observe and photograph this vehicle. 
In fact, SOF staff members journeyed 
in convoy with the Bullet to the Black 
Devil’s secret training area in the Rho¬ 
desian bush. 


Before the Bullet goes into production, 
it will be driven 10,000 kilometers cross¬ 
country, day and night. Upon termina¬ 
tion of the durability test, it will be blown 
up by a h command-detonated Russian 
landmine to determine the effectiveness 
of the anti-blast configuration. 

“Endurance and reliability tests,” 
Winkler pointed out, “will be much the 
same as those conducted with a similar 
type vehicle in the U.S. Army.” Winkler 
refused to let us publish the actual cost 
of the Bullet. I can, however, attest to 
the fact that the prototype production cost 
is so low that it would boggle the minds 
of U.S. Army procurement officers. 

In fact, we could undoubtedly save 
hundreds of millions of dollars by having 
a team of Rhodesian efficiency and econ¬ 
omy experts come over and give guidance 
on how not to waste money. 

I can reveal that the vehicle carries a 
10-man crew; that the vehicle commander 
is also the section (squad) leader when 
the crew dismounts and assumes an 
infantry role. The Bullet will be armed 
with a yet undetermined caliber machine 
gun or some type of 20mm cannon. Wink¬ 
ler and his staff are in the process of 
developing the means for tactical em¬ 
ployment of the Bullet, even though it 
has not completed its trial runs. 

The second prototype vehicle that is 
to be integrated into the Black Devils’ 
inventory of sudden death is a dune- 
buggy-type, high-speed, cross-country 
reconnaissance vehicle that will depend 
on speed and maneuverability for sur¬ 
vival. It has been nicknamed the “Vapor¬ 
izer” by the Rhodesian troopies, as if 
it hits a landmine it will be “vaporized.” 
The Vaporizer is another example of 
Rhodesian—and in this case, American— 
ability to produce a functional operational 
vehicle in minimum time with mini¬ 
mum assets. Winkler simply told his 
superiors what he wanted and they gave 

Major Winkler briefs author on function and 
employment of twin Browning .30 caliber 
Browning machine guns mounted on 4 x 4. 
“Black Devils” developed concept and had 
it in production within a short time. 
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Left: Crocodile, another Rhodesian designed 
and manufactured troop carrier, is armored, 
mine-proofed. Specifications are classified. 


Below: Members of armored unit plink with 
Uzi and FN. All troopers qualify with smalt 
arms every 10 days, zero weapons preceding 
every operation. 



Above: Dune-buggylike reconnaissance ve¬ 
hicle developed in less than two months for 
less than $1500 by Major Winkler and his 
“Black Devils.” Rhodesian troopers nick¬ 
named it “Vaporizer,” since if it hits landmine 
it will be “vaporized.” 



Above: “Vaporizer” will mount .30 cal or 
.50 cal MG, will be in production before end 
of year. 



40 















Above: Major Darrell Winkler, native of Ohio, 
cuts loose with twin .30 cal Brownings 
mounted on 4x4. Gun mounts, ammo boxes 
were developed in Rhodesian Armored Corps 
R&D facility near Salisbury, Rhodesia. 


Left: outdated by western standards, Ferret 
armored cars have proved effective against 
terrorist infantry. Presently, Rhodesians are 
developing new turret with heavier armament. 
Rhodesians have number of heavier armored 
vehicles in inventory which author viewed but 
cannot describe for security reasons. 


Below: Rhodesian Armored Corps troopers are 
issued black jump suits after completing 
training. Nicknamed “Black Devils” by terror¬ 
ist radio station in Maputo, Mozambique, after 
number of highly successful raids. Major 
Winkler is behind twin .30 cal Brownings, 
Editor Brown in camouflage jump suit. 




Above: Side view of Bullet. Note firing ports. 
Carries crew of 10. Vehicle commander leads 
squad when they dismount. Production 
version will mount .30 or .50 cal MGs or 20mm 
cannon. 



Above: Rear view of Bullet. Cost of vehicle is 
classified but Winkler stated low cost would 
give western armies apoplexy. Author was first 
journalist to photograph Bullet; to journey with 
Black Devils to secret training base in Rho¬ 
desian bush. 
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him the equivalent of $1500 and told him 
to “go to it.” No staff studies and more 
staff studies; no committee meetings and 
no buck passing. In only a month. Wink¬ 
ler had his prototype, which is now un¬ 
dergoing its final tests. A contract will be 
signed with a commercial firm for the 
production run. 

Other vehicles that can be mentioned 
without compromising security, accord¬ 
ing to Winkler, are Ferret armored cars, 
Rovers, which are four-wheel-drive ve¬ 
hicles armed with 50 calibers, twin 
Brownings, or 2Gmms, as well as an ar¬ 
mored transport vehicle called a Croco¬ 
dile which has a commercial chassis and 
engine and has been mineproofed. 

There are a number of other armored 
vehicles in the Black Devils’ TO & E 
which have a main gun capable of de¬ 
feating any Communist-bloc tanks in 
either Mozambique or Angola. 

When I questioned Winkler as to why 
the armored units machine guns did not 
have shields as did the convoy vehicles 
manned by the police, he replied that 
there was more fear of an RPG round 
detonating on the shield, which of course 
would kill the gunner and destroy the 
gun, than of the gunner taking a round 
from an AK or RPD. 

Winkler pointed out that the Rovers 
fight amongst the armored vehicles and 
have been shot up on occasion. 

Winkler evaluated his Rhodesian 
troops as follows: 

LEADERSHIP. “Excellent. This in¬ 
cludes both officers and NCOs. It extends 
down from my squadron commanders 
right down to the vehicle commanders. 
We don’t believe in command and con¬ 
trol by radio. When there is a ‘punch out* 
I’m there and so are my officers and 
NCOs.” 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS. 
“Our senior NCOs are true profession¬ 
als. They’re the best I’ve ever seen. 
Experienced, dedicated, capable, and 
aggressive.” 

PROMOTION. “We don’t believe in 
‘instant’ NCOs. They cost lives. En¬ 
listed men and junior NCOs are pro¬ 
moted based on performance and com¬ 
petence, not efficiency reports or time- 
in-grade. Often it takes three or four 
years for a ‘troopie’ to make the equiva¬ 
lent of E-5. Some territorial servicemen 
(reservists) have spent six years in the 
same grade. 

“A section leader will tell his troop 
leader, ‘I’ve got a man in my section 
that is working out well.’ We’ll observe 
him closely for six months; then make 
him a temporary E-5. If he is recommend¬ 
ed by his immediate superiors, I pro¬ 
mote him. I have the authority to promote 
up to the grade of warrant officer.” 

MORALE. “It’s high, damn high. 
Because our men are fighting to save 
their country, their families, their live¬ 
lihood. As I mentioned earlier, we have 
good leadership; we are aggressive and 


we win! If the officers and NCOs are ag¬ 
gressive, the troops are aggressive.” 

INGENUITY. “We have to use in¬ 
genuity, as we don’t have millions of 
dollars for R&D like western or Com¬ 
munist-bloc countries. For instance, we 
wanted to develop a mount for twin 
Browning .30 cal. machine guns. We 
informally discussed the concept, drew 
a sketch on scrap paper, gave it to our 
R&D committee, which consists of two 
sergeant majors and a squadron CO. 
They went out and designed one in a 
couple of weeks. To build a similar sys¬ 
tem in the U.S. would cost a fortune and 
take months if not years before it was 
accepted. (Remember how long it took 
the U.S. Army to adopt subdued patches 
for Vietnam?) Our R&D costs are al¬ 
most nothing. If we need something we 
make it.” 

DISCIPLINE. There is no nonsense in 
the Rhodesian Armored Corps. Discipline 
is strict and uncompromising. You do 
not find an enlisted man say, “No, I 
don’t want to,” or “I do it later, maybe.” 
Anyone that gives anything less than his 
very best is immediately transferred. 

1 had an opportunity to witness a troop 
of students conduct their first firing ex¬ 
ercises with some of the heavier Rho¬ 
desian armored vehicles at their secret 
training base. And it was a pleasure to 
watch. 

The Black Devil NCOs had done their 
job well. Though the students did not 
meet Winkler’s demanding requirements 
for laying and firing their main guns 
with their first few practice rounds, it 
was obvious that they soon would. 

Winkler insists that all his men main¬ 
tain their proficiency with small arms. 
They qualify on the range every 10 days. 
All small arms are zeroed before every 
operation. Marksmanship competition 
between the troops and squadrons is 

Major Darrell Winkjer, CO of the “Black 
Devils,” insists all his personnel qualify with 
small arms every 10 days. Here, Winkler trys 
his hand with a 12 guage pump. 


emphasized to build morale and make the 
training more interesting. 

TRAINING: “Officers assigned to the 
Armored Corps complete a 12-week basic 
armor course. Then each of them is as¬ 
signed to a troop where he is evaluated 
by the current troop leader during a num¬ 
ber of combat operations before he is 
given a command. Draftees or National 
Service personnel serve 18 months if 
they enter the service after high school; 
two years if they receive a deferment to 
go to college. The length of courses of 
formal instruction depends on the indi¬ 
vidual’s military occupation specialty. 
The training in general is rigorous 
and demanding. Black jump suits are 
issued after a trooper successfully com¬ 
pletes his training.” 

Development of new tactics is a con¬ 
tinuing process with Major Winkler and 
his Black Devils. 

“The formal military schooling I re¬ 
ceived in the States has helped me tre¬ 
mendously,” Winkler said. “I have been 
developing our own tactics with a de¬ 
gree of freedom that you do not have in 
the U.S. Army.” 

The tactics employed are a blend of 
British, German, South African, French, 
and American. Israeli tactics are not 
utilized, according to Winkler, because 
the terrain is not similar to that in Is¬ 
rael, but instead resembles the terrain 
in Germany where you have rolling coun¬ 
tryside, mountains, etc. 

Tactics employed fall into two major 
categories: those used against enemy 
infantry that has a strong anti-armor 
capability and tactics to be employed 
against a conventional type armor thrust 
which would utilize Russian tanks and 
armored personnel carriers. 

Once again, Winkler was reluctant to 
get into specific details. He did say that 
his armor always moved with support¬ 
ing mechanized infantry, that depending 
on the situation combined arms—artil¬ 
lery and air assets—were utilized. 

Air support is committed only after a 
unit commander feels it is absolutely 
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A “Black Devil” cuts loose with a .50 cal 
Browning mounted on a 4 x 4. This particular 
vehicle took 41 hits in a major contact, includ¬ 
ing two in the back of the driver’s seat. 

necessary. What it boils down to is, “Is 
the situation developing so that it is 
worth spending the money to call in air 
support?” Winkler stated that nine times 
out of ten the armored unit in contact 
is able to handle the problem. 

“The terrorist infantry is scared of us, 
even when they outnumber us by a large 
number,” Winkler commented. “Nor¬ 
mally, when we engage them they will 
take the gap. They won’t stay and fight.” 

“We have developed and are contin¬ 
ually refining our armor tactics for use 
in COIN operations.” Winkler empha¬ 
sized, “We survive because we keep 
moving. The keystones of our tactical 
doctrine are speed, mobility, and aggres¬ 
sive action.” 

Because of cost factors and economy 
of force, the Black Devils are normally 
committed only when Rhodesian intel¬ 
ligence has pinpointed significant con¬ 
centrations of terrorists. 

“Before the armor units had to look 
for a job. Now we are efficiently and 
effectively employed,” Winkler said. 
“Normally, Rhodesian armor operations 
are conducted by a single squadron and 
very seldom with less than a squadron.” 

“The tactics developed here are now 
being analyzed and, in some cases, 
utilized by other countries. A number of 
western and Latin American countries 


have sent representatives unofficially 
to observe our tactics due to the suc¬ 
cess that we have had in employing armor 
with a heavy anti-armor capability,” 
Winkler said. “We are continually re¬ 
vising and improving our tactics. When 
an idea is put forth it is tested imme¬ 
diately and if it is successful it is adopted 
immediately. We don’t go through 
months of paper work and committee 
meetings. It simply works or it doesn’t.” 

Over the past year more attention has 
been devoted to increasing the Black 
Devils’ anti-armor capability and empha¬ 
sis placed on conventional armor tactics 
in case of a terrorist armor thrust from 
Mozambique. Large numbers of RPG-7 
launchers and ammunition have been 
captured in daring strikes at terrorist 
bases in Mozambique. These have been 
integrated into the armor TO & E and, 
of course, have been issued to units 
throughout the entire Rhodesian army. 

Additional armor vehicles, of which the 
number and type are still classified, 
have the capability of fighting and de¬ 
feating the Russian T-34s and T-54s 
now in the hands of terrorist forces. 

Winkler, once again, refused to be 
specific about how much is known about 
the terrorist armor capability. However, 
press reports have stated that the ter¬ 
rorists have a total of about 200 T-34s 
and T-54s as well as armored personnel 
carriers; that Cuban instructors are train¬ 
ing terrorists in their operation and tac¬ 
tics. There have also been reports of a 
few T-62s in Mozambique. 

Early last summer, the press carried 
reports that there were 3500 Russian 
tanks in Mozambique. SOF staffers 
raised their eyebrows at this figure, 
which was more tanks than the Russians 
had at the battle of Kursk! I queried 
Winkler regarding this report. 

He laughed and said, “A reporter from 
one of the major U.S. TV networks ap¬ 
parently was hard up for a story and 
either made it up or failed to check the 
credibility of his source. Obviously, he 
had no military background.” He chuck¬ 
led again. “Can you imagine the train¬ 
ing program you would have to organize 
to train tank crews for 3500 tanks much 
less maintain and supply them!” 

A terrorist-manned, Russian-equipped 
and sponsored armored thrust is, how¬ 
ever, considered by Winkler to be a 
possibility. 

“Why? Because the Russians have 
committed a tremendous amount of 
money, materiel, and ordnance to in¬ 
sure a Marxist, anti-U.S. government 
takes control of Rhodesia, thus isolating 
Zambia and Zaire, as well as denying 
the West our natural resources,” Wink¬ 
ler said. “And their prestige is at stake. 
Therefore, the Russians want to dis¬ 
rupt the democratic elections scheduled 
for December. If the elections take place 
and the United States lifts the embargo, 
the Russians will have lost.” 


Since the Armored Corps is used only 
when intelligence can pinpoint large 
concentrations of enemy troops, they 
make contact on 90 percent of their 
operations. 

Some of their firelights have lasted 
the best part of a day. During one recent 
contact, Winkler’s squadron followed a 
platoon-size unit of terrorists into their 
base camp. 

“As we roared into the camp, which 
was laid out along a narrow dirt road 
bordered by heavy bush, we opened fire 
simultaneously,” Winkler said. “Due to 
the impenetrable bush there was no room 
to maneuver our wheeled vehicles. 

“Our infantry dismounted, deployed, 
and began firing. Enemy tracer rounds 
started fires behind us. Our tracers 
started a fire behind the enemy. In a 
short while, flames were blazing 15 to 20 
feet high. It was so hot the infantry’s 
web gear smoldered and plastic canteens 
melted in their covers. Within an hour, 
smoke from the fires was rising a thou¬ 
sand feet in the air.” 

“The terrs mortared us but they still 
haven’t learned to adjust fire and conse¬ 
quently dropped more rounds on their 
own troops than they did on us. They had 
even more problems with their 122mm 
rockets, some of which landed six klicks 
from us. 

“After five hours, the wind dispersed 
the smoke; I called in tac air and the 
terrs withdrew—what was left of them. 
We estimated we killed 106 out of about 
150.” 

Though the Black Devils are not called 
out to react to terrorist atrocities, they as 
everyone else in this dirty war witness 
examples of the terrorist barbarism. 
Winkler remembers entering one kraal 
where a 15-year-old boy had been tied 
to a tree by a terr band who had taped 
a white phosphorus grenade to the inside 
of his thigh, laughed, pulled the pin, and 
left. They told the other villagers he was 
an “informer.” 

Another time Winkler’s squadron 
encountered a burnt-out police Land 
Rover. The vehicle, which was giving a 
lift to a number of villagers, had been 
ambushed. The terrorists poured gas¬ 
oline on the wounded Africans and set 
it alight. 

When asked how long he plans on 
remaining in Rhodesia, which will be 
known as “Zimbabwe” after 1 January 
1979, Winkler replied, “I have two more 
years left to finish out my contract. 

“I have no concern about the govern¬ 
ment being taken over by blacks. I don’t 
care if the government is black or white 
as long as it is not Communist. I am not 
here to fight simply to fight but to fight 
Communism.” 


W 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


43 








Tte AR-15 

Black Gun Blaster 

ky Robert Sundanee 


The M-16/AR-15 “black gun,” which 
is our main battlefield small arm, is not 
known for its accuracy or tons of energy. 
It's not even legal for hunting in most 
states since it is so underpowered—some 
battlefield weapon, huh? To be very 
honest, I personally don't like the rifle— 
in fact, I hate it; it’s worthless—or is it? 

There is a gunsmith in Boulder, Colo¬ 
rado, named Mark Chanlynn, who shoots 
as an N.R.A. expert in high power com¬ 
petition with an AR-15! Although this 
may not impress you, it should. One 
phase of these matches is fired with iron 
sights at 600 yards. Mark won the Colo¬ 
rado State 600-Yard phase with this rifle 
in 1977. 

Mark takes an AR-15, goes through it, 
and produces a rifle capable of three-inch 
groups at 600 yards. Now that I have your 
attention, let's go into some detail on this 
llV 2 -pound, semi-automatic, supers 
accurate terror. 

This is obviously an excellent target 
rifle since it shoots in bolt action rifle 
matches (it is not in the service rifle 
class). This gives it an excellent advan¬ 
tage in rapid fire competition: low recoil 


and excellent accuracy. The potential for 
special unit or SWAT application is fan¬ 
tastic. As a counter-sniper weapon, it can 
shoot with pinpoint accuracy and yet 
allows for rapid follow-up shots. Most 
SWAT teams deploy with a bolt gun 
sniper and an AR-15 or M-16 backup. 
Now the same job can be done by one 
man if the situation allows, or you could 
have two semi-auto “accurate” snipers. 

I'm not advocating that this be a door- 
buster close-in gun; that is a job for shot¬ 
guns or full-automatic weapons. SWAT 
teams like the 5.56mm and 6mm car¬ 
tridges, since they are common, fairly 
accurate to very accurate, and have low 
accidental penetration so bystanders 
can't be blasted by a wild .308 round that 
went through four walls. 

What then is Mark’s AR-15 all about 
and what are its advantages? First, it is 
sold with the customer’s choice of barrel, 
whether by Hart, Douglass, or whom¬ 
ever, The rifle weighs up to 11 V 2 pounds, 
due to the heavy 24-inch barrel and steel 
forearm. About IV 2 pounds can be cut off 
by using an aluminum forearm. The 10 to 
11-pound weight allows for piore shooting 


stability and lower recoil. Mark can't 
report on any malfunctions in 1700 
rounds of firing—so it appears not to 
be temperamental. 

The M-16 straight line stock design 
with a pistol grip further reduces recoil 
and adds to a more natural point of aim. 
This stock also allows for both right or 
left-hand use—a definite advantage over 
most bolt rifles. It has the lowered- 
training-time advantage for SWAT units, 
since they usually train with AR-15s or 
M-16s. 

One very huge advantage to 6mm bolt 
guns over the 5.56mm autos is that they 
use an inherently more accurate round 
and they hit harder. Mark can rechamber 
the AR-15 blaster for a 6 x 45mm wildcat. 
He takes the 5.56mm case, necks it up 
to 6mm and bingo: a 6mm round that 
looks exactly like a baby .308. In fact, 
when loaded with Sierra 85-grain hollow- 
point boattail bullets in front of 25 grains 
of Hodgden powder, it has nearly identi¬ 
cal flight characteristics as the .308. This 
is a 2700-foot-per-second load, by the 
way. 
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This rifle can be built using the cus¬ 
tomer’s choice of 6mm or 5.56mm 
government ammo. Or you can have it 
set up in both. The barrel, forearm, and 
receiver come off as a group and can be 
replaced with the alternate setup or even 
the original M-16 barrel and forearm in 
less time than it takes to clean a .45. 

This gives obvious advantages of train¬ 
ing with easy-to-get 5.56 ammo, or even 
using the .22 LR conversion kit, and yet 
when the need arises, 6mm handloads 
can be used. 

Needless to say, this setup, using a 
match grade 5.56mm barrel and ammo, 
results in a vastly superior AR-15. 1 
shot one, using the 5.56 barrel and it was 
just great. But that 6jnm is absolutely 


Difference between upper receiver groups is 
evident in this photo. 


fantastic—accurate as hell and almost no 
recoil. I’m not recoil shy; however, the 
reduction of recoil permits rapid recovery 
for an accurate follow-up shot. 

I had the opportunity to testfire Mark’s 
6mm at the International Sportsman’s 
Range in Broomfield, Colorado. A set of 
scope blocks had been installed and a 
scope was mounted for the first time. The 


Removal of carrying handle permits use of 
custom rear sights—Note special sight blocks. 


rifle held an awful set of IV 2 to two-inch 
groups at 100 yards. At 300 yards they 
went to five inches. We jerked the scope 
off and proceeded to fire 300-yard three- 
inch groups with iron sights, using the 
incorrect aperture for 300 yards. The 
bullseye looked like a BB in a box car 
through that sight. Somehow I held a 
fairly tight reference point and the rifle 
did the rest. Mark fired several rapid-fire 
ten-shot groups in 60 seconds in the 
sitting position at 20Q yards and got IV 2 
to two inch groups. Now that’s good 
shooting, especially if you figure in the 
human error. 

The scope problem is still a mystery; 
however, it appears that it isn’t good to 
mount scope blocks on the tube forearm. 
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Note front sight blocks and no-contact, free- 
floating barrel. 


4. The chamber is then cut in the 
barrel to very close tolerances. 

5. The barrel is then cut to the cus¬ 
tomer’s requested length. Mark prefers 
24 inches. The crown is then cut in the 
muzzle. This is the final contact point 
between the barrel and the bullet. It has 
a tremendous effect on any rifle’s ac¬ 
curacy. Mark uses a stepdown crown and 
then laps it for perfect concentricity. 

6. He then installs the barrel and re¬ 
ceiver group and test fires it to determine 


the exact chamber dimensions by mea¬ 
suring the difference between the unfired 
round and a fired case. 

7. The rifle is then disassembled. The 
steel or aluminum forearm tube is cut 
from 2.0 inch O.D. tube having a 0.125 
wall thickness; air holes are optional. 

8. A special barrel nut is made and 
threaded internally to match the receiver 
threads. The tolerances between the 
threads (class fit) is extremely tight to 
prevent slop and movement. 

9. A 0.25-inch diameter hole is then 
drilled in the forearm tube to provide 
access for a spanner wrench to tighten 
the tube on the receiver. 

10. He next locates and drills a gas 
tube hole through the barrel nut—to 


The scope apparently belongs on the 
receiver, whether the carrying handle is 
utilized for a mount (a poor practice) or 
if special blocks are made by Mark for 
your scope. The carrying handle is poor 
as a mount if the quick detachable scope 
mount is used—it just doesn’t stay 
zeroed, due to movement. The handle 
could be utilized if permanent screws and 
bases were used to mount a scope. You 
should be aware that if the handle is 
retained, good iron sights cannot be used 
—a small matter to SWAT, a big con¬ 
sideration for target shooters. The use of 
the longer 24-inch barrel gives a much 
greater sight radius for the iron sight 
shooters, a nice advantage. 

The round steel forearm is totally free 
from contact with the barrel. It doesn’t 
matter how much sling pressure is used, 
the barrel won’t flex as it does with the 
standard AR-15/M-16. This eliminates 
poor shot groups or missed shots. The 
forearm also spreads the mirage from 
barrel heat (an advantage to target 
shooters). One can also mount a hand 
stop like that which Mark’s rifle has. 

Mark has obliged me and the readers 
of S.O.F. by giving us his modification 
steps in the order that he does them. 
Here goes: 

1. He disassembles the original rifle 
as supplied by the customer. 

2. Taking the steel barrel blank (Mark 
prefers stainless steel—less corrosion), 
he recontours it to a 1.0 inch diameter 
at the breech end and 0.75 inch at the 
muzzle. 

3. He then cuts in the shank threads to 
fit the barrel extension. This is where the 
bolt fits. 


Blaster is excellent at long range. Here 
rapid-fire, 300-yard group is being fired. 
Rifle is equally at home at 600 yards. 
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Low recoil permits rifle to be held in any 
position—here note high position on shoulder. 


allow for the gas tube. Upon firing, the 
gas passes through this tube to work the 
action. This alignment must be perfect to 
insure functioning of the action during 
firing. 

11. He then locates the gas port hole 
position in the barrel and drills and reams 
it out. Burrs are eliminated inside the 
barrel by wire brushing and rereaming 
many times. 

12. He reams the gas fixture to 0.375 
inch and fastens it to the barrel. At this 
point, the bayonet, sight, and other junk 
on the gas tube may be removed if 
desired. This is a must if competition 
sights are used. I would recommend this 
to take advantage of the 24-inch sight 
radius of the longer barrel. 

13. Mark manufactures new trigger pins 
from hardened drill rod. These are tightly 
fitted to eliminate side play in the trigger 
assembly, which is essential for a target 
trigger in the AR-15. 

14. He drills and taps the receiver for 
external engagement and screws on the 
trigger (alien head). This allows for trig¬ 
ger adjustment. 

15. The angles on both engagement 
sears (hammer and trigger) are changed. 
The normal M-16/AR-15 trigger when 
pulled has a slight camming effect on the 
hammer—this modification eliminates 
this problem. It also allows for an adjust¬ 
ment down to 3 V 2 -pounds pull. The re¬ 
sulting trigger is so crisp that it feels 
much lighter. 

16. The disconnector is reworked to 
prevent accidental full-auto fire on any 
of the rifles AR-15 or M-16. This might be 
optional on an M-16 for police use. 

17. The rifle is then reassembled and 
fired 20 to 30 rounds to test the gas 
system and trigger function. 

18. Any special sight work is completed 
at this point. Mark makes his own iron 
sight bases, since none are commercially 
available. He will also install the hand 
stop or sling swivels or both at this time. 

19. He then polishes the barrel and 
glass beads it, using a sand blaster. Then 
all requested parts are blued. 

20. The rifle is boxed up with all left¬ 
over parts and returned to its owner. 

In order to have an AR-15 or M-16 
converted, it is not necessary to send the 
whole rifle to Mark—just the upper and 
lower receiver. When the rifle is finished, 
you can use the old barrel, forearm, 
etc., on it when you want, provided you 
keep your old gas system parts—a nice 
feature! 


Well, that's about it, an AR-15 or M-16 
that even I love. However, if you like the 
wildcat 6mm or 5.56 cartridge or you have 



a preference for the black gun—this is a 
great way to go. I, as I said before, feel 
this is a super sniper/counter-sniper rifle 
for police or special use in urban areas. 
As a battlefield weapon I still like the 
7.62 since it can penetrate vehicles or 
buildings much better. For SWAT use, 
the Blaster is a natural, provided heavy 
caliber guns are available for backup and 
heavy duty use. The target shooter and 
special unit rifleman will appreciate its 
accuracy, firepower, and great reliability. 

Mark can be reached at the Bighorn 
Trading Co., 1707 14th, Boulder, Colo¬ 


rado 80302. His prices vary between 
$275.00 and $350.00, depending on your 
specifications. Don’t be in a hurry to 
get your rifle back: you know how gun¬ 
smiths are. 

In parting, let me pass along my own 
unoriginal shooting philosophy: “only 
hits count”—and hits you can count on 
with this rifle. 
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Left: South African troopers are adept at 
turning hostile bush into livable area. Note 
“sidewalk” constructed from beer and soft 
drink cans. 

Right: Ovambo store owner and interpreter for 
South African Army poses by his pickup, 
blown up by terrorists landmine night before. 
SWAPO terrorist who planted mine was ap¬ 
prehended following day with indirect assist 
from SOF editor. 

Below: typical view of the terrain in S.W. 
Africa. Flat land as far as you can see, covered 
with sparse bush and spotted with native 
‘‘kraals.” Area is difficult to seal off as ave¬ 
nues of approach are many kilometers wide. 
Contact by ambush is mostly by luck. 




Tfcctics & Techniques 

Southwest Africa Update 

ky Moert KL Emm 

Below: Members of a S.A. parachute battalion on their way to rifle range. Note unique silhouette targets. 
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Above: Ovambo troops participate in platoon 
attack exercise. Author found these troops to 
be aggressive; employed fire and movement 
techniques effectively. 



Left and below: Author is assaulted by camp 
mascot in South African Army base near 
Angolan border in South West Africa; solves 
problem in typical SOF fashion. 



Above: Ovambo tribesman and white South 
Africans function as well-knit team in this 
mounted infantry unit. Ovambos are used as 
trackers, carry rifle grenades to break contact 
in case of ambush. 


Below: In this terrain, high tree is all one can 
hope for for observation point. 
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SOF staffer Al J. Venter, veteran cor¬ 
respondent of Africa's wars, revolutions, 
and coups, arranged through the South 
African Army's Public Relations Office 
for a toux of the South West Africa 
operational area for SOF Editor Brown. 

The date of the flight from Pretoria to 
S. W.A . was' pushed up one day . The 
schedule forced Brown to hitchhike sev¬ 
eral hundred kilometers from a large 
ranch in south eastern Rhodesia where he 
was visiting Vietnam veterans who are 
working as security guards. 

The following day, he flew on a C-130 
with his escort to SWA, where he was 
briefed at a main base camp. Subse¬ 
quently, he journeyed by Alouette and 
Puma helicopters to various forward 
operational bases near the Angolan 
border where he interviewed numerous 
troopers and assessed the terrorist 
war—techniques, tactics, and equip¬ 
ment. 

Brown saw no action, though his 
presence indirectly assisted in the cap¬ 
ture of'one terrorist. The night before 
arriving in one forward base camp, a 
civilian vehicle owned by an Ovambo 
store keeper and interpreter for the S.A. 
Defense Force hit a land mine, killing the 
driver and seriously wounding the other 


occupants. The young terrorist had stood 
in the road with his bicycle near the mine 
he had planted, detouring several 
vehicles around him. When the vehicle 
he wanted to destroy came into view, he 
simply moved his bicycle off into the 
bush. And boom! 

The following day Brown's chopper 
arrived in camp. Concurrently, the base 
intelligence ojficer rushed up to the CO 
and told him that informants had just 
identified and located the terr. And could 
he borrow the chopper to apprehend him, 
as the terr might move at any time. 
Since a chopper was there, it was made 
available and in less than an hour the 
terr was apprehended and transported 
back to base camp for interrogation. 

Brown's notes and observations fol¬ 
low: 

TERRAIN AND SITUATION 

The border between Angola and South 
West Africa in the military area I visited 


“Ratel,” South Africa’s new APC, has been 
described by western military experts as one 
of best infantry fighting vehicles available. 
Note firing ports; smoke grenade launchers 
on turret. 


runs for about 450 kilometers. The ter¬ 
rain, stark, flat, and featureless, is 
covered with 20-foot-high bush. 

When questioned as to how the South 
Africans secured such a long porous 
border, (the whole border is essentially 
one big “avenue of approach”) one SWA 
base commander replied, “I concentrate 
most of my operations in and around the 
more densely populated areas. Of 
course, we also run ops along the border 
on an irregular basis to preclude estab¬ 
lishing any definite pattern. I also deploy 
my units in depth.” 

The border area is broken down into 
two “Military Areas/' which have a 
troop strength the equivalent of a U.S. 
Army reinforced brigade. The number of 
companies in each battalion is deter¬ 
mined by that particular battalion's 
mission and the number of square 
kilometers in its particular area of op¬ 
erations. The same criteria are used to 
determine the number of armored 
vehicles assigned to each battalion, 
which in turn are attached to the bat¬ 
talion's companies. 

A permanent mobile reserve of para¬ 
troopers are stationed at the Military 
Area Headquarters. Normally, they are 
inserted by helicopter. 
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The importance of choppers in this 
nasty terrorist war is as great as in Viet¬ 
nam. All untarred roads must be care¬ 
fully swept for mines, which makes it 
impossible to reinforce quickly by land. 
Furthermore, these roads become im¬ 
passible during the three-month rainy 
season. 


The battalion and company bases are 
fairly permanent and can be compared to 
our fire bases in Vietnam. Twenty to 
25 percent of the combat troops remain 
at the bases; the remainder are out on 
ops. 


Above: Brown listens to analysis of South 
African political situation by I. Kathrada and 
G. Munsook, members of Executive Council of 
South African Indian Council, who were on 
an orientation tour. 

Left: Typical machine gun bunker at Forward 
operational base near Angolan border. 
SWAPO units have yet to attempt to over¬ 
run such bases; prefer to avoid security 
forces and intimidate populace. 

Below left: Author and escort prepare to 
enter French-made Puma chopper. Heli¬ 
copters provide only reliable method of 
transportation during three-month rainy 
season, due to lack of tarred roads. 

TERRORIST MODUS OPERANDI 

SWAPO’s base camps are located 
between 30 to 100 kilometers north of 
the Angolan border. These bases serve as 
SWAPO’s section headquarters. Africans 
who are kidnapped or recruited or lured 
to SWAPO’s standards under false 
pretenses rondezvous at these bases 
where they are evaluated. The most 
qualified are sent overseas for specialist 
or advanced training. The remainder are 
trained at these bases for three to six 
months. 

As one South African Army colonel 
pointed out, “This is not a thorough 
training cycle when you consider that all 
instruction must be conducted with 
interpreters.” 

After completing training, the SWAPO 
recruit moves to an operational base 
which normally is close by a logistical 
base. Subsequently, they are sent to 
operational bases six to 10 kilometers 
inside Angola, which are temporary 
and which are moved on a weekly or even 
daily basis. 

From these bases they infiltrate into 
South West Africa. Within 10 klicks of 
the border SWAPO units tend to be 
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aggressive. They will pick the time and 
place if they wish to engage. Normally, 
they rely on a short but heavy volume 
of fire and then break contact. In this 
type of contact the MGs will fire a belt 
of ammo, the riflemen a couple of mag¬ 
azines of AK ammo and the RPG team 
will fire one or two rounds during a one 
or two minute contact. 

However, as SWAPO units move 
further south into South West Africa 
or Namibia, as it will be called in the 
near future, they avoid contact with the 
security forces. In fact, the only contacts 
are by accident, unless the security forces 
are successful in tracking them down. 


TERRORIST INTIMIDATION 

The terrorists’ main objective is to 
intimidate the Ovambo population in 
South West Africa in order to win the 
elections and take total control. The type 
of intimidation differs from the areas near 
the SWA - Angola border and further 
south. Along the border murder and 


atrocities are common practice, while 
further south threats are more common. 
The terrs will tell tribesmen, “Either you 
do as we say or the same thing will 
happen to you that happened to ‘Mr, X’ 
up near the border / ’ 

The main terrorist objective is to weak¬ 
en the influence of the local tribal authori¬ 
ties. SWAPO labels the present Ovambo 
leadership as puppets of the South 
Africans, calling them “black Boers.” 

SWAPO’s policy of intimidation got 
into full swing in 1976. It was and is 
targeted against tribal authorities, the 
Ovambo government, and those support¬ 
ing the government. All churches and 
missionaries are also targeted, with the 
exception of the Lutheran church, which 
is well disposed toward and aids SWAPO. 

Major Hans Stempfle, who was my 
escort during my tour of the SWA op¬ 
erational area, explained why mutilation 
was a far more effective intimidation 
tool than murder. “The Ovambo tribes^- 
man is very stoic and fatalistic. Simple 
killing does not have the impact on 
tribal members as does, say, cutting off 


arms and legs or noses and ears and then 
forcing the victim’s wife to fry and eat 
the flesh.” 

INTELLIGENCE 

Developing intelligence is difficult. 
One S.A. Sergeant Major stated, “Who 
ever gives the last political speech or 
shows a presence in a kraal is the party 
who has current influence in the area. 
If a SWAPO representative speaks, the 
tribesman will appear to be an ardent 
SWAPO supporter and vice-versa when 
we appear. The natives volunteer infor¬ 
mation like children. If they feel safe, 
they are just as likely to provide us with 
intelligence as they are to SWAPO. If 
we follow spoor into a kraal and there 
is a terrorist presence, the people will 
say they have been asleep and have seen 
nothing.” 

Another factor affecting the situation 
is the “strongman concept” amongst 
the tribes. They are far more impressed 
with “strength” than they are political 
ideologies. For instance, after South 




Above left: As in forward operational bases 
in most combat zones, “field expedient” 
devices help provide minimum of creature 
comforts. Here, S.W, African troopers use 
shower made out of surplus pipes and faucets. 

Above right: This towed cook stove has suf¬ 
ficient burners and ovens to prepare food for 
250 men. It accompanies troops to semi¬ 
permanent bases. 


Left: This water tower constructed out of 
corrugated iron provides gravity flow water for 
outside shower. Hot water device, to right of 
water tower, is constructed out of 55-gallon 
drums. 

Right: Author examines field-expedient wash¬ 
ing machine. Steel 30-gal. drum has been 
placed on frame. Clothes, water, and soap are 
inserted; top locked in place. Power to turn 
handle is provided by whoever owns clothes. 
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African forces struck SWAPO bases in 
Angola on 31 May 1978, the “Jungle 
Telegraph” quickly passed the word 
throughout the tribes. For almost two 
months, the tribesmen were far more 
cooperative and friendly to the South 
African forces and provided a great deal 
more intelligence than normal. 

POPULATION AND RESOURCES 
CONTROL 

As in any insurgency situation, 
countermeasures, to be effective, must 
be tailored to the particular culture 
threatened by the insurgents. A case 
in point is the concept of “Protected 
Villages” as they are known in Rhodesia 
or “Strategic Hamlets” as they were 
known in Vietnam. 

The South African authorities con¬ 
sidered this option but decided that due 
to the Ovambo tribal culture and tradi¬ 
tions, such a program would cause more 
trouble than it would be worth; that the 
hostility such a program would engender 
would outweigh the benefits of separat¬ 
ing the bulk of the tribesmen from the 
terrorists. 

“We try to separate the terrorists 
from the local population,” commented 
a South African Army colonel, “but it 
is extremely difficult as the terrorists 
are members of the same tribe and often 
have family in the kraals they enter. 
The terrorists wear civilian clothes un¬ 
derneath their camouflage uniforms and 


Author discusses future of South West Africa 
with Ovambo Minister of Education Peter 
Colin Kalangula at brigade base camp in South 
West Africa. SWAPO terrorists have members 
of Ovambo government and tribal authorities 
on their hit list. 


simply strip them off and blend in with 
the populace when necessary.” 

SAFE AREAS 

As has been the case in past counter¬ 
insurgent programs, the individual 
South African soldier feels he could be 
more effective if the South African 
forces could follow one of the cardinal 
principles of counter-insurgency—strike 
the enemy in his base camps or safe 
areas. 

“We can’t do it as regularly as we 
would like,” pointed out one South 
African officer who had spent two years 
in the operational area, “due to the 
political and international situation. You 
saw what happened when we went in 
and hit the SWAPO bases in Angola.” 
Shades of Vietnam! 

S.A. ARMOR 

The South Africans, like the Rho¬ 
desians, have developed a number of 
unique, mine-proofed wheeled armored 
vehicles that operate effectively in the 
flat, sandy, bush-covered terrain. 


One of the most impressive of this 
generation of infantry fighting vehicles 
is the “Ratel,” named after a South 
African mammal similar to our badger. 
Development of the Ratel began three 
years ago and the first one rolled off the 
production line only a year later. It 
appears there is a lesson here that could 
be learned by foot-dragging boondog¬ 
gles in our own U.S. Army procurement 
system, who are still diddling around 
(and have been for several years) trying 
to develop and manufacture a replace¬ 
ment for the now obsolescent M-113 
armored personnel carrier. 

The Ratel carries a 20mm main gun 
(type is classified) and a 7.62mm coaxally 
mounted machine gun; weighs 3500 
pounds and has a maximum speed of 
65 mph. Range, type of suspension, 
armor and engine are classified. It carries 
a crew of 10. The crew commander is 
also the driver, operates the 20mm gun, 
and leads the crew when they dismount. 
According to the 1978 edition of Defense 
and Foreign Affairs Handbook , the 
South Africans have 500 Ratels available. 

The South Africans have a number of 
more recently developed armored troop 
carriers in their inventory in South West 
Africa, which are operational though 
also classified. These armored troop 
carriers have been specifically designed 
to provide protection from the most 
powerful of Russian-made landmines. 

Continued on page 68 
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• This Time On Film 

The Wild Geese Fly Again 

by A1 JVznter 


It’s taken the second Katangese in¬ 
vasion of Zaire (formerly the old Congo 
Republic) to rekindle memories about an 
episode in the middle-60s, when a band 
of white mercenaries Under the legendary 
Col. Mike Hoare battled rebel Simba 
forces on their own ground and won. 

Hoare’s 5 Commando gained kudos 
on several fronts. We now also know that 
the mere operation was partially CIA 
financed, supported and directed. Unlike 
the abortive Angola debacle of a few 
years ago it was successful. 

It was during this Congo operation 
which had its share of ups and several 
dismal downs that an unmarked plane— 
known to contain dead and dying meres— 
landed in Rhodesia in the middle of the 
night. At the time—and this little inci¬ 
dent is not fiction—there were numerous 
mysterious telephone calls from the 
Kariba control tower to unlisted num¬ 
bers; a few paragraphs in the morning 
papers noting the activity at the airfield 
late at night and then—complete silence 
thereafter on the incident. 

The perfect ingredients for a novel. 
From these facts Daniel Carney, author of 
the book The Wild Geese has woven the 
most exciting story about mercenaries 
to come out of Africa. 



Above: Old mere “war horse” colonel Mike 
Hoare of Congo 5 Commando fame was 
technical and military advisor on set of Wild 
Geese. 


Below: Jack (Ronald Frazer) and Rafer (Rich¬ 
ard Harris) run with other meres for safety of 
Dakota airplane, near climax of movie. 


In 1968 a Dakota aircraft—which is 
still in Rhodesia today —did land at 
Kariba under mysterious circumstances. 
Carney believes that the precious cargo 
carried by the plane was the former 
Katangese leader Moise Tshombe. 

The Wild Geese is not just an ordinary 
adventure story, Carney’s characters are 
real people who did exist; he polishes 
each individual like a piece of old silver 
until they glow with life. Carney’s des¬ 
criptions—more than adequately brought 
to life on film—are totally believable; 
his descriptions of jungle training in 
Mozambique, a paratroop raid, and the 
mercenaries’ subsequent betrayal are 
enthralling and accurate. 

It’s not altogether surprising that the 
emotions of men under fire are grip- 
pingly described. Daniel Carney himself 
lives and works in Rhodesia where he is 
at present writing a new novel, while 
serving with Rhodesian security forces 
for six weeks out of every 12. 

He knows only too well the agonies of 
guerrilla warfare and the loneliness of 
keeping night watch in the bush country 
around Kariba. This is tough stuff. 

The Wild Geese is the first motion 
picture to present an authentic, explosive 
no-punches-pulled portrayal of modern 
mere soldiers; their recruitment, train- 
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ing, comradeship, and way of life. It 
includes glimpses of their terrors and 
their triumphs, their sweat and sorrows, 
their living and their dying, as well as 
the kind of cameraderie that goes with 
the personality of these dogs of war. 

The story tells of a band of 50 steel- 
hard meres who undertake a terrifying 
mission in which they go into dangerous, 
sweltering Central Africa—very much 
like the old Congo—to rescue and bring 
out a deposed and imprisoned black 
President. Tshombe and CIA overtones 
are manifest. 

The Wild Geese is as topical and as 
dramatic as yesterday’s newspapers’ 
headlines. It is probably the biggest and 
most star-studded (and most expensive) 
British action picture since the days of 
Lawrence of Arabia and The Guns of 
Navarone. 


Below: Enemy plane napalms one of trucks 
commandeered by meres in their attempt to 
reach safety after being doublecrossed by their 
employer. SOF staffers previewed The Wild 
Geese in Jo’burg. Will have to see it second 
time to count how many get greased. 



Above: On location with Wild Geese in Africa 
—Enemy Simba troops rush over dead body of 
Rafer (Richard Harris) in pursuit of escaping 
Dakota aircraft. 

Left: Cameras roll on set of Wild Geese, as 
meres defend themselves against attacking 
Simbas. 

The cast is as remarkable. It includes 
Richard Burton, Roger Moore, Richard 
Harris, and Hardy Kruger, who left his 
farm on the foothills of Mount Kiliman¬ 
jaro to travel to South Africa to make the 
film. 

Other notables include Frank Finlay, 
Kenneth Griffith, Stewart Granger, 
Ronald Fraser, Jack Watson and Ian 
Yule. 

It is interesting to note that Yule was 
one of Mike Hoare’s original meres in 
the Congo. He served with distinction in 
5 Commando and took part in several 
battles similar to those depicted in the 
film. 

In the film Richard Burton plays the 
role of Colonel Allen Faulkner, a tough, 
rugged, hard-living, hard-drinking 
soldier of fortune who loves to fight for 
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Col. Allen Faulkner, played by Richard Bur¬ 
ton, is CO of meres. In this scene he kills close 
friend who has been wounded and is about to 
be captured by pursuing enemy. Casting was 
well done. All actors are convincing in their 
parts. 


Below: Wild Geese mere unit on parade 
ground on location in Northern Transvaal, 
Republic of South Africa. British film producer 
Evan Lloyd considered several other black 
African nations but refused to pay necessary 
bribes for cooperation. 



Above: Richard Harris portrays Rafer Janders, 
iron-hand mere and brilliant tactician, who 
writes op order for mission and who here 
“buys the farm.” 


Right: German actor Hardy Krueger plays 
Peter Coetzee, South African policeman 
familiar with area in which action takes place. 
Here Krueger prepares to silently dispatch 
sentry with crossbow. 


Center right: Roger Moore, Richard Harris, 
Ian Yule, and Jack Watson in stolen jeep on 
way out of enemy territory. 



Above: Special effects are impressive visually 
but exaggerated from technical standpoint 
in several instances. Here enemy trooper flies 
into air with assistance of hidden trampoline. 


Right: John Kani cuts loose with his Uzi as 
meres attempt to evade pursuing enemy. 
Wild Geese is accurate—from weaponry to 
uniforms. 


Continued on page 75 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 








The Cavalry Rides Again... 

by Major L RMife" Williams 


At the end of 1975, L. H. “Mike" 
Williams, a former U.S. Army officer 
with the 10th Special Forces, 77th 
Special Forces Group , and 101st Air¬ 
borne, who had fought with Michael 
Hoare's meres in the Congo in the 1960s, 
returned to Africa, looking for that “one 
last war. “ After checking out Zaire and 
Zambia, Williams headed for Salisbury, 
Rhodesia, where at Army headquarters 
he accepted a commission as captain in 
the Rhodesian Army. 

His first duty was to command “un¬ 
usual troops" of colored and Asian 
soldiers, briefly at 3 Protection Company, 
Mt. Darwin, a small Rhodesian town 
northeast of Salisbury, and one month 
later, at 5 Protection Company. 5 Com¬ 
pany was responsible for guarding a 
vital rail link and bridge at Rutenga in 
the southeastern operational area. 

The railway line segment linking the 
Ingazi bridge with Rutenga is 80 kms long 
and runs through the middle of two 
Tribal Trust Lands, Matibi No. 1 on the 
northeast and Belingwe on the southwest 
directly across the railroad tracks. The 
latter TTL was a noncurfew area with 
total freedom of movement, while Matibi 
1, a curfew area, was a hotbed for terror¬ 
ists, who would zap trains as they passed, 
then simply run across the tracks and 
disappear. 

The countryside to be guarded was 
equally difficult. The railway snaked and 
twisted through cuts whose embank¬ 
ments rose almost vertically from either 
side of the tracks. Further south to 
Rutenga open areas stretched for 500 
to 600 meters broken by kopjes or hills 
of rock with heavy bush providing ex¬ 
cellent fields of fire, cover, and con¬ 
cealment. 

Williams believed that the answer to 
the problems of terrain was to combine 
mounted patrols by day with foot patrols 
at night, giving the infantry time during 
the day to rest, with those awake OPing 
the railroad tracks with binoculars. On 
his arrival at Rutenga, he went to Bob 
Van der Sande, a local rancher, for 
horses and tack and to the JOC Rutenga 
commander for permission to carry out 
his plans. Having received horses and 
tentative approval from headquarters, 
Williams set out to train his troops. 

As a second-class ride was better than 
a first-class walk, he had no problem 
getting volunteers. There were no formal 
classes in equitation. The drill was to 
bring out the horse, introduce the 


Part 2-Umtali 



“rider" to the horse and get him 
mounted, point the horse in the re¬ 
quired direction, urging the rider to 
hang on, and finally, if necessary , pick 
up the rider and take him to the medics. 
Casualties were surprisingly few, how¬ 
ever, after one trooper landed headfirst 
in a thorn bush. People stayed on. 

Williams next set up a field expedient 
range to condition the horses to auto¬ 
matic weapons and grenade fire and the 
troopers to firing while running the 
course. Firing was done at the walk, 
trot, and canter. They were also trained 
to execute standard infantry formations 
while mounted: echelon right, echelon 
left, line of skirmishers, etc. 

The remainder of instruction was on 
the job training. Williams found that, in 
addition to the tremendous increase in 
mobility, the horses were an added 
bonus since they terrified the Africans. 

His first headquarters was at Rutenga, 
the southern terminus of his area of 
responsibility, with platoon headquarters 
spaced at intervals between Rutenga and 
Ingezi, but Sarahuru, located roughly 
midway along the line segment with 
water, unloading facilities, grazing and 
a house for a C.P., proved better from a 
command and control standpoint. 


Suddenly the terrs came alive when 
two trains, northbound from Rutenga, 
passed through Sarahuru. The first got 
through: the second was derailed by 
Russian TNT detonated electrically. 
When Williams and his troops reached 
the scene, there was a lot of movement 
in a kraal on the Matibi side of the track. 
When Williams put up a flare, people 
started running into the bush. The pla¬ 
toon sergeant got his people in a line of 
skirmishers and began firing at the 
running figures as the troops swept 
through the kraal. This had been no 
spontaneous bugout but a planned 
evacuation. 

Three nights later, on 4 July 1976, the 
line was blown again in the same place. 
Williams and his men arrived at the 
scene at 2230 hours, where they were 
met by two guides. Horses would be 
brought up at first light for a follow-up: 
The troops started off on an approach 
march toward a kraal, which the guides 
had pointed out, about 300 meters away. 
The wedge formation moved into a line 
of skirmishers, and Williams took four 
men, leaving the platoon sergeant with 
the formation, and scouted out the 
nearest huts. After their return, an AK 
opened up from some food huts on the 
side of the hill. 

Putting up flares, Williams and his 
men began firing. Tracers were hitting 
the huts, ricocheting over the ridge line 
to the rear of the food huts, until the 
whole kraal was afire. The troops got up 
and assaulted, using marching fire. Two 
bodies and AK brass were found later 
near the food huts. 

At first light, choppers with fire force 
came in but were unable to track the 
terrs, since the locals had deliberately 
obliterated their traces by milling their 
cattle, whose hooves crushed all signs of 
terr boots. 

After this action there were no further 
terr operations against the railroad until 
four months later in November, by which 
time Williams had been transferred to 
6 Protection Company at Umtali. 

I received a signal from Hq. Protec¬ 
tion Companies to report to Cranbome. 
During his last visit to Sarahuru, the com¬ 
manding officer had stated he was going 
to transfer me, as the problem with the 
rail line had been contained for a while. 

When I reported to Cranbome, I was 
briefed and told that 6 Protection Com¬ 
pany based outside Umtali needed a tem¬ 
porary commanding officer. 


58 


SOLDI lilt or FOllTUNl!: 








The horses and 5 Company would have 
to get along without me for a while. 

The stay at 6 Company was a busy one, 
as its troops were scattered from hell to 
breakfast all over the place with various 
security commitments. I got to see a 
large chunk of Rhodesian real estate, 
however, but the only unit seeing any 
action, at the time, was a platoon near 
Mt. Selinda on the border with Mozam¬ 
bique. They were immediately across 
from Frelimo troops and were rotated 
about two or three times a week for a 
short period until the Freddies quieted 
down. 

During one of my trips to Mt. Selinda 
to check on the troops, I ran into Capt. 
Tony Stephens, O.C. of Grey’s Scouts. 
He invited me to a funeral which, at that 
time, was something of a novelty. Our 
kill ratio then was roughly 11 gqoks to 
one of our troops. This was to change! 

I agreed and went to services held for 
Trooper Castleman, a Grey’s Scout killed 
during a big contact in Gona-re-Zhou 
Game Reserve. The Grey’s had flushed a 
large group of terrs and recruits heading 
for Mozambique. The chase lasted all 
day and when the smoke had cleared 
somewhere around 47 terrs had been 
wasted. Trooper Castleman had been 
shot in the head by a terr hiding in tall 
grass. 

After the services were completed, an 
old fashioned Irish-style wake was held 
at the Chipinga Hotel. It lasted ’til 0300. 
Death in Rhodesia is a constant com¬ 
panion for combat troops but has, I 
think, a deeper impact because almost 
everyone has kin of some type serving 
in the bush. 

When I returned to Umtali, I was asked 
by the Brigade Commander if I could 
scout out an area near the border for him 
in reference to defensive installations. 
He wanted to know if the horses were 
capable of operating in particularly 
rugged terrain. I got on to 5 Company 
and requested Sergeant Major Richard¬ 
son to lead the horses on to a cattle car 
and get to Umtali ASAP. 

When the horses, Richardson, and the 
troops arrived in Umtali, the chances 
of moving them covertly were nil. The 
bush telegraph operates about as fast 
as its 20th Century counterpart. Unload¬ 
ing, saddling, and moving out took us 
through a portion of Umtali and the 
Houts went bananas. Women and chil¬ 
dren jumped up and ran pelting down the 
back alleys. Every gook in Mozambique 
probably knew we were there an hour 
after we saddled up. We kept the horses 
at the local fairgrounds where stables, 
fodder, and water were available. The 
next morning I reported to the Brigade 
Commander for briefing. When he had 
said “rugged terrain” he wasn’t exag¬ 
gerating. Security prevents any details 
of a tactical nature but the terrain chosen 
for the recon was damned near vertical 
and high. 


I had managed to get some Uzi SMGs 
while we were at Sarahuru and the pros¬ 
pect of climbing with them was a hellova 
lot better than trying to lug an FN or SLR 
with eight magazines up the side of a 
mountain. 

The Brigadier told his quartermaster 
to give me what I needed. Supplies in 
Rhodesia, of any kind, are carefully con¬ 
served, thanks to sanctions imposed by 
the UN who, in their wisdom (?) consider 
little Rhodesia “a threat to international 
peace.” At any rate, I got what we 
needed, mixing up ration packs to give 
us a tasty mixture of African and Euro¬ 
pean food. Against Sergeant Major 
Richardson’s advice I succeeded in get¬ 
ting us three additional mounts. Two 
little bay mares and a sorrel gelding gave 
us more muscle. I was later to regret not 
listening to S/M Richardson. 



Two Grey’s discuss a “Sit-Rep” at Enkomo 
Barracks near Salisbury before moving out to 
operational zones. Good intelligence and 
proper prior planning are two keys to their suc¬ 
cessful operations. 


By this time, the troops I had brought 
up from Sarahuru realized they were now 
out of the Protection Company role of 
glorified security guards and would have 
a better opportunity to engage in a 
strictly offensive type operation. Their 
morale was noticeably higher than it 
had been in Sarahuru. Relatively low 
morale there was a result of long periods 
of inactivity. 

After the action of 4 July 1976, the ter¬ 
rorists had left the area around Sarahuru 
and Ngungubane, pulling back south¬ 
wards toward Chikombedze, where they 
smashed in the door to an African school¬ 
teacher’s house, dragged him into the 
school playground and held him while 
students were marched into the square. 
Once assembled, they were forced to 
watch while the self-styled “Freedom 


Fighters” poured petrol over the teacher 
and threw a match on him. 

Following a day’s rest for the horses, 
we saddled up and moved out from Um¬ 
tali, heading for the “rugged terrain” 
we were assigned to reconnoiter. Climb¬ 
ing through scattered bush, the views 
from the mountains were really impres¬ 
sive. It was October and the air was clear 
and cold. Late that evening we rode into 
an artillery bivouac heavily dug in and 
camouflaged. 

At the appearance of the horses, the 
artillery men stopped their volleyball 
game and watched pop-eyed as we dis¬ 
mounted and started looking for a place 
to picket the animals for the night. The 
young lieutenant who was in command 
walked over and introduced himself. 

“Sir, if we have to fire, what will the 
horses do? Have they spent any time 
around artillery before?” he asked, 
eyeing Bossikopf, my big stallion, 
nervously. 

I looked at the guns, their long barrels 
pointing toward Frelimo positions. “In 
answer to your question, lieutenant, the 
horses will do precisely what you think 
they are going to do, and no, they haven’t 
spent any time around artillery before.” I 
lit a cigar and looked at Bossikopf who 
was looking at the guns. “Furthermore, 
when you fire, they will spend about Vi a 
second before they vacate the premise^.” 
I pointed toward a thick clump of trees 
some one hundred meters to the rear 
of the gun positions. “How about that 
area?” I asked. 

“Yes, sir, that’s fine.” He watched 
while S/M Richardson led the horses into 
the trees and then invited me over to the 
bunker where he broke out a cold Lion 
ale. 

Among the horses we had was a 10- 
year-old buckskin gelding named, appro¬ 
priately, Fruitcake. A gift from a Salis¬ 
bury riding school. Fruitcake had quite 
a “combat” record. In my first encounter 
with him, I had enlisted the aid of a 
Grey’s Scout’s farrier to shoe Fruitcake 
before we took him to Sarahuru. It took 
us three hours to put four shoes on {he 
crazy bastard. During the melee, I was 
kicked, the farrier bitten, two African 
stable boys kicked, one African stable 
boy hospitalized with a ruptured kidney 
as a result of Fruitcake’s final parting 
shot with his two new rear shoes. In Sara¬ 
huru, Fruitcake announced his arrival 
by running head-on into a thorn bush, 
putting his rider in the hospital. 

I was fervently hoping that the first 
burst of RPD fire I was sure we were 
going to get would turn this horse into 
lion bait. 

A word here to the horse lovers among 
you. I have been around these animals, 
intermittently, most of my life. They 
will do things no self-respecting mule 
could think of doing. Regardless of the 
relative stability of their temperament, 
they are hard animals. One crazy horse 
can, and will, set off a docile group into 
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a wild stampede like a bunch of spotted- 
ass apes. 1 have been bitten, kicked, 
stamped, and hit in the face with the top 
of one’s hammer head. To the outraged 
equestrian enthusiast who decries these 
harsh words and happily canters in horse 
shows, immaculately garbed, once a 
week, let me point out this—having a love 
affair with a pampered jumper and riding 
a cfranky, spooky bush pony day in and 
day out are two completely different 
things* 

The Sunday rider doesn’t live with his 
animal round the clock. He doesn’t ride 
through and over terrain a billy goat 
would balk at, knowing that the first 
burst of automatic fire may result in 
his mount bolting, making it momen¬ 
tarily impossible to return fire, and turn¬ 
ing the rider into a choice target. I do 
not believe in mistreatitig horses. 1 do 
believe in utilizing them militarily to their 
fullest capability. They are, as is a T-10 
parachute, a means of transport that is 
designed to get a soldier from Point A to 
Point B with the specific purpose of kill¬ 
ing the enemy on arrival. 

Fruitcake was duly picketed to a sturdy 
log formed by the dead tturik of a small 
tree. S/Major Richardson and I unrolled 
our sleeping bags and tried to get some 
sleep, fully realizing that come tomorrow 
things could get very unpleasant indeed. 

At 0400 all hell broke loose. Bossikopf 
bit and kicked Fruitcake, who reacted by 
rearing and pulling the stump out of the 
ground. Whirling, he ran several steps 
to escape the. Stallion’s teeth. The log, 
trailing from the picket rope jabbed him 
suddenly in the ass. The stampede was 
on. The two little mares started whinny¬ 
ing in fear at the apparition pounding 
down the road past them. Bossikopf, 
thinking Fruitcake was trying to mount 
his harem, started kicking, putting dents 
in the door of a vehicle parked behind 
him. 

Outside the artillery perimeter there 
werd trip flares and anti-personnel 
mines. As S/Maj. Richatdson and I 
staggered out of our sleeping bags, Fruit¬ 
cake’s log set off a flare and the gelding 
turned and came galloping back up the 
road that led into the camp. Richardson 
grabbed the picket rope when the log 
wedged itself between two trees, halting 
the wild dash. 


Needless to say, the camp was in a 
Stand-To condition as a result of the 
chaos. The MAG gunner saved the day 
by exercising rare fire discipline and not 
hosing the sector Fruitcake’s flare had 
illuminated. 

At first light, under the baleful glares 
of the artillery men, a sheepish formation 
of horse cavalry trotted out of the camp. 
We felt we’d have a better chance with 
Frelimo than with the bleary-eyed sur¬ 
vivors of “Fruitcake’s Last Charge.” 

As I trotted Bossikopf past the lieu¬ 
tenant, the Rhodesian looked up and 
begged, “Sir if you’re coming back this 
way, could you give us a miss and keep 
going?” Bossikopf answered his plea 
with an ignominious fart. I booted him 
into a canter. 

The trail we were following narrowed 
and the bush became progressively 
thicker. I halted the column and sent two 
of our people ahead on foot, giving their 
horses to the last rider in the formation. 
I had deliberately put the two mares at 
the rear of the column, leading out with 
Bossikopf, to try and keep him upwind 
and away from them. So far, he had 
behaved himself very well with no has¬ 
sles* 

The objective area towered over us 
and I studied it carefully through the 
binos. No sign of life. That didn’t mean 
there wasn’t any. I didn’t see any sun¬ 
light reflecting off AK barrels ... yet. 

We kept climbing. The horses were 
now being led, as the ground underfoot 
had turned into an intermittent series 
Of roots that could cause an animal 
to fall and break a leg. 

“Sergeant Major, how are you keep¬ 
ing?” I looked carefully at Richardson. 
He was 60 if he was a day. White hair, 
now soaked with sweat. His face had a 
pasty sheen to it and his camo shirt was 
soaked. 

“Fine, sir.” No hint of strain, but I 
knew he was hurting. 


“Prepare to Mount!’* Patrols vary from one 
to six days with patrol members carrying all 
their own gear plus feed for their horses. The 
Grey’s can follow tracks for hours yet still go 
into action fresh with speed and surprise on 
their side. 


“Alamo one, this is two.” It was the 
scout detail ahead. I pressed the handset 
on the A-76. 

“Two, this is Alamo One, go.” 

“No sign of tracers but we heard 
voices just now.” 

“Roger, keep me advised, out.” 

We moved slowly now, conscious of 
the stillness in the trees. No birds, no 
sounds. 

I stopped at the edge of the treeline. 
Ahead, perhaps 50 meters, the ground 
started a sharp drop steepening into a 
ravine some 300 feet in depth, the far 
side climbing toward the objective area 
itself. 

Corporal Mu hammed, the scout detail 
NCO, crawled back to me, face mottled 
where sweat had stained the patches 
of dirt. “Sir, we heard voices but no 
sign of Freddies.” 

“O.K., we’ll wait awhile. They might 
be doing the same thing we are.” 

We waited and listened. Nothing. 

I motioned Richardson forward and we 
both looked up, up, then up some more. 

“Major, you’re not thinking of climb¬ 
ing that, by any chance.” The Sergeant- 
Major looked at me, the horses, then the 
peak. 

“Not with the horses, but we didn’t 
come this far to turn around and go back 
without a look.” I didn’t feel as confident 
as I might have sounded. We had. no 
climbing equipment of any kind, although 
this didn’t call for pitons, carabiners, 
and rock hammers. Looking at the peak 
looming over us, I thought back to Fort 
Carson, Colorado, and the Mountain and 
Cold Weather Training Command. To¬ 
gether with other people from the 77th 
Special Forces Gp, I’d spent a year af 
Carson and Camp Hale. Skiing in the 
winter, climbing in the summer. I’d dis¬ 
covered something at Fort Carson. I 
hated rock climbing. 

Parachuting never bothered me but 
the graduation party climb in Cheyenne 
Canyon, Colorado Springs, left me 
drenched in sweat. The instructors got 
a big laugh, but to most of us a 300 foot 
climb on an exposed face took all we had! 

This was going to be one heil of a lot 
higher than any 300 feet. One consolation 
was that this was earth, with large rock 
formations toward the top. 



60 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 




I took the two scouts and Richardson. 
The remainder of the stick was left with 
the horses under the command of Sgt. 
Khalid to cover our flanks and rear. 
Once we got on that damned mountain, 
those horses weren’t going to do us any 
good. 

We started up. Pop Sorenson, a Nor¬ 
wegian ski instructor at Camp Hale, 
would say, “In the mountains, you go as 
slow as you can, then go a little bit 
slower.’’ Starting a traverse across the 
face of the mountain’s base and looking 
up, I didn’t need to force myself to adjust 
to his advice. 

After the first 400 feet, the trees start¬ 
ed to thin out and the slope began to 
steepen. Already it was difficult to avoid 
using hands to assist the ascent. I wanted 
to keep the ridge line between us and the 
direction the scouts had heard the voices 
earlier. 

“Alamo one . . . this is Alamo three. 
Radio check, over.” At this height comms 
should prove no problem. 

I leaned back against a rock and 
answered. “Alamo three, this is One. Got 
your fives, how me?” 

“Alamo One. Three. Fives.” Sgt. 
Khalid’s radio worked fine. 

“Alamo Two, Alamo One—do you 
read?” Cpl. Grey, the lead scout, was 
several hundred feet above and to my 
right, searching the far side of the ridge 
for movement. 

The angle of the mountain’s rough 
slope had now increased to the point I 


Hurry up and wait: It’s the same In every 
army. Mounted infantry, the Grey’s prepare 
carefully before each patrol. This stick awaits 
transport to operational zone for themselves 
and mounts. 


was using my hands continually to climb. 
The distance we were covering, in long 
traverses, kept getting smaller. Under¬ 
foot, the grass had become wet and slip¬ 
pery from the mist. Above a large for¬ 
mation of boulders, was the summit. 
Lying behind one of them, SMG pointing 
downwards, was Cpl. Grey. 

“Alamo Two, Alamo One—have you 
got Charles Tangos?” Grey turned to me, 
held up five fingers and then pointed 
downslope. When I reached him, and 
crawled to his left to see below, I noticed 
several cigarette butts lying in the dirt 
next to a nearby boulder. Far below us, 
out of SMG range, five green-clad fig¬ 
ures walked single-file into the trees. 

Sunlight glinted from AK barrels. They 
were now out of Rhodesia and back in 
Mozambique. I reported the presence 
back to relay for further transmission to 
Brigade. 

Regulations governing cross-border 
firing on enemy troops are very strict. 
The Rhodesian government is scrupu¬ 
lously correct in observing them and un¬ 
less provocation is involved, or hot pur¬ 
suit is necessary, no firing is allowed. 

The next time the CTs decided to have 
a smoke in Rhodesia, there would be a 


welcoming committee waiting for them. 

As any mountaineer will tell you, going 
down is harder than going up. It was for 
us. Half way down, we stopped and 
S/Major Richardson pointed out a tree 
to us. During the ascent, he’d started 
to pass out and had tied himself to the 
tree to keep from falling to his death. I 
felt like he looked, and the two of us 
started down. Pop Sorenson would have 
approved of our pace. 

Ants passed us at lightning speed. 
When we reached the bottom, time was 
running out, and I wanted to reach the 
faint cut-line marking the direction back 
to the artillery. 

From the summit, through the binos, 
I’d selected an alternate route of return. 
We didn’t need any ambushes from 
taking the same trail back we’d used 
outbound. 

I got the artillery channel and gave 
them our ETA, requesting a guide to 
meet us and escort the formation around 
the flares and AP mines. 

Horses and men were tired. I changed 
scouts going back, putting Sgt. Khalid’s 
people on point and flank. 

“Alamo One, this is Three.” I stopped 
Bassikopf. The small radio weighed three 
times as much going back. 

“Roger, Three, this is One—Go.” 

“One, this is Three—Come on in.” 
Apparently, all was forgiven and the ar¬ 
tillery lieutenant served us a hot meal 
before we bedded down for the night. 
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The horses were so tired, there wasn’t 
a peep out of them. 

The next morning we started back to 
Umtali. We’d established one thing; 
horses can negotiate damned near any 
type of terrain within reason, but most 
important of all, they can deliver com¬ 
bat troops to an objective fresh and ready 
to fight. This, over ground that would 
seriously tire infantry. Rather than move 
the troop through Umtali’s downtown 
area, startle the locals, and fertilize the 
streets, I dismounted and handed Bossi- 
kopf s reins to S/Major Richardson. 

“Take ’em back to the bivouac, Ser¬ 
geant-Major.” His face was dust-covered 
but full of pride. At 60 he was doing a 
young man’s job. 

Before he rode off, he grinned. “Sir, 
if you don’t mind my saying this, I think 
you’re quite mad. We follow you, so that 
makes us as bonkers as well.” I couldn’t 
help but agree with him. “You know what 
the people at Brigade call us, don’t you?” 
he said, gathering up his reins. 

“No, what?” 

“Mad Mike and the galloping goffles,” 
They clattered away, scattering pican- 
nins, 

I hitched a ride to Brigade Headquar¬ 
ters and reported to the commander. 
He’d been informed of the incidents 
occuring during the patrol. 


For today's Rhodesian farrier, as with his 
counterpart of the old wild west, it is still a 
tough, dirty job. No glory theirs, just the per¬ 
sonal satisfaction of a job well done. 


“Mike, I’m sending you to Rusape. 
There’s a sub-JOC there and I need a 
Deputy Commander/’ 

“Yes, sir. What about the horses?” 
I asked, sure we were going to be dis¬ 
banded. 

“Take them with you. This sub-JOC 
will be able to use them,” 

Over dinner that night, I briefed 
Richardson and told him to get the horses 
ready for the fail movement from Umtali 
to Rusape some 93 kms to the northwest, 
on the Salisbury road. 

Rusape is a small farming community 
with a good airstrip, a BASN Headquar¬ 
ters, and a hotel that served a huge meal 
of beef curry for 60 cents Rhodesian, 
about a dollar U.S. It’s on the main road 
to Salisbury and traffic is pretty brisk 
during the day but thins out somewhat 
at night. 

This was December 1976 and the BSAP 
was, to all intents and purposes, run¬ 
ning the “war.” The Rhodesian govern¬ 
ment had not then, nor since, declared 
war against either Zambia, Mozambique 
or Botswana, although terrorists were 


being organized, trained and equipped 
in the first two countries and harbored 
and protected in the last. 

Zambia had declared war against 
Rhodesia, Mozambique had closed her 
border, and Botswana couldn’t make up 
their collective “minds” as to what to 
do, although in January 1978, a South 
African soldier in uniform, enroute to 
join the Rhodesian Army after his re¬ 
lease from SADF, was hauled off the train 
in Francistown, beaten by a mob, and 
thrown into jail. His crime? Passing 
through Botswana in a South African 
Army uniform. Some threat to Botswana! 

So at the time of my arrival in Rusape, 
the Joint Operations Center, comprised 
of several elements of the Rhodesian 
security forces, was being rqn by the 
fuzz. Under Rhodesian law, at that time, 
terrorists, those who fed them, and any¬ 
one aiding and abetting them were sub¬ 
ject to punishment in the courts. Hang¬ 
ing was common for terrs captured in 
a contact and lengthy prison terms 
meted out to others. This bizarre system 
of fighting a brutal counter-insurgency 
war was to change later, in 1977, when 
the army took over. 

The JOC Army representative was a 
Major Johnson (some names have been 
purposely changed here). An excellent 
soldier and a long time professional. 
He performed a tight-rope act with the 
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fuzz, Internal Affairs and a half-a-dozen 
other agency representatives, all trying 
to fight the war in their own fashion. 

I spent a month at Rusape and on 
Christmas Day moved out with S/Major 
Richardson and the same troops I’d had 
at Umtali. 

Once again, farmers in the area con¬ 
tributed horses, tack, and assistance of 
all kinds. The spirit of these people is 
fantastic. 

Prior to deploying from Rusape to 
Weya TTL, there had been a massacre 
of laborers and their families at the 
Tea Estates in Katiyo, Eastern High¬ 
lands. Major Pearson wanted us to go up 
and “show the flag.” I convinced him 
that deploying the horses to that specific 
area would be a tactical mistake due to 
some specific terrain problems. Not im¬ 
possible, but most probably non-product¬ 
ive. It wouldn’t have exploited the com¬ 
bat capability of the unit. Good com¬ 
mander that he was, the major accepted 
my recommendation and sent us off to 
Weya TTL, north of the little town of 
Macheke. 

I received an excellent briefing from 
the police at Macheke. Terrain in Weya 
was really good horse country. Rolling 
hills, plenty of water, good grazing, and 
an active bunch of terrs who thought 
nothing of holding a fire power demon¬ 
stration for the locals at high noon using 
AKs, RPDs, and RPG7s. 

I’ve played strong hunches most of 
my life. Usually they were correct. Oddly 
enough, from the first moment I knew 
we were going to Weya, I felt like I 
was carrying an ice cube in my stomach. 
Brushing aside the feeling didn’t work 
and by the time we were loading the 
horses for the move, I knew something 
was going to happen to me. 

Reconnaissance into the area provided 
us an abandoned farmhouse to use as a 
CP. A short distance away there was 
a large dam that solved the water prob¬ 
lem. 

Some six ks down the road to our south 
lay Royal Visit Ranch. The Van Aard 
family had been attacked by terrs who’d 
climbed over the security fence surround¬ 
ing the Royal Visit house and raked 
the building with automatic fire. 

One hout had climbed the tree nearest 
the house and fired into one of the bed¬ 
room windows. Fortunately, for the Van 
Aards, no one was in the room. 

After setting up the CP, comms and 
security, I got the people together and 
gave them maps of the area to study. In 
the event of an ambush I didn’t want 
individuals wandering in circles not 
knowing which direction home was. 

This would be a different situation 
than Sarahuru. We were the only troops 
in the area and couldn’t expect any back 
up unless we ran into something really 
big. I’d planned to initiate patrols and 
sweeps through suspect areas, pushing 
hard and covering as much ground as 
possible, I felt if we slowed and concen¬ 


trated on any one area, we would be hit 
when we moved away. 

In the briefing I’d had, St. Benedict’s 
Mission was covered in detail. In the 
preceding year, the Mission had fur¬ 
nished over 350 recruits to Robert 
Mugabe’s group. Moving into St. Bene¬ 
dict’s for a chat with the priest would 
be tantamount to calling Mugabe and 
telling him we’d arrived. 

We started patrolling. The borders 
of Weya TTL were contiguous with 
European farmlands, and although the 
Africans in the Weya could cross over 
into the farming area, the farmers were 
forbidden to go into the TTL. This sit¬ 
uation was perfect for cattle rustling. Add 
an African butcher who was a terr sym- 


/ 



pathizer and the ranchers were going 
broke, losing valuable stock daily to 
thieves, who were driving the cattle into 
the Weya where they were butchered, 
the meat given to the terrs. 

For two weeks, we combed the Weya, 
searching kraals, interrogating locals, 
and trying to work a little “hearts and 
minds’’ program with the Africans. The 
medic riding with us treated the chil¬ 
dren for coughs, eye infections, what¬ 
ever. I tried to give candy to the herd 
boys but they refused, turning their 
backs on us. 

Weya was almost totally subverted 
and the hostility of the locals was intense. 

On the morning of January 4, 1977, 
we rode into St. Benedict’s Mission. 
Our patrols and ambushes had turned 
up nothing. The only positive result was 


the fact that the Africans were now rigid¬ 
ly observing the curfew. Before our 
arrival they had come and gone as they 
pleased. 

I led the troop into St. Benedict’s from 
the rear of the compound past empty 
buildings. African nuns in robes stared 
at us as we passed. There was no friend¬ 
liness here. 

“Where is the Father?” I asked one 
nun. She pointed to the red brick build¬ 
ing next to the chapel. Dismounting, I 
left my horse with one of the troops. 

The priest was talking with a nun and 
motioned me to sit down while he fin¬ 
ished. The talk Over, he ushered her out 
and introduced himself. Before the con¬ 
versation had progressed any further 
he broke out a bottle of Bushmills. 
“Would you stay for lunch, Major? 

The condemned man ate a hearty meai, 
I thought. “Sure, let me attend to my 
troops,” I went outside and made sure 
Sgt. White kept his eyes open. I sent him 
to the kitchen to watch the African cook 
prepare the meal. 

The conversation during lunch touched 
on everything but the war. Nothing was 
ventured about terrorist recruiting but 
the air was very tense. After lunch I 
moved the troop north away from the 
Mission. We rode for two hours, then 
using the terrain as cover from the Mis¬ 
sion, swung in a wide circle bearing 
southeast towards a trail that ran be¬ 
tween the Mission and a clinic. 

It looked like a good ambush site to 
intercept movement from the Mission 
recruits to the clinic at night. At the foot 
of a draw we stopped to water the horses. 
Rossikopf was acting spooky and had I 
not been so tired, I would have realized 
what he was reacting to. Mounting, I 
led the column up the far side of the 
draw. The moon was coming out and I 
wanted to be in an ambush position 
quickly. 

The shots sounded like they were five 
feet behind me. A burst of fire then a 
long burst of RPD. The horses bolted, 
Bossikopf’s head jerking to the left. 
When I pushed with my right boot to turn 
and fire there was no stirrup leather and 
off I went, the stallion shying to the left 
when he was hit. 

I hit the ground, landing on my right 
side, with two FN magazines crunching 
into my ribs. 

The troops behind me had scattered 
and started returning fire, I counted 
muzzle flashes from five terr weapons. 
Another long burst from the RPD, rounds 
snapping overhead. I could see two fig¬ 
ures run into a kraal on the other side of 
a plowed field to my left. Dogs started 
barking and I could follow their move¬ 
ments from the noise. 

Sgt. White had gathered our people 
in a scattered clump of rocks, giving me 
covering fire as I crawled over to them. 

The moon was bright enough to read 
a newspaper. “Sir, nobody’s down but 
Continued on page 70 
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1978 

Second Chance Pistol Shoot 

ky Chxk Trykr 


As could be expected, the 1978 Second 
Chance Annual Shoot was an interesting 
mixture of marksmanship, good food and 
company, and the traditional comaraderie 
of shooters found at any large competi¬ 
tion. 

Also, as could be expected, the host of 
the affair, Richard Davis, president of 
Second Chance, Inc,, was his usual cop- 
genial, absolutely terrific self! It has never 
ceased to amaze me how this man, par¬ 
ticularly after shooting himself over 100 
times in Second Chance bullet-proof 
vest demonstrations, can maintain a 
sense of humor of such a high magnitude. 
But he unquestionably does, and this 
fact is probably the reason why the 
Annual Shoot draws people from all over 
the United States. 

Although the main event consisted of 
the usual bowling pin stage wherein the 



Practice makes money! Here 1st place winner 
Wayne Umberger receives Magnaport trophy 
and check for $1000.00 from Larry Kelley, 
President of Magnaport, Inc. 


shooter must clear the table of five pins 
at 25 feet in the shortest possible elapsed 
time, other events demonstrated that 
th$y, too; had great popularity. John 
Farnum, of Defense Training, Inc., 
hosted the 2-Gun shoot, in which two 
S&W M60 revolvers are used, simultane¬ 
ously by the shooter at seven yards. This 
particular event, although not really 
practical from a combat logic standpoint, 
proved to be quite entertaining and drew 
a very large number of shooters. Oh 
yeah, I forgot to mention—you've got to 
empty both guns into the target in 2.5 
seconds! If you think this is easy, 1 urge 
you to try it sometime! 

The two-man team event proved to be 
particularly popular this year, and I per¬ 
sonally feel that it may well overshadow 
the five-pin individual event in the near 
future. Big money was offered as the $10 



Left: 265 contestants competed for honors in 
5-pin individual event. Not as easy as ft 
looks, shooter must clear table of 5 pins at 
25 feet in shortest possible time. 

Below left: 2-gun event was spectacular, if 
not particularly relevant. Here, contestant 
tries his hand at putting 10 shots in 2 V 2 
seconds into ATS silhouette target with two 
S&W M60 “Chief’s Special” .38s. 

Below: Innovative inventions and designs were 
in profusion at shoot. Here John Toppenberg 
of “Gun Week” magazine models Remington 
Ml 100 riot shotgun with laser sighting system, 
produced by Accuracy Systems, Inc.,, of 
Tempe, AZ. 
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SECOND CHANCE 
1979 

COMBAT SHOOT 

Date: 6-10 June 1979 
Place: Second Chance Range, Central 
Lake, MI 

Entry 

Fee: $60 for Police Officers, prepaid 

$80 for all others, prepaid 
$100 for anyone post entry 
Roles: Weight of revolvers limited to 
4 lbs, 2oz. 

Heavy slides on autos allowed 
but no extended sights or added 
weights. 

Prizes: 20 Ruger Mini-14s 

20 Mossberg Riot shotguns, 
12 ga. 

10 guns from Richard Davis 5 
personal collection 


SECOND CHANCE 
1978 

COMBAT SHOOT 
Main Event 


5-Pin Match (5 Strings of 5 Pins Each) 


NAME 

1. W.Umberger 

2. J. Robbins 

3. B. Wilson 

4. M.Ayoob 

5. J. Shaw 

6. D. Early 

7. A. Billings 

8. C. Taylor 

9. N. Sieloff 

10. D. Sundemeyer 


CITY/STATE TIME 

Memphis, TN 33.5 

Freeport, FL 33.7 

Berryville, AR 34.2 

Concord, NH 35.8 

Memphis, TN 36.2 

Pleasant 36.5 

Gap, PA 

Pax River, MD 37.6 

Boulder, CO 38.1 

Detroit, MI 38.1 

Detroit, MI 38.7 


Two-Gun Event 

(10 Shots, 2 Vi Seconds 
2 S&W M60 2" bbl, .38 Spls) 

NAME SCORE 

1. W. Umberger 20-1X 

2. R. Higbee 20-0X 

•3. Jerry Duran 18-2X 

4. J.Blackard 18-2X 

5. Hank Snows 17-4X 


Unlimited Event 
(8 Pins, 25 Ft.) 


NAME 

TIME 

1. Blackard 

4.1 

2. Patterson 

4.5 

3. Jay 

5.0 

4. Shaw 

5.0 

5. Sharp 

5.0 



Automatic weapons demonstrations were popular with spectators. Here SOF auto-arms editor 
Chuck Taylor goes to work on pins with cal. .45 Thompson SMG. 


entry fees began piling up. The winners 
of the event took home 40 percent of the 
pot, which came to $1,352.00! The two- 
man event consists of two shooters clear¬ 
ing a table of eight pins in the shortest 
possible time. The winning time was 3.7 
seconds. 

Another event which proved to be of 
interest to all was the Unlimited, mean¬ 
ing exactly what it says. The shooter may 
use anything he wishes! (There is a 10- 
second penalty for destroying the table!) 
In reality, the Unlimited, as it now 
stands, is ideally suited for the long- 
barrelled shotgun rather than the SMG 
or semi-auto carbine. Fd like to see this 
one moved out to perhaps 50 feet to give 
it more versatility and present a more 
diverse challenge. 

As is typical with any big event, inno¬ 
vative products and modifications were 
in profusion and were most interesting. It 
is worth mentioning, however, that the 
top eight places were taken by con¬ 
testants using conventional .45 auto’s. 
So, refinement and complication do not 
guarantee success! 

To me, the highlight of the entire shoot 
was a side event conceived and operated 
by John Farnum, of Defense Training, 
Inc., utilizing the Duelatron computer 
target system. John came up with a 
dandy of a “combat logic” problem that 
tested the shooter to extreme limits 
in the areas not only of marksmanship, 
but judgment and speed as well. 

The course consisted of the shooter 
running about 50 yards to get his metab¬ 
olism * ‘going,” as John put it, then enter¬ 
ing the course of fire at a dead run with 
his weapon loaded and holstered. As the 
contestant approached the first situation, 


a silhouette popped from behind a barri¬ 
cade and was exposed for one second, 
which, obviously, necessitated the 
shooter’s firing from the dead run. The 
contestant then had to move around the 
barricade and move, again, at a run, 
up a trail into the woods, weapon held 
at the ready. 

In the woods were four targets, which 
John popped all at once. The near tar¬ 
gets were 7 to 15 meters away, while the 


far ones were 20 meters. The near ones 
remained exposed for two seconds and 
the far ones three seconds! Remember, 
all of the targets became exposed at the 
same time and, therefore, the time limits 
all went into effect on each target simul¬ 
taneously. Just for fun, John threw in 
a “good guy” silhouette to test one’s 
judgment under stress. That “good 
guy” was pocked with bullet holes by 
the end of the shoot! 

The shooter then had to reload and hol¬ 
ster his piece and return to the start¬ 
ing line to stop the clock. As you probably 
suspected, the men were separated from 
the boys in a hurry by this one! Being 
a believer in combat logic and an ade¬ 
quate shot, 1 managed to earn high score 
of 328 with Chuck Byers, of Accuracy 
Systems, Inc., in second place with a 
279. Next year, this type of course will 
be a standard event, with prizes, and 
should add the needed evaluation of 
true combat-worthiness that the bowling 
pins cannot. 

All in all, the Second Chance 1978 
Shoot was good fun, and it promises to 
be even better in the future. Pertinent 
information on the 1979 Shoot is given 
in the attached box. mn 
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FULL AUTO 


M16A1 In Automatic Rifle Role 


This article is reprinted , with permis¬ 
sion, from the March-April 1978 issue of 
Infantry, the Professional Magazine for 
Infantrymen . 


During the latter part of 1976, the auto¬ 
matic rifle marksmanship instructors 
assigned to the Weapons Committee of 
the 1st Advanced Individual Training 


Brigade at Fort Benning noted that ap¬ 
proximately 50 percent of the soldiers 
undergoing training in the use of the 
M16A1 rifle in the automatic rifle role 



Top left: Modified M60 machine gun firing position with hinged 
shoulder rest. (Photo credit: Infantry Magazine.) 

Bottom left: Modified M6G machine gun firing position with bipod 
standoff device. (Photo credit: infantry Magazine.) 

Below: Modified M60 machine gun firing position with bipod standoff 
device and hinged shoulder rest combination. (Photo credit: Infantry 
Magazine.) 
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were failing to qualify. As part of their 
continuing effort to improve training, 
the instructors investigated this phe¬ 
nomenon and concluded that the current 
automatic rifle firing position, and the 
fact that the M3 bipod attaches directly to 
the barrel of the M16A1 rifle, could be 
causing the problem. 

In the current automatic rifle firing 
position, for instance, the shooter exerts 
a firm pressure down and to the rear on 
a loop formed with the rifle’s sling. 
Because the bipod is attached directly 
to the rifle barrel forward of the sling, 
it was felt that the firer’s pressure was 
causing the barrel to flex or bend. 

The committee instructors, according- 
ly, suggested that other firing positions 
be used, and that the M16A1 rifle be 
modified to add a bipod standoff attach¬ 
ing device and a hinged shoulder rest. 
The Board was asked to conduct a con¬ 
cept evaluation of this modified rifle in 
the automatic rifle role. 

The Board tested three firing positions 
as well as the M16A1 rifle modifications, 
and found that a modified M60 machine- 
gun firing position provided significant 
improvement for both automatic rifle 
qualification and for hit probability. The 
Board also found that the bipod standoff 
device experienced a high frequency 
of failure. 
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Jell Coopers Gunsiie 

On the first day, after a brief class¬ 
room session, we adjourned to one of 
the several ranges to participate in Basic 
exercises, to allow Jeff to obtain some 
idea of the various skill levels of his 
students. Among these exercises were: 

1. Draw, fire, and obtain a center hit 
in one second on an IPSC “Option’* 
target at five to seven meters. 

2. Draw, fire, and obtain a center hit 
in VA seconds on an IPSC “Option” 
target at 10-15 meters. 

3. Draw, fire, and obtain a center hit 
in two seconds on an IPSC “Option” 
target at 20 meters. 

4. Draw, fire, and obtain a center hit 
in 2Vj seconds on an IPSC “Option” 
target at 25 meters. 

5. Draw, fire, and obtain a center hit 
in four seconds on an IPSC “Option” 
target at 50 meters. 

6. “Clean” (shoot a possible) an “El 
Presidente” in a maximum of 10 seconds. 
(The El Presidente involves the firer 
standing, facing away from three targets, 
10 meters downrange and three meters 
apart. Upon the command to fire, he 
executes a 180-degree turn, draws his 
weapon, fires two shots at each of the 
three targets, reloads, and places two 
more shots on each of the silhouettes. 
The center hit area, or K-zone of the 
silhouette is approximately 10 inches in 
diameter. The scoring rings are not 
visible to the firer, necessitating a center- 
hold on the target based on his own 
judgment of where the center area 
should be.) 

Each student executes the basic 
exercises under the watchful eye of 
Cooper, who notes the results for his own 
use during the course to come. I, for 
example, discovered that I had the 
tendency to remain standing at 50 
meters and “take my chances” on 
getting a center-hit rather than going 
prone and almost certainly getting one! 
The four-second time limit presents no 
more problem from the prone position 
than it does from the standing, since 
the proper sight alignment procedure 
is much easier to execute from the more 
solid prone position. 

From there we proceeded to learn 
other highly refined techniques and 
tactics, such as the weak-handed draw, 
shooting in poor light and at night, 
shooting with a flashlight, the proper 
technique of “clearing” a house, both in 
daylight and at night with a flashlight, 
shooting from a moving vehicle with both 
strong and weak hand and while driving 
as well as riding (!), shooting from 
phenomenally cramped positions, use 
of cover and concealment, tactical 
movement, how to negotiate obstacles 
(such as eight-foot-high walls and win¬ 
dows, target-detection, and how to 
further our speed-reloading skills, 
particularly while on the run. Yes, you’re 


COMBAT AUTO SHOOTERS 


EXTENDEDTHUMB SAFETY, COLTS.... $25.00 

EXTENDED THUMB SAFETY, BROWNING HIPOWER ......$30.00 
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PACHMAYR RUBBER HOUSING FOR COLT AUTO’S ‘.'.$ 9.75 

HERRETT DIAMOND OR SHOOTING STAR GRIPS, WALNUT, CHECK, COLT’S.$ 9.95 

ROUND MAGAZINE FOLLOWERS .45 -THREE FOR.$ 5.50 

MK4SER70.45 BBL. BUSH KIT.$39.00 

COLLET BUSHING ONLY.$ 8.00 

FULL .45 RECOIL SPRING .$ 1.25 

BUSHING WRENCH (TAKE-DOWN TOOL).... $ 1.25 

FACT. COLT STD. THUMB SAFETY-BLUE .$ 4.95 

FACT. COLT STD. THUMB SAFETY-NICKEL.$ 5.95 


FULL LINE OF BIANCHI & SAFARILAND HOLSTERS IN STOCK - 20% DISCOUNT! 
FULL LINE OF POLICE, TARGET PISTOL, AND COMBAT EQUIPMENT & SPECIALTY 
ITEMS IN STOCK: SEND SASE WITH WHAT YOU NEED, INCL. PISTOL PARTS! 

SEND $1.00 FOR OUR NINE PAGE LIST OF CUSTOM PISTOL WORK, SIGHTS, 
FINISHES & COMBAT PISTOL WORK! 

BEHLERT CUSTOM GUNS, INC 

THE CUSTOM GUNSHOP 
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UNION, N.J. 07083 
201-687-3350 
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a practical body armor which wilt stop 
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quite correct. It was demanding, to say 
the least! In fact, I felt like I was back in 
Ranger School except for the fact that 
the ever-present “harassment” during 
Ranger School was absent. 

To provide you with an example of 
the stress I experienced, I cite to you 
my experience in the “Funhouse” 
during a house-clearing exercise at 
night. 

The basic funhouse entails the student 
entering a structure, weapon loaded and 
at the ready, and systematically “clear¬ 
ing” the building armed only with his 
pistol. In order to do this, he must 
search the dwelling, every closet, nook 
and cranny, and eliminate the “felons” 
that may be present. Hostages and 
“no-shoot” or “good-guy” targets are 
also in profusion. 

I entered the house, immediately 
finding the life-like picture silhouette of 
a Russian soldier six feet inside the 
door, holding what could have been a 
movie camera or an RPG! In the light 
of my flashlight it was impossible to tell 
for sure, but I could clearly make out 
the red star on his cap. So ... I shot 
him! (He must have been taking propa¬ 
ganda movies, or something!) From there 
I negotiated a hostage target, taking out 
the felon from 10-foot range in one 
second that was popped on me from the 
end of the hallway I was just leaving, 
“killed” another felon holding a hostage 
in the bathroom, shot two more felons, 
one which swung down on me from the 
window at the far end of the room and 
the other that jumped out from around 
the corner of the hallway, “killed” two 
more felons peeking at me from the 
windows, shot another felon that “ran” 
across the hallway to the rear of the 
house, encountered several “good-guys” 
in the next two rooms (one of whom was 
carrying a baby and the other a 25- 
pound box of nitroglycerin!), engaged 
another felon in a closet, a felon that 
jumped around a corner from me (at 
point blank range), and ended up the 
exercise firing my last round of ammuni¬ 
tion at a felon holding a policewoman as 
a hostage as I walked out the back door! 

Interesting isn’t it? Oh, one more 
thing . . . when I entered the building 
I had a fully loaded .45 auto, and six 
additional magazines of ammo! “How 
wild things can get,” indeed! I was 
soaking wet with perspiration and weak 
with fatigue as I concluded that one! 


Things did not let up one bit as the 
course continued, with the student 
negotiating three field assault courses 
known as “jungle lanes,” where Jeff 
actually hid targets for the student to 
(hopefully) find and engage during his 
“walk” down the trail. The camouflaged 
silhouette that I put two .45 rounds into 


at 45 meters had only the corner of his 
head exposed! I was further amazed 
when I found another fully camouflaged 
silhouette in the tree that I chose to take 
cover under after a 10-meter sprint across 
an open clearing! I never shot so fast in 
my life, even in real combat. Jesus, 
things never got this wild, even in 
Vietnam. 

I found the techniques for shooting 
from moving vehicles totally fascinating 
as well as completely logical and amaz¬ 
ingly effective. I had little experience in 
this particular type of pistol-shooting 
previously, and, if my performance after 
instruction is any example, a guy can 
really make things miserable for assail¬ 
ants while trying to get away from them 
in a vehicle! 


One more thing: if you don’t think a 
pistol, particularly a .45 auto, can take 
a man out at 80 meters, under field con¬ 
ditions . . . come to Gunsite and watch! 
I witnessed several successful attempts 
at this, including my own, during the 
“jungle lane” exercises. Interested? 
Come to Gunsite and see it yourself. 


The courses of instruction at Gunsite 
are continually observed, evaluated, and 
improved by Jeff Cooper and the Gunsite 
staff, resulting in the best possible 
instruction in any given technique at 
all times. Jeff isn’t a wall-flower by any 
means, and he not only welcomes, but 
solicits better ways to accomplish an 
objective. Students’ input on these 
matters is the best way to attain such a 
level of high competence and is the 
cornerstone of the success of API instruc¬ 
tion and the reason for its continued 
growth and success. 


To sum it all up, Gunsite is truly 
“The Most Advanced Sidearm Training 
Center in the World.” Hell, no other 
place even comes close! Its creator/ 
operator, Jeff Cooper, is unquestionably 
the Master that we expect him to be in 
this highly specialized, nebulous, relative 
field where life and death hang in the 
balance, based on man’s skill-at-arms. 
Everyone who possesses or carries a 
sidearm for its intended purpose owes it 
to himself to spend the time and money 
to attend all three of API’s courses. I 
guarantee it will be the best investment 
you can ever make and will increase your 
chances of survival in a fight 1000 per¬ 
cent. Go to Gunsite and learn. You’ll 
live to appreciate it. 




SoutHWest Africa Update 

Continued from page 53 

The bottoms of the bodies or hulls of 
these vehicles are V-shaped, with the 
bottom of the “V” facing the ground. 
This type of configuration deflects 
blast and heat effects from an exploding 
landmine. A compartment in the bottom 
of the V-shaped hull is filled with water— 
also to absorb blast and to serve as a 
blast coolant. All seats are fitted with 
helicopter-type seat belts. Passengers 
who have not “buckled up” have been 
thrown 30 yards when their vehicle has 
hit a landmine. 

The South Africans have also devel¬ 
oped a number of Star-Trek-looking 
mine-clearing vehicles with such color¬ 
ful nicknames as the “Praying Mantis” 
and the “Grasshopper.” I had a chance 
to observe these vehicles but they also 
are classified and so no photographs or 
specifications. 

Since the introduction of these new 
mine-proofed vehicles, six of them have 
hit landmines but there have been no 
casualties. 


MOUNTED INFANTRY IN A 
COIN ROLE 

I had hoped to ride with the South 
African mounted infantry. Unfortunately, 
by the time we choppered into their base, 
they had been called out on an operation. 
This war, like all others, waits for no 
one, not even SOF. 

As dusk began to fall, the small troop 
of horsemen returned. After grooming, 
feeding and watering their horses, 2nd 
Lieutenant Pieter Alberts, CO of the 
mounted infantry section assigned to 
this particular operational base, joined 
myself and other S.A. troopers for a 
barbeque where we discussed the merits 
of horses in combat. 


Lt. Alberts entered the army in Janu¬ 
ary 1977 and after completing the 
“Junior Officer’s Course” was commis¬ 
sioned. As he had an equestrian back¬ 
ground—his parents manage a resort 
and stable—he was assigned to the SA 
Army’s Equestrian Center, for a six 
month course. After completing said 
course, he spent several weeks receiving 
intensive Cl training at a forward train¬ 
ing base in South West Africa before 
moving to his present assignment. 

All equestrian trainees receive the 
same basic training with horses no matter 
what their background has been or what 
their skill level is. 

And basic means just that. A trainee 
first learns to bridle, saddle, mount, and 
groom his horse. Concurrently, he learns 
how to “maintain” or care for his horse 
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in the field and how to get the most out 
of the animal. Each man also learns the 
rudiments of bush medicine, as it is 
seldom that the troop is within call of a 
vet when on ops. 

“The advantages of horses are they are 
mobile and fast. Also, you have better 
visibility from the back of a horse.** 
Alberts continued, “As the old saying 
goes, ‘The infantry fights upward, the 
cavalry downward .* 99 

As the trainee becomes accustomed to 
riding, he is taught PT while mounted 
and learns to jump a variety of obstacles 
—ditches, fences, brush,etc. He learns to 
control and direct his horse with his 
thighs, leaving his hands free to operate 
his sidearm. I tried riding on a ranch 
in Rhodesia with a FN in one hand and 
reins in the other. It’s difficult at best. At 
a trot or gallop, well... 

“Every horse has different characteris¬ 
tics and responds differently in various 
situations,*’ Alberts commented. “To 
obtain maximum efficiency when on 
operations, all trainees keep the same 
mount through the six months’ training 
period and during their tour in the op¬ 
erational area. In other words, the 
trooper and horse remain as a team up 
to 15 months, assuming neither are 
injured. 


An example of the use of the speed 
of the horse was demonstrated when one 
mounted unit cut tracks of a band of 
terrs at dawn that was already 24 hours 
old. Before nightfall, the mounted 
infantry had caught up with and engaged 
the fleeing terrorists, inflicting several 
casualties. 

“Normally,’’ Alberts continued, 
“we do everything an infantry man does, 
only on horseback. Teamwork is impera¬ 
tive. You must be able to anticipate what 
your mates are going to do. 


“The section leader is supposed to 
make the decision regarding counter 
ambush response, but many times we 
react instinctively. Once dismounted the 
well trained horse will move out of the 
danger area and wait for his rider. We 
normally only use semi-auto fire from our 
FNs on horseback.” 

The major disadvantage of using 
horses is that they are living creatures; 
they do get sick. And it takes five or six 
months for a horse/rider team to obtain 
maximum efficiency. 

As SOF staffer Venter mentioned in 
a previous article describing ops in 
S.W.A., motorbikes have been success¬ 


fully incorporated in the COIN opera¬ 
tions. The 250 cc scrambler type bikes 
are used to pursue terrs when they are on 
the run and/or have a long lead. They are 
also used for reconnaissance. Trackers, 
who follow terr spoor, can read spoor 
while riding their bikes. One exceptional 
tracker can read a very plain set of tracks 
while zipping along at nearly 40 mph! 

When chasing down terrs, the bikers 
will move ahead to establish contact. 
Riders and saddled horses, ready for 
immediate deployment, follow in vans 
pulled by four-wheel drive trucks. 

“You must remember that our horses 
are not used in actual combat unless it 
can not be helped. They are used primari¬ 
ly as a means of transportation. If, how¬ 
ever, a horse section is ambushed, the 
immediate reaction drill procedure calls 
for us to charge the ambush position— 
if the range is 20 to 30 meters. We then 
dismount and move back to engage the 
enemy. If the ambush is triggered at 
a greater range, the unit dismounts to 
engage or may attempt to flank the 
enemy on horseback. We are also used 
on follow-up operations and as a blocking 
force. 



FIVE MAN ARMY 
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“PROVEN SUCCESS WORLD WIDE” 
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- BLOWOUT SPECIALISTS 

- OILFIELD FIRE FIGHTERS 

- MAJOR TRAIN DERAILMENT HAZARDOUS 

SERVICES 

CALL OR WRITE: 
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THE WILD BENCH BL0W0GT & WELL CONTROL CO. INC. 
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TEL: (307)362-8820 TWX: 910-949-5090 
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SURVIVAL! 

FISHING KIT 


This is the REAL THING carried in US Air Force survival 
vests—current issue! Contains all sorts of special fishing gear 
in a sturdy waterproof case—over 50 items, including flies, 
hooks, line, spinners, and a “Survival Fishing” manual. 
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supply—first come, first served. 


$16-50 Postpaid 
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SURVIVAL KIT! 


Size: 4 5/8" x 2 13/16" x 1 1/8" 
Wt.: 6.5 oz; 
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COMMANDO 
WATCH BAND tm 


INDESTRUCTABLE 
NYLON BAND WITH 
EXCLUSIVE CRYSTAL 
COVER STRAP! 


PROTECTS YOUR WATCH AND CONCEALS 
NIGHTTIME GLOW! 

Manufactured from Mil-Spec Type VIII 1 3 A" Web 
and rot-proof thread. Velcro strips secure cover 
and are used for the unique Double-Locking wrist 
band, preventing accidental loss under the hardest 
of use. Choice of O.D., A.f. Grey, Black or Blue. 

Send wrist circumference measurement. 

GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK. 




ONLY $5.00 postpaid 

KNIFE POUCH 


Constructed of the same Type VIII Nylon 
Web. Protective flap secures with Velcro 
and keeps knife safe. Fits all belts, 
including G.I. Pistol belt. Choice of O.D., 
A.F. Grey, Black or Blue. DON'T BE 
WITHOUT ONE! 

NOW $3.25 ppd. 

k Order these action products by sending your check or Money Order to: 

Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd. 
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The Cavalry Rides Again... 

Continued from page 63 
the pinto was hit in the arm.” We waited 
—no fire came from the draw. We 
couldn’t lie here all night and I felt the 
chance now of flanking fire was minimal 
. . . we’d see! 

4 ‘Get ’em on their feet, and let’s go.” 

The line of troops on either side of me 
advanced toward the kraal ahead by al¬ 
ternate bounds. Green tracers from an 
AK ripped through the roof of one hut, 
setting the thatch on fire. The terr was 
firing from the base of a hill, to the rear 
of the village. SLRs from the left flank 
of our skirmish line answered, their 
orange streaks mingling with the green 
from the Kalashnikov. 

Cpl. Grey kicked open the door to a hut 
and started to throw in a grenade, but 
checked when an African, his three 
wives and four children started howling. 

“Get them outside and down,” I 
yelled. 

The Catholic Peace and Justice Com¬ 
mission would love an excuse to scream 
about so-called “atrocities.” The only 
“atrocities” I’d seen were the ones the 
terrs were committing daily against 
Rhodesians, both black and white. 

Grey motioned the waiting mob out¬ 
side the hut and got them down in the 
prone. In the glare of the flames from 
the huts, several figures ran into the 
bush. 

Grey yelled, “Mirah! (the Shona word 
for halt).” They kept running, 

I fired double tap automatic, eight 
rounds. One figure dropped. 

Behind the kraal was high ground I 
wanted to get on. 

The troops were moved up the hill 
overlooking the village that was now 
burning. When the adrenaline wore off 
and first light danie, fatigue really set 
in. We swept the area at first light. 
Empties and loose AK rounds were lying 
in the draw. 

Tracks indicated the terrs had bomb- 
shelled. All led into the rocks. I didn’t 
feel like five terrs warranted calling in 
Fire Force, especially since the possibil¬ 
ity of tracking was so remote. We start¬ 
ed walking back to St. Benedict’s. 

I waited outside the priest’s office. The 
young African girl who operated the 
switchboard asked in a shaky voice, 
“Was that your people firing last night?” 

“Yes, we had some problems.” 

When the priest came out he was all 
smiles. “How about some breakfast, 
Major?” Ham and eggs, coffee, toast 
and Bushmills’ later but absolutely no 
questions about the firing. 

At no time did he even mention the 
ambush. I found out that the sounds of 
the firing and grenades were heard as 
far as Royal Visit Ranch. St, Benedict’s 
was only three ks from the ambush. 
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S/Major Richardson showed up with 
transport and took us all back to Royal 
Visit. 

The next day I went into JOC Ruscape 
to report. After speaking with the Com¬ 
mander, I went to the hospital to get my 
people treated. I was told I had a 
"‘cracked rib/* 

When we returned to Royal Visit I 
requested an aircraft to do a fly-over to 
see if the horses could be spotted. No 
luck. We would continue operating as 
infantry until the horses showed up. 

The local African bus Service ran from 
Mtoko, northwest of us near the border, 
to Salisbury. Intelligence stated terrs 
were moving on these buses. I received 
permission to initiate spot checks on 
the buses and set up road blocks. 

Several days after the ambush, we 
stopped a bus north of a farm called 
Three Rivers. A thorough search turned 
up nothing, but I noticed two chidlren 
at the side of the road turn and dart off 
into the bush in the direction of the 
beer hall, only a click south of us. The 
bus was released and we drove to the 
beer hall in Mr. Van Aard’s truck. 

A cordon was thrown around the beer 
hall and the Africans inside were moved 


outside for an I.D. check, women on one 
side, men on the other. I walked around 
the back of the building behind trooper 
P. Green who was called, naturally, 
Greenpea. 

Suddenly, four teenagers burst from 
a hut next to the beer hall. They sprinted 
for the bush about 20 yards to our front. 

Greenpea yelled, “Mir-ah,” but they 
didn’t pause in mid-stride. 

Over the sights of the 9mm Star, I 
could see the sweaty back of the tallest 
youth, as he reached the bush. The law 
says, “shoot.” They were running from 
troops during a search operation, ignor¬ 
ing a challenge to halt. Greenpea beat me 
to it, ripping the bushes with SLR fire, 
my 9 mm rounds following his. We ran 
to the bushes but instead of bodies, we 
found a steep drop down to the meadow 
eight feet below. The fire had riddled 
branches waist high, but the Africans 
were running like deer for the woods, a 
hundred meters away. 

Two other troops ran up and opened 
fire on the Africans. I had holstered the 
9mm and unslung my SLR. A moment 
before both youths reached the trees I 
squeezed off one round from a kneeling 
position. With four of us firing, it was 


hard to tell. One youth went down, rolled 
over, and plunged into the bush. The 
second went down, pitched forward, and 
disappeared into heavy undergrowth. 

I tried to get up and couldn’t. I felt 
something grating in my right side and 
breathing became a real job. 

Going to the hospital in the farmer’s 
truck, I couldn’t find any position I 
could comfortably sit in. There was no 
need for an X-Ray. I had three broken 
ribs. 

The JOC Rusape Commander came to 
see me. He’d had a conversation with my 
C.O. in Salisbury, requesting I be given 
sick leave and on my return, to give me 
additional troops and horses in order that 
St. Benedict’s and Weya TTL could be 
given the attention they both deserved. 

Walking like a 90 year old, I left the 
hospital and boarded a South African Air¬ 
ways jet for Jo’burg and the States. 

In the next issue of SOF, “Mike" 
Williams will write of his service in 
Rhodesia's famed Grey’s Scouts. 


x 



DRIVE JIMMY UP THE WALL! 

Remember the Canal! And make sure the voters re¬ 
member, too, with this two-foot-by-three-foot wall 
poster featuring Panama's Dictator, Omar Torrijos. 

Acquire several of these two-color (black and 
yellow ... to match the streaks running down our 
politicians' backs) which are sure to be a collector's 
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Triflon 
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As long as men have made, possessed, 
and used machines, they have faced the 
problems of lubrication and cleaning. Not 
unexpectedly, advances of the state-of- 
the-art in both areas have been repeated¬ 
ly made, but, still, much remained to 
be accomplished. 

Some of the big problems have been 
the nasty habit of protective lubricants 
either evaporating from exposure to heat, 
friction, or the elements, or mixing with 
a contaminant agent, such as with car¬ 
bon or dirt, and forming an egregious 
compound of sludge that is the bane of 
anyone who works with machinery. 

When the problems of protection, 
cleaning, and lubrication are applied to 
the field of combat weaponry, they as¬ 
sume critical proportions, since the very 
salvation of the user of the weapon 
depends on not only his ability to effici- 



Typical metal surface enlarged 20,000 times to 
reveal “hill and valley” irregularities of sur¬ 
face. Conventional lubricants fail to effectively 
till and permanently occupy these microscopic 
depressions, thus allowing scarring to occur 
when surface is subjected to friction. 


Probably the most notable advance of 
the past 20 years was the coming of the 
military lubricant/cleaner known as LSA. 
Those of you either in current military 
service or recent past service are quite 
familiar with it. LSA is a good sub¬ 
stance. It lubricates well, and, up until 
now, was the only thing that could keep 
an M-16 functioning reliably, particularly 
in tropical or abusive environments. 

Six months ago, a cleaner/lubricant 
known as Tri-flon was provided to me for 
testing and evaluation. I was assured 
by the Tri-flon people that it was the best 
product of its type ever created. Natural¬ 
ly, I thought that those were pretty large 
assurances, the kind that have a habit 
of going sour when the going gets 
rough. For this reason, I have mercilessly 
tested Tri-flon for a rather long period 
to determine how effective it really is. 



Tri-Flon Teflon® with boundary film is 20,000 
times actual size, demonstrating evening-out 
effect Tri-Flon gives all metal surfaces it 
occupies. Boundary fluid displaces moisture. 
Teflon® particles displace microscopic space. 
Combination provides as smooth a non¬ 
abrasive surface as is possible to achieve. 


ently utilize his weapon, but also the 
reliable functioning of that weapon. This, 
of course, is why we clean guns in the 
first place; to maximize the inherent 
reliability of the weapons system . 

Over the past several decades, signifi¬ 
cant advances have been made in this 
vein, but, unfortunately, although the 
advances were unquestionably improve¬ 
ments, they left a great deal to be de¬ 
sired. 


Well, my conclusion is that it is 
dynamite! My original test vehicles were 
an Ingram M10 cal. .45 SMG, a S&W 
M76 cal. 9mm SMG, an Ingram Mil 
cal. .380 SMG, an Ml Thompson SMG, 
two custom Colt .45 autos, a Browning 
BSS 12-gauge shotgun, and a S&W M60 
cal. .38 Special “Chiefs Special” revol¬ 
ver. Tri-flon worked so well on the above 
guns that I decided to give it the acid 
test. I thoroughly cleaned and dried my 


German MG42 cal. 7.92mm LMG and 
treated it with Tri-flon. The *42 has a 
cyclic rate of over 1200 rpm, and gen¬ 
erates a bunch of motion of moving parts 
and friction of metal bearing surfaces. 

Upon the initial firing of the gun, the 
cyclic rate was noticeably higher, due to 
the reduced friction and increased 
lubrication of bearing surfaces and mov¬ 
ing parts . 

Similar results had previously been 
noted with the Ingram SMGs and the 
Thompson. Functioning of the handguns 
was improved, and it was found that, 
after thoroughly treating the weapon with 
Tri-flon, it was, subsequently, much 
easier to clean ... an added and much 
welcomed bonus, as far as I’m con¬ 
cerned! 

Tri-Flon exceeds even the toughest 
U.S. military weapons specs. For ex- 



Tri-Flon Teflon® particles, without fluid 
boundary film, are enlarged 20,000 times to 
show “bearing-type” filling effect of sub¬ 
micron size particles. Millions of these parti¬ 
cles are suspended in each milliliter of Tri- 
Flon. 


ample, it has an operating range of 
—50 degrees F. to +475 degrees F., 
and will even operate for a short period in 
the 750 degrees to 800 degrees F. range 
long after other lubes have evaporated 
down to hard films. In terms of lubricity, 
the military specifications call for friction 
surfaces to be loaded to 250 lbs. psi 
running for four minutes without any 
galling. Under those conditions, Tri- 
Flon has performed at upwards of 
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Author found Tri-Flon to be best cleaner/lubricant he’d ever used. Now uses it exclusively on 
ail guns, from pistols to LMGs. 


1200 lbs. psi for 20 minutes. The ability 
for a lubricant to protect a metal surface 
against rust or corrosion is generally 
tested in a 5% salt spray chamber. 
Accordingly, military specifications of 
100 hours is an extremely difficult test. 
Tri-Flon is rated at a phenomenal 168 
hours on the low end. Other military 
specs include a minimum resistance to 
galling under 1250 pounds of pressure for 
four minutes, with a 1mm scar. 


Tri-flon lasted 22 minutes and only 
left a ,64mm scar! For corrosion resis¬ 
tance, the military prescribes that it 
must last 30 hours in a five percent salt 
water solution. Tri-flon lasted 165 
hours! As a cleaner, Tri-flon removes 
100 percent of all unbum ed varnish 
(found in modem gun powders) and 
primer salts, so it can be readily utilized 
for most all tasks the gun owner can 
create, and perform in a superior manner 
to all known products. 


What makes this stuff tick? Teflon® , 
suspended in a liquid solution. In fact, 
one millimeter of Tri-flon contains several 
million particles of Teflon® . Putting the 
statement into perspective, a micron is 
1/1,000,000 of an inch . . . and a red 
blood cell is about 10 microns in diamet¬ 
er. Well, that red blood cell is 30 times 
larger than one Teflon® particle, as used 
in Tri-flon. 


The accompanying photos tell the story 
of why Tri-flon is a superior lubricant. 
It has the ability to fill in the miscroscopic 
“hills and valleys” in the host metal 
which are caused by its being worked by 
machines. This, in turn, allows bearing 
surfaces to move with greatly reduced 
friction, which, naturally, increases the 
life of the weapon or machine, and allows 
it to function many times more smoothly 
than it could otherwise. 


This same ability to fill in also enables 
Tri-flon to preclude corrosive elements 
and common grit from penetrating into 
the metal, and causing not only func¬ 
tioning and machine-life problems, but 
also cleaning and maintenance hassles. 
Once a gun is treated with Tri-flon, it 
is much easier to clean because of this 
fact. 


I admit that I'm. impressed with this 
stuff. It doesn’t wash away in the rain, as 
do conventional oils and LSA, it doesn’t 
have the bulk that LSA has, or the 
resultant mess of application, and it 
cleans and lubricates better Qian either! 
As far as I’m concerned, it's the best 
product of its type now in existence. 
When you try it, you'll agree. This is 
a product that you can bet your life on. 
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THE AN/PRC-6T 
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OF THIS WORKHORSE 
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SENSITIVITY 
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STEELE ON KNIVES 

Continued from page 28 
something distinctive in the way of 
native knives, but most are not of great 
collector's interest in this country . 

Q. A federal officer recently had 
occasion to use a standard push dagger 
with a spiked tri-corner blade for a skull 
penetration and ended up shattering four 
bones in his hand. I mentioned this to 
Wayne Goddard, and he has worked 
out a handle design which would dis¬ 
tribute impact force more evenly and in 
accordance with natural contours. 

E. G. Brooker, Cincinatti. Ohio 

A. Thanks for the information on 
Wayne Goddard's push dagger with the 
orthopedic handle . I don't recommend 
that anyone stab into the skull\ which 
is the hardest bone in the body, but it's 
nice to know that one could do so without 
disintegrating his hand. 

Q. I am writing to tell you about boar 
hunting as practiced in Australia. I am 
not talking about the guys who just shoot 
them with high powered rifles, 12-bore 
solids, etc. I am talking about killing 
them with a knife. I go out regularly, and 
I admit I carry a gun in the vehicle, as 
do my fellow hunters, but you do not 
need a firearm if you have good working 
dogs. The dogs, usually Bull Terriers, 
Grey Hounds, Stag Hounds, etc., grab 
the pig by the ears. It may take three to 


six dogs to hold a really big pig; then the 
hunter cautiously approaches and stabs 
the pig in the heart behind the front leg 
or cuts its throat. The dogs are a sight 
here: they armor them up to protect the 
chest against the boar's tusks. Even so, 
we had a dog the other day that got hit 
in the main neck vein, died in five min¬ 
utes. G. R. Angel, N.S.W., Australia 
A. Thanks for the information. This is 
essentially the way we hunt boar in 
Hawaii, although the Hawaiian dogs are 
not nearly so big and are not armored. 
I understand the Maori in New Zealand 
also stab wild boar, although they pro¬ 
voke them to charge onto their blade, 
much like the Germans did in the 15th 
century . The German knight used to 
brace his boar sword against one knee 
to meet the charge. However, this 
technique was practiced only on smaller 
boars or sows, since a large boar could 
easily rip the sword from his hands. It 
is always best to approach a boar from the 
side or back, especially when using a 
small weapon like the six-inch Randall 
Model 1 I used in Hawaii. Using a boar 
sword Hirschfanger or boar spear like 
most Germans did is much safer because 
of the added distance from the target. 
British officers in India used to lance 
them from horseback, which is safer 
still, except for the danger of falling off 
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The Wild Geese Fly Again 

Continued from page 57 

a good cause—and a high fee. But his 
prime motive is that of success. His 
loyalty and devotion to his men know no 
bounds. 

A point made by more than one ob¬ 
server on the set is that Burton's char¬ 
acterization is almost a take-off of former 
Merc leader Mike Hoare. Both men main¬ 
tain that the similarity is incidental; 
those of us who remember the Congo 
from the old days maintain that the 
similarity is more than co-incidental. The 
two men even look alike! 

Hoare’s imprint on the film comes 
through forcibly. The choice of the old 
mere veteran as a technical advisor by 
Producer Evan Lloyd was indeed a wise 
one, for Hoare, more than most other 
mere veterans, knows what it is all 
about; The Wild Geese leaves the viewer 
in no doubt of that! 

Hoare had a few comments of his 
own while on the set. Says he of meres: 

‘‘There is an old saying that one volun¬ 
teer is worth ten draftees. And this is 
particularly true of soldiering. In my own 
British Army career I always had in my 
unit a large proportion of grumblers and 
grousers who just didn't want to be there 
anyway. 


“But in a good mercenary outfit, 
they’re all there because they want to 
be. All right, the motive is probably the 
high money they earn, but they all want 
to do it. They’re all volunteers. So you 
can train them at tremendous speed. 

“Another big incentive for them, of 
course, is when you tell them with 
perfect truth, 'Right lads, you’ve got six 
weeks to train, then we go into action. 
So if you don’t get it right by then the 
chances are you’ll be killed stone dead!’ 
So they make sure they do get it right! ” 

Hoare even had an opportunity to 
compliment one of the hired “meres”; 
this time Ian Yule who served with 
“Mad” Mike in the Congo. 

Yule’s contribution was spectacular. 
With Bren gun blazing, he rushed into 
action “killing” half-a-dozen enemy 
soldiers. Then, running out of ammo he 
threw down the Bren, picked up a 
Thompson, and blazed away, finally 
throwing a couple of grenades with his 
free hand. 

He then picked up and fired a bazooka, 
eventually rushing forward again, pick¬ 
ing his way across the now piled-up 
“bodies” of the enemy force. Director 
Andrew McLaglen shouted “Cut,” 
adding, “That was great, Ian.” 

Colonel Hoare walked across to Yule 
on the set, stared him in the eye, and 
said: “I don’t know whether to court- 


martial you or give you a ruddy medal 
for that exhibition, Yule . . .” Both men 
then broke into laughter. Now wags 
who were on the unit are calling the actor 
Ian “To Hell and Back” Yule. 

Then there was the time that black 
star John Kani (who jointly won Broad¬ 
way’s coveted “Tony” Award with 
Winston Ntshona a couple of years back) 
was stealthily advancing towards an 
enemy soldier. He lifted his knife to 
slit the man’s throat. “Cut,” called 
director McLaglen again. 

An interesting piece of current news 
did emerge from the set of the film, 
concerning Colonel Mike Hoare. 

Hoare, formerly commander of 5 
Commado, is considering forming a 
private anti-hijacker squad. His “rat 
catching” force would be non-political 
and would comprise contracted meres 
who would be hired by airline companies 
or countries. 

The former mere officer considers it 
essential that such a mercenary team 
should be completely non-political to 
negate the terrorists’ political activism. 
Hoare is making no further comment at 
this stage on this fascinating project 
since secrecy is obviously of paramount 
importance. 
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The Push Dagger 
By Crawford 



A Personal defense weapon and collectors item that 
increases in value the longer it is owned. 

Each knife is individually hand made from the finest 
materials using careful craftsmanship to create a one-of-a- 
kind masterpiece. 

The handle is solid brass. The blade is 3” long made from 
440C high carbon stainless steel, mirror polished. Each knife 
comes with a leather sheath fitted with a clip. It can be worn 
in your boot, on a belt or carried in a ladies purse. 

All of my knives are guaranteed. If you are not satisfied 
return it for a full refund. 

Price $50.00 plus $2.00 postage & insurance. 

To reserve yours send a small $10.00 deposit. Your order will 
be confirmed immediately. Delivery is about 4 week’s. 

For further information and catalog of fighting knives 
please send $1.00. 

Crawford Knives 

205 N. Center 
West Memphis, Ark. 72301 
(501)735-4632 
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COMBAT 

PISTOLCRAFT 

Continued from page 26 

The argument still goes on as to 
whether the Colt Gold Cup is a good 
choice for practical shooting. The cur¬ 
rent models now have full weight slides 
like the standard Government model 
and handle much more easily than the 
old lightweight slide models. If you pur¬ 
chase a Cup, I seriously recommend that 
you get a spare rear sight retaining pin 
or two. They will drift out or break while 
firing full power loads. The front sight 
has a nasty habit of shooting off after 
extended firing. The best way to go is 
to send your Cup to Jim Hoag, 8523 
Canoga Ave., Canoga Park, Calif. 91304, 
for his Low mount Bo-Mar sight installa¬ 
tion. His replacement ramp front sight 
is silver soldered in place and does not 
shoot loose. 

Terry Hudson, Crown City Arms, P.O. 
Box 1126, Cortland, New York 13045, 
offers a very good line of .45 auto pistol 
parts. For those needing Colt parts, 
Commander hammers, recoil buffers, 
speed safeties, those hard-to-get high 
fixed Micros, he stocks extra power re¬ 
coil springs for the .45 and frame and 
slide kits. I recently installed one of his 


lightweight frames under my Colt .22-.4S 
conversion kit. This gives me a full time 
practice arm that is ideal for basement 
practice or training sessions with begin¬ 
ners that must first get the feel of the big 
gun without the fear of .45 recoil. Also 
the .22-.45 conversion kit is nice for prac¬ 
tice during the winter months when brass 
recovery is hampered by deep snow. 
Some people may regard the .22-.45 
kit as a nonsense item, but watching 
John Davis of Illinois demonstrate his 
gives one new faith in the low cost .22 
practice ammo. 

Bill Ives of Pachmayr Gun Works gave 
me a new set of the improved .45 Signa¬ 
ture grips for the M1911 Colt that they 
now offer. This final version seems ideal 
with the toe of the front strap now re¬ 
moved, the magazine catch area relieved, 
and the front panel reinforced to pre¬ 
vent stretching that was so common on 
the early model. Pachmayr now offers 
an arched version of their neoprene 
mainspring housing that really provides 
a good gripping surface. It is gratifying 
to see the people at Pachmayr make the 
needed changes that were required for 
the Signature grip to become the better 
product that it now is. 
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ATTENTION 

MOUNTAINEER, POLICE, FIRE, RESCUE, “S.W.A.T.”, MILITARY 

NOW AVAILABLE 
QUICK RELEASE SWISS SURVIVAL SEAT $25.00 

ADJUSTABLE LEG AND WIDTH . _ REVERSIBLE LEFT OR RIGHT HAND 



REGULAR RAPPELLING AUSTRALIAN RAPPELLING 

MADETO RIGID SPECIFICATIONS BY GOVERNMENT MANUFACTURERS 
NYLON WEB TO WITHSTAND 10,000LBS. 

15 FT. NYLON RAPPELLING POINT ANCHORS $10.00 

USE AROUND ANY STATIONARY OBJECT-TREE, ROCK FORMATION, 
CHIMNEY, ETC. 10,000 LBS. TEST 

ALSO AVAILABLEf7/16rNYLON RAPPELLING ROPE 
120 FT. LENGTHS $50.00 

(SPECIAL ORDER OF VARIOUS LENGTHS ON REQUEST) 

WRITE TO: 

JIM PHILLIPS 

P.O. BOX 168, DEPTSF. WIU.IAMSTOWN. N.J. f>8094 
$2.00 POSTAGE & HANDLING CHARGE ON ITEMS 


WHO KNOWS 
WHAT 
EVIL.. 



NOW AVAILABLE: 

TYPE I - For .22s & .22 LR 
Mini Derringers - 11.95 
TYPE II-For Small 
Frame Autos: Colt, 
Bauer, etc. - 14.95 
TYPE III - For 
Detective Special, 
Chief, etc. - 19.95 


Prepare yourself 
with Shadow Systems' 
ultra-concealable rig for 
mini derringers. The soft 
black leather pocket wraps around 
your ankle, leg, wrist or arm and is held 
securely in place with a Velcro closure. 
You’ll never know you have it on ... 

‘till you need it. _ 


SHADOW SYSTEMS 
P.O. BOX 28222-SOF 
ATLANTA, GA. 30328 
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TERRAIN & 

SITUATION 

Continued from page 22 

The Service Ace is new to the market 
place and in short supply. Yet, in view of 
the advantages it offers, this .22 version 
of the Government Model might be well 
worth the wait. For more information, 
write Colt Firearms, 150 Huyshope Ave¬ 
nue, Hartford, Ct. 06102 USA. 

$ $ $ $ $ 

Penetrating a barricade is one of the 
most difficult shooting situations. The 
KTW Armor Piercing ammunition to a 
large extent obviates this problem. 
KTW ammo is not only distinctive in 
performance, but distinctive in appear¬ 
ance as well. The truncated cone-shaped 
bullets are green—the color of pea 
soup. Their effect on various types of 
barricades is impressive. 

It is irresponsible to advocate shooting 
at people through walls and doors except 
under the most controlled situations. 
Otherwise, liability to innocent parties 
can easily result. Per force a high veloci¬ 
ty load, armor-piercing rounds fired 
indiscriminately can miss the mark and 
travel relatively great distances and still 
effect lethality. For this and a number of 
other reasons, except under extra- 



VBETNAM JUNGLE BOOT 

GENUINE G.I. ISSUE 

(AMERICAN MADE) 


SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR RUGGED 
OUTDOOR USE IN HOT CLIMATE. FINEST 
COMBAT, HIKING OUTDOOR BOOT 
DESIGNED. 

CHECK THESE FEATURES: 

1. LIGHTWEIGHT 2. STEEL REINFORCED 
SOLE 3. NYLON WEBBING SIDES & TOP 4. 
LEATHER INNER-SOLE 5. BLACK LEATHER 
TOES & HEELS 6. NYLON LACES 7. NON-SKID 
HEAVY-DUTY CHEATED RUBBER SOLES. 
REGULAR OR WIDE WIDTH/FULL SIZES ONLY/SIZES 6 
THRU 14/NEW MERCHANDISE 

BLACK LEATHER COMBAT 
BOOT 

CONFORMS TO U.S. MILITARY SPEC. 
M1L-B-43481 

REGULAR OR WIDE WIDTH/FULL SIZES ONLY/SIZES 7 
THRU 12/NEW MERCHANDISE 

YOUR CHOICE - $34.95 PER PAIR 

POSTAGE & HANDLING: U.S. $1.50 PLUS 7% OF 
ORDER/CALIF. RES. ADD 6% SALES TAX/FOREIGN 
$3.00 PLUS 7% OF ORDER. 

PLEASE NOTE: 

DO NOT CONFUSE THESE GENUINE ITEMS WITH 
CHEAP. INFERIOR IMPORTS OFFERED ELSEWHERE. 

SEND S.A.S.E. FOR PRICE LIST 
PLEASE SEND YOUR ORDER WITH PAYMENT BY 
CASHIER CHECK OR BANK MONEY ORDER TO: 

L.T. GRIS AMORE ENTERPRISES 

3069 WAYNE COURT. DEPT. SF-4 RIVERSIDE, CA 92504 


ordinary circumstances, KTW Armor 
Piercing ammo should not be carried 
except as auxiliary loads. 

Available in a wide range of calibers— 
.25, .380, 9mm, .38, .357 and .45 ACP— 
there is a KTW load for every popular 
undercover or service gun. 

In conjunction with Hal Butz and his 
Gunroom Police Weapons Instructional 
Team, we tested several of these KTW 
loads on a V^-inch armor plate at 21 feet. 
This is one of the most severe tests for 
armor piercing ammo since even the 
manufacturer recommends its use 
through spaced thickness of metal or 
wood or other material. 

9mm Parabellum loads fired from a 
double action Beretta auto incurred very 
pronounced dimpling of the metal 
surface. .38 Special loads had relatively 
similar effect. .45 ACP loads did little 
dimpling, rather leaving the distinct 
impression that a ballpeen hammer had 
been wielded against the surface by some 
giant. When the magnums were trotted 
out, the results were most dramatic. 
Using a four-inch Python, complete 
penetration was achieved. 

Contrary to popular mythology, armor¬ 
piercing loads will not in most instances 
stop a car when fired into the engine 


45° Spotting Scope 
22x60 mm 
$117.00 ppd. 

Brown Telescopies 

558 Miller Drive 
Elgin, Illinois 60120 




SECRETS OF MODERN KNIFE 
FIGHTING 

DAVID L STEELE 

David Steele’s long awaited book on knife fighting 
leaves no room for disappointment. Steele analyzes 
every detail of employing the knife in combat, 
including underwater knife fighting, and utilizes 
step-by-step “how to” photos. An addition he 
describes, compares and evaluates fighting 
lechniques of the middle ages and the techniques 
of Jim Bowie, John Styers, and Rex Applegate. 
Steele also evaluates a wide assortment of knives 
from all over the world. 

CHAPTERS INCLUDE: 

• The Fighting Stiletto 

• Sheath Styles & Sharpening Stones 

• Improvised Weapons 

• Knife Fighting Past & Present 

• AND MUCH MDRE! 

145 PAGES/215 PHOTOGRAPHS 
HARDCOVER: $15.95 EACH PLUS 
$1.00 P&H 

SOFTCOVER: $9.95 EACH PLUS 
$1.00 P&H 

(Colo. Res. Add 3% Sales Tax) 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

David Steele holds a Master’s degree in Police 
Science. He served as rifle and pistol instructor for 
the National Rifle Assoc., and as supervisor for the 
Police Weapons Center Project at the International 
Assoc, of Chiefs of Police. Steele, an accomplished 
fencer, has written several books on small arms. 
ORDER TODAY FROM: 

PHOENIX ASSOC., 

P.0. BOX 693. DEPT. S-4. 

BOULDER, COLORADO 80306 


CAMBODIAN REPORT 

A monthly newsletter 
on Cambodia 

Annual rates: 

$12/U.S. FIRST CLASS 
$15/FOREIGN AIR MAIL 

Send check or money order to: 
CAMBODIAN REPORT 
P.O. Box 909 
Arvada, Colorado 80001 



DEFEND YOURSELF 


Precision Made 
8 Shot .22 Cal. 

Tear Gas Non-Lethal 
Revolver — No 
Federal Firearms 
License Required. 


Send $24 M 

CO* & 


DEFENDER 


Dtp t A29GO 


NEW CASTLE. DEL. 19720 



The NEW Incomparable 


SKIN-BCC 

A unique leg-sheathed knife with a 
Velcro closure system for utmost 
concealability. The 4H ounce suede 
leg wrap is so comfortable you’ll for¬ 
get it is there. The polished blade, 
hollow-ground knife is superbly 
hand-crafted of heat treated 440-C 
steel. Knife unit is 5" long, 3 Ae thick 
and weighs less than 2 ounces. A 
functional tool for outdoorsmen, or 
as a weapon for personal defense & 
evasive tactics—easily removed for 
instant use! The SKIN-DOO comes 
with an extra suede sheath with 
Velcro closure adaptable to boots, 
pocketbooks, or anywhere! 

ORDER YOURS TODAY! 

Complete with 



plus $1.00 for postage and insurance. 


PHONE 404-943-9336 (24 hour service) 


BRIGADE QUARTERMASTERS LTD. 

P.O. Box 108-L 

Powder Springs, Georgia 30073 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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block. They will, however, allow firing 
at an adversary who takes cover inside or 
behind an auto body, behind heavy 
wooden doors, a store counter, or similar 
cover objects. 

KTW bullets are also available in a 
wide variety of rifle calibers for * id 
or custom loading. Because ot their 
extreme penetration, KTWs would be 
ineffective man stoppers in a standard 
shootout situation. When used for their 
intended purpose, however, the KTW 
rounds are highly effective. Available to 
police and other authorized persons only, 
for more information write: KTW Inc., 
710 Forster Park Rd., Lorain, OH. 44053 
USA. 




If anyone asked me what my favorite 
television show is, I’d easily answer, 
“The Prisoner.” A decade ago, ITC, the 
British producing and distributing giant, 
first released the strange blending of 
science fiction and secret agent fare. 

Over the ensuing years, the 17 episodes, 
starring Patrick McGoohan, have been 
shown at colleges and universities, run 
and re-run on various commercial sta¬ 
tions everywhere, and are now enjoying 
a resurgence of popularity on Public 
Television stations throughout the 
country. McGoohan plays a secret agent 
who resigns. He is kidnapped and taken 
to a Utopian Village where everyone is 
known by a number rather than a name— 
his is Number 6. The Village syste¬ 
matically invades privacy, deperson¬ 
alizes day-to-day life, attempts to bend 
minds, break human wills and substi¬ 
tute Big Brother paternalism for freedom. 


“The Prisoner” has a definite mes¬ 
sage. Ten years ago, today, years into 
the future—it discusses the personal 
freedom of man in the most basic of 
terms: the struggle to be a free individual 
in a society where individualism is 
stamped out like a disease. One reason 
the show is a cult object and a continual 
subject for discussion and interpretation 
is that it fulfills a criterion we normally 
associate with art—it mirrors life. Lest 
we are quite careful, as social legislation 
proliferates and government more boldly 
invades our personal lives, the plight of 
Number 6—“The Prisoner”—might soon 
mirror our own lives all too well. 


* 


FLAK 

Continued lrom page 8 

SNIPING FACTS ... 

The Editor, SOF Magazine: 

Ihe article on sniping and the use of 

larger calibers for long range is good 
(SOF, Sept. ’78), the first solid stuff I’ve 
seen on it though ordnance >nle 
in Korea had heard of Capt. Brophy J s .50 
gun experiments. When I was with 700th 
Ordnance (45th Div.), the armament shop 
had a hybrid ,50 MG barrel/PTRD rifle, 
but no one then with the unit knew much 
of its use. There was a tank in the divis¬ 
ion burned out by use of a 14,5 rifle, 
though. It could hurt at close range. 

The German Patr.318 AT cartridge 
wasn’t exactly a 13mm, though it did 
almost match our .50 MG round. It may 
have been developed from experiments 
following the T.u.F. machine gun of 
1918, but the only rounds near the .50 
in German use were the aircraft 13mm, a 
smaller cased job, and the 15mm, a near 
.60 caliber with hign velocity, used in the 
MG151s. 

Capt. Brophy’s observations on the 
care of sniping gear sound like 1916 over 
again. Our attention to sniping is after 
the fact, usually. . .. 


The seemingly permanent lock-in to 
the Mousegun and the varmint calibered 
5.56mm means that sniping in future is 
not a Nice To Know but a Goddamn Must 
for the U.S. Our kindly foes have buckets 
of M1891 bolt actions (sniper rifles, 
natch), and it is claimed they have at 
least one sniper in the Soviet army to 
each platoon, and since he carries a 
Dragunov SVD, he is in position to hurt 
us badly. Study of our ammunition 
allowances shows the brilliant fact that 
sniping allowances are optional during 
peacetime, mandatory in mobilization. 
This is a crock. It is during peacetime that 
we have the time to learn and the instruc¬ 
tors to do it. We should have permanent 
sniper training schools and they should 
be backed up to the hilt... . 

We cover the same ground, making the 
same mistakes, due to lack of continuity. 
Back in W.W. II we made up sniper rifles 
hastily from war production arms. The 
MIC and D did not have glass bedding 
and the maintenance of accuracy in the 
Ml was not understood. After 1945, we 
forgot. In 1950 we dragged our 1945 arms 
out in haste. In the 1960s Springfield 
Armory went down the drain, shot down 
by the slide rulers, and in the haste to 
scrap all the useless things, the develop¬ 
ments on M14 sniping rifles seem to 
have gone with SA. An ordnance machin¬ 
ist in ’Nam got a Bronze Star for develop¬ 
ing M14 scope mounts in the field, 
doing work already done by Springfield 


before the VN War! He deserved his 
medal, but someone higher up deserved 
the Purple Shaft for total failure in office. 

I think if someone draped LTC Brophy 
off the retired ust and assigned him lo 
work out a good sniper weapon with 
available means of today, he’d be able 
to do much hotter f he M21 sniper 
and the M700 and similar rifles to work 
on. Glass bedding was not in use on the 
Ml in 1954, and some of the scope 
sights now in use were not even thought 
of then. It is possible that someone could 
develop a long range sniping round, 
using not the .50 BMG round, but the 
shorter .50 used in the M8 spotting 
rifles. This case with proper slugs, such 
as some makers provide today, would 
give a useful round with a better range 
than the .30 and less kick than the BMG. 
Use of Hydra Coil stock units could make 
it less damaging to shoot. LTC Brophy 
back in his Korean days was a fairly 
husky type, but I expect after a few 
rounds he needed to visit a Japanese 
masseuse and have his sore shoulder 
walked on for an hour or two. .. . 

In time of peace , prepare for war — 
which we never do. 

Sincerely, 

John P. Conlon 

CW3 OARNG (Retd.) 

Newark, Ohio 

ON GUN CONTROL... 

Gentlemen: 

I have just read the November ’78 
issue of SOF and was appalled when I 
read “America’s Gestapo in Action.” 
Up until now I have been an inactive 
member in the war against gun control. 
But when I read what had happened at 
the San Jose Gun, Coin, and Antique 
Collectors’ Show, it was the final straw 
necessary to get me motivated. I am 
going to do everything within my power 
to see that all forms of gun control are 
permanently removed. My effort alone 
will make little difference, but if we all 
get off our dead asses, just maybe we 
can make a miracle happen. 

Thankfully, 

PFC Douglas M. Walker, Jr. 

Fort Riley, Kansas 


SOF “REAL AMERICANA” ... 

Gentlemen: 

I wish to express my profound apprec¬ 
iation for your fine, unique magazine. 
It’s “Real Americana”! 

Soldier of Fortune represents a very 
real American minority (albeit an en¬ 
dangered species)—Patriotic Americans 
with a fighting spirit. Your magazine is 
the standard bearer for those noble 
qualities Patriotic Americans cherish 
most: duty’, honor, courage, loyalty, and 
the will to win. 

Continued on page 91 
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BULLETIN 

BOARD 

Continued from page 14 
simple reason that it is more economical 
to enlist individuals who are already 
trained and experienced in their special¬ 
ty.” 

Captain Lee stated that the Rhodesian 
Army would accept regular infantry men; 
that they would consider anyone with 
previous experience, depending on their 
needs at any specific time. 

“There's always a problem in recruit¬ 
ing by mail,” Lee stated. “Therefore, 
we require an individual to pay his own 
transportation costs if he is accepted. 
We reimburse the volunteer three 
months after he enters the service. We 
have had instances where we have paid 
an individual’s airfare from the U.S., 
only to have him decide he didn’t like us 
and turn around and return. There is no 
exception to this policy at present. ” 

Lee suggested that interested parties 
include documentation of previous 
service (DD 214) with their request for 
an application; that the material for¬ 
warded should be certified true copies 
instead of original documents. “We also 
require a copy of the individual’s birth 
certificate or a photostatic copy of the 
personal data that appears in his pass¬ 
port. Upon receipt of this, we will forward 
an application and medical form.” 

“It is our policy to answer corres¬ 
pondence within 48 hours. However, on 
occasion I have received letters from in¬ 
dividuals stating they had written us 
three times but had received no reply. 
I would assume this is because there is 
unsatisfactory mail service between the 
U.S. and Rhodesia.” (SOF assumes that 
there are individuals in the U.S. Postal 
Service who purposely destroy mail 
going to or coming from Rhodesia.) 

Lee recommends that instead of writ¬ 
ing to the Rhodesian Recruiting Officer 
that one should write “The Secretary, 
Private Bag 7720, Causeway, Salisbury, 
Rhodesia. The people at headquarters 
will forward any mail so addressed to 
us.” 


LEGION UPDATE DELAY ... 

Because our comprehensive coverage 
of the current situation in Southern 
Africa has pre-empted the editorial space 
slotted for Major John S. Arvidson’s 
analysis of the French Foreign Legion, 
this Legion article will appear in the 
next issue of SOF. 

HOLOCAUST AGAIN... 

Although the media continue their 
policy of non-speak on genocide in Cam¬ 
bodia, concerned individuals and organic 
zations are beginning to speak out in 
the United States. 

The Cambodian Association of Amer¬ 
ica, whose headquarters are at 2226 East 
Anaheim Street, Long Beach, California 
90804, is the most prominent of these 


groups. Protesting the Khmer Rouge’s 
systematic extermination of nearly 
3,000,000 Cambodian men, women and 
children, over l A of Cambodia’s popula¬ 
tion, and Cambodia’s having been turned 
into a gigantic slave labor camp, the 
organization declares, “Inaction, silence, 
indifference, and complacency were con¬ 
tributing factors to the deaths of 
6,000,000 Jews in Germany. History is 
now repeating itself. We are a non¬ 
partisan group made up of individuals 
who share the common feeling that we 
cannot, in our own conscience, remain 
silent on this issue. We seek only to 
address ourselves to the present and 
continuing holocaust.” 

Despite such grassroots concern, the 
major media are still suspiciously silent 
about Cambodia’s tragedy, leaving 
reporting to smaller groups, such as 
The Washington Press, a publication of 
Accuracy in Media, Inc., Ill 14th Street, 
NW, Washington, DC 20005, which re¬ 
cently pointed out national media non¬ 
coverage of a 12 June 1978 Cambodian 
rally in the nation’s capital. 

The rally was held by Cambodians 
from all over the United States, who 
gathered on the steps of the Capitol in 
Washington to appeal to Congress and 
the American people to help save Cam¬ 
bodia from Communist genocide. 

Members of Congress who addressed 
the group, expressing their outrage at 
what is taking place in Cambodia, in¬ 
cluded Senator Robert Dole (R-KS), 
Republican vice-presidential nominee in 
1976, and Congressman Robert Dornan 
(R-CA), who criticized Senator George 
McGovern and former Congresswoman 
Bella Abzug. Dornan also challenged 
other members of Congress to come out 
of their offices and hear the cries of the 
Cambodian people on the Capitol steps. 

Although the protest meeting had been 
well advertised in advance by press 
releases sent to the media in Washing¬ 
ton, DC, and both NBC and ABC had 
camera crews there, no footage was 
shown on the air. (Ed, note: perhaps NBC 
stands for “News Blackout Corpora¬ 
tion.”) 

Last July 9th, SOF staffers Tom Rei- 
singer and Tom McGregor were guests at 
a picnic sponsored by the Cambodian 
Association of America at Long Beach, 
California. Honored at the gathering was 
Cambodian Marshal President-In-Exile 
Lon Nol who held a news conference 
attended by reporters from the Los 
Angeles Times and other large area 
newspapers and television stations. 

During the conference the President 
thanked the United States government 
for its help to Cambodian refugees and 
regretted that the Congress of the United 
States and President Carter, who had 
publically stated on 21 April 1978, 
“America cannot avoid the responsibility 
to speak out in condemnation of the Cam¬ 
bodian Government, the worst violator of 
human rights in the world today,” had 


not seen fit to deploy any efforts to stop 
the killing in Cambodia. 

SOF is joining individuals concerned 
with Cambodia’s fate and is organizing 
a fundraising campaign to assist Cam¬ 
bodian resistance forces operating inside 
that Southeast Asian nation. Readers 
are invited to contribute financial dona¬ 
tions to this most worthy cause. Even 
as little as $1.00 would be of help. 
Please give whatever you can as soon as 
you can. Contributions will not be chan¬ 
neled through any bureaucratic organiza¬ 
tion. Your money will reach the destina¬ 
tion where it will do the most good. 
Think it over: any help begins with you. 

SOF CONTEST WINNER ... 

John M. DuPont, Jr., of Picayune, 
Mississippi, is the winner of SQF’s 
September Detonics .45 contest. Con¬ 
gratulations! 

KEPI BLANC ... 

Subscription to official monthly publi¬ 
cation of French Foreign Legion can be 
obtained by writing Kepi Blanc, B.P. 
78, 13673 Aubague, France. Year’s sub¬ 
scription airmail 125 francs or approxi¬ 
mately $48.00. Published in French. __ 


, \ 



HOUSE OF BLADES is 
proud to present the 
Silver Falcon - a rugged, 
modernistic knife. This 
is a top quality lockback 
made of high carbon 440 
stainless. 

PRICE: $9.00 
(Please add $ 1,00 For 
postage) 


Mail to: 

HOUSE OF BLADES 
1075 Tampa Bay Center 
Tampa, Florida 33607 


If not completely satisFied, 
return kniFe within 10 days 
and your money will be 
refunded. 

Send 25 e for brochure on 
other knives. 

Dealer inquiries welcome. 


ACTUAL SIZE 
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Overdrink For Survival 

£y Major D. LPrb2 

The following article is reprinted , by 
permission, from the June 1978 issue of 
the Marine Corps Gazette. 


Marines participating in PALM TREE 
exercises at MCAGCTC (Marine Corps 
Air Ground Combat Training Center) 
use the Israeli system of “overdrink” to 
prevent heat casualties. During four 
MAU-sized live-fire support coordination 
exercises conducted last summer, only 
minimum heat casualties were sustained. 
The exercises involved combat-equipped 
Marines engaged in vigorous tactical 
maneuver during the day in heat often 
ranging to Heat Condition IV. 

The “overdrink” system overhydrates 
a Marine’s body to prevent dehydration. 
The system requires Marines to drink 
water every 30 minutes when engaged in 
physical activity during hot weather. The 
system makes it mandatory that Marines 
drink water at least every hour. Ample 
water supplies must be made easily 
available. Drinking water thus becomes a 
command responsibility and must be 
encouraged or directed by small unit 
leaders. 

In years past it was erroneously be¬ 
lieved that troops could be conditioned 
to operate with reduced water supplies 
in desert and tropical regions. The old 
system of water discipline was often 
strictly enforced with the goal of water 
conservation based on the premise that 
water supplies would not be available 
in combat. Water rationing was practiced 
to toughen the troops. 

Commanders from the past will re¬ 
member that water discipline and ration¬ 
ing did conserve water. They may also 
remember that heat casualties were 
frequent and often numerous. Thus, the 
casualties suffered from lack of water 
were actually self-inflicted. Enemy fire¬ 
power did not cause the casualties. An 
uninformed and unrealistic command 
policy did. 

Today the documented research of 
the Israelis and others to include the 
pioneering work of E. F. Adolph and his 
associates in 1947 proves that men can¬ 
not be conditioned to operate effectively 
with reduced water intake. This research 
further reveals that in the desert a man’s 
natural thirst will compel him to drink 
only about 2 As of the amount of water he 
actually requires to be alert and active. 


Man cannot store water. When working 
in heat, the IVi million sweat glands of 
man’s skin secrete perspiration. Man 
draws moisture from his blood. In con¬ 
trast, the camel draws moisture from its 
tissues. The loss of moisture from man’s 
blood results in dehydration and an upset 
in the body’s electrolyte balance. Heat 
cramps, heat exhaustion, and heat 
stroke soon follow. 

Once man commences to sweat, his 
total body fluid content begins to deplete. 
About 2 As of the human body consists 
of fluid. As fluid loss increases, tnental 
alertness and physical response de¬ 
crease. Researchers agree that the ap¬ 
proximate losses in body fluid (shown in 
the accompanying box) will cause the 
listed minimum effects. 


EFFECTS OF LOSS 
OF BODY FLUID 

% OF LOSS EFFECT 


2 Vi% .Dehydration commences. 

5% .Nausea. 

6-10% .Giddiness, headaches, 

limbs itch. 

15 % .Death imminent in 90 

degree weather. 

25% .Death even in cool 

climates. 


Finally, research points out that ac¬ 
climatization and physical conditioning 
are not significant factors in whether or 
not a man will become a heat casualty 
if he lacks an adequate water intake. 
Regardless of whether a Marine can score 
300 on the PFT, if he loses much over 
10 percent of his total body fluid, he will 
certainly become a heat casualty and 
will be ineffective as a combatant. 

How much water does a Marine re¬ 
quire when operating in the desert 
during summer months? Most survival 
manuals, military field manuals, and 
U.S. Park Service literature cite the 
figure of three gallons per man per day. 
But consider the Marine infantryman in 
a MCAGCTC exercise carrying full field 
gear, including helmet, armored vest, 
and gas mask, who is practicing over¬ 
drink. Experience at MCAGCTC shows 
that under Heat Condition IV Marines 


consistently consume between five and 
six gallons a day in the summer. This 
figure is not unusual. Adolph’s research 
indicates that in the early ’30s construc¬ 
tion workers on the Hoover Dam located 
on the Colorado River between Nevada 
and Arizona consumed up to b x A gallons 
of water a day. 

Based on these statistics, the 
MCAGCTC staff believes that no heat 
casualties is a realistic goal that can be 
achieved via the overdrink method. 
Commanders who strive for this goal, 
however, must be aware of two major 
factors: water weight and man load. 
For example, a gallon of water weighs 
a little over eight pounds. Thus five 
gallons weigh over 40 pounds. There 
are four quarts or canteens per gallon. 
Five gallons equates, therefore, to 20 
canteens of water. A Marine cannot be 
expected to carry 40 pounds of water 
during an exercise. (S.L.A. Marshall 
points out in his The Soldier's Load and 
the Mobility of a Nation that the total 
weight of a fighting man’s clothing, 
equipment, ammunition, weapon, water, 
and rations must not exceed 40 pounds.) 

Prior to leaving for the field, a Marine 
can consume two quarts of water with¬ 
out great discomfort. He can carry four 
full canteens with his web equipment, 
if required. Where the additional 16 
canteens or four gallons will come from 
can only be answered by the G-4. We can 
only say that the water must be pro¬ 
vided. 

In summary, the three major factors 
that affect Marines in the desert are: 
climatic temperatures, physical exertion, 
and body water. A commander cannot 
control the weather, and his mission 
often dictates the amount of physical 
exertion required of his troops. Of the 
three factors, the commander has the 
tnost influence and control over the 
replenishment of body water in his 
troops. In the end, a sensible command 
policy which emphasizes the proven over¬ 
drink method and is supported by an 
aggressive logistics system that will 
move water forward can result in zero 
heat casualties in any clime and place 
where Marines operate. 
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SOF Interviews 
General John K. Singlaub 

Continued from page 31 
that make a good leader in the military 
are at times irreconcilable with corpora¬ 
tion or management ethics. That officers 
have been taught to consider themselves 
and self-promotion before the integrity 
of the unit, the Army as a whole or of the 
country. In a sense, they see the Army’s 
modem leadership as being the same as 
in corporations, aggressive, nonethical, 
and concerned with the buck rather than 
the country or their manpower. “In an 
effort to learn modem business logistical 
management techniques, we have also 
picked up the ethics or lack of same in the 
military.” 

How do you feel about the officer 
corps today, and do you agree with their 
assessment? 

SINGLAUB; I think there’s certainly an 
element of truth in that. I have expressed 
concern through the years that this great 
emphasis on management that came 
about with the McNamara era, the idea 
that we could manage an armed force 
applying the techniques of big business, 
just doesn’t hold up in the execution. In 
my view, the ideas of system analysis 
have some benefits, but the trouble is 
that the people that are making the 
decisions on whether it is cost effective 


enough don’t understand that the effec¬ 
tiveness we should be measuring is war¬ 
time effectiveness, not peacetime effec¬ 
tiveness. And if these are civilian ap¬ 
pointees without any military back¬ 
ground, I question whether they are able 
to make a valid decision on the effective¬ 
ness of the system. They tend to think of 
it only in terms of today’s activity or 
tomorrow in a non-wartime situation. 



SOF: And you feel that this permeates 
the officer corps too? 

SINGLAUB: Yes, because we’ve been 
teaching systems analysis, because we’ve 
placed such great stress on numbers; if 
you can’t reduce it to numbers, it obvi¬ 
ously isn’t true. That it doesn’t make any 
difference whether you have fought a 


hundred battles and you know how men 
react, and how the enemy will react 
when applying certain pressure on him. 
That’s the military mind and it’s deni¬ 
grated by these managers, these super 
managers that McNamara introduced. 
They write out the people part of the 
whole equation because it can’t be 
quantified. But in fact, the Army is 
people, and managing people under 
stress in battle is what makes a good 
officer. It doesn’t make any difference 
whether or not he can compute the cost 
versus effectiveness of a given system; 
when you get into battle you have to 
have good weapons, but the most impor¬ 
tant thing is that you have good people 
and that they are well led. So I think there 
is an element there, and I have partici¬ 
pated in some seminars at Fort Leaven¬ 
worth a few years ago on several occa¬ 
sions in which I had the opportunity 
to talk directly with some of the younger 
officers, captains and majors, and I 
have to say that in the first case I was 
startled, shocked by the perception some 
of these officers had of the senior leader¬ 
ship and what it takes to get ahead. 
They had in their minds the idea that 
integrity had been eliminated from the 
qualities needed to be a good officer. 

SOF: That goes back to the business 
management scheme. 

SINGLAUB: That’s right and that’s a 
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very alarming thing to me. I found that 
these officers had the idea that the 
amounts of integrity were inversely 
proportional to the rank. I had to es¬ 
tablish or perhaps re-establish the idea 
that the first and most important quality 
of an arqied forces officer is integrity and 
compassion for your subordinates. 

SOF: What do you think about the new 
all-volunteer action army? 

SINGLAUB: There is this problem 
we’re having with many of our young 
soldiers coming into the armed forces; 
they’re coming in being sold on the idea 
that they’re going to a job, the goal of 
which is to learn a skill for use later. 
Well, if they go in with that idea, that 
they aren’t joining the Army to do things 
the Army needs them to do, to make the 
Army better and make it capable of fight¬ 
ing wars and winning them, we’re going 
to have less than fully motivated soldiers. 

Many of the senior leaders of the Army 
today complain to us at Forces Command 
that the quality of the enlisted soldier is 
less now than in any previous period, 
less than when we had the draft. But 
when you look at the statistics, and of 
course the civilians in Washington are 
looking at these statistics, you can say, 
?‘oh, no, this is a much better group 
because we have fewer category four 
people. We have more high school 
graduates than ever before.” Of course 


we don’t have that good leavening of 
college graduates that we had under the 
draft, but, nevertheless, when you mea¬ 
sure by normal statistics it appears that 
the Army is better than it ever was. 
But when it gets down to performance 
you find that they lack motivation and 
that’s a function perhaps of the recruit¬ 
ing sell that they’ve had. It’s also a 



“There isn’t any question that their tanks are 
superior to the M-60 tank, which Is the only 
one we have. We have a good tank on the 
drawing board but It hasn’t been produced.” 

function of the high schools or the whole 
educational system in the U.S. today. 

I’ll challenge you to find anybody in 
any of the schools in this area who’s 
ever failed a grade. You can’t fail ’em 
now. Teachers tell me that. We are 
graduating young men and women who 
are illiterate. Today the Army has had to 


change the writing in our field manuals. 
We had them at the eighth grade level 
and it’s too high. We’re now having to 
go to the fifth grade level to take care of 
all these high school graduates. That’s 
not a problem of the Army, it’s a problem 
for the Army. 

SOF: How do you feel gbout the rotation 
of individuals to and from overseas as¬ 
signments and/or war versus the con¬ 
cept of unit reassignment? Should a man 
stay with the unit he is trained in? Why 
or why not? 

SINGLAUB: In terms of the efficiency 
of the unit and probably in terms of 
winning battles, it would be best if an 
individual came into a unit and stayed 
with that unit his whole life. The Indian 
Army does that; the guy’s recruited into 
one company and stays in that same 
company for the term of his service. It 
increases the efficiency, I think it im¬ 
proves the morale, the esprit, but it 
certainly limits the opportunities for the 
individual because he’s stuck with the 
promotion opportunities of that specific 
unit rather than the total force. 

SOF: How about during war? 

SINGLAUB: Well, in time of war, there is 
a desire on the part of the personnel 
managers to give relief to those who are 
in battle. Now, you could rotate units 
back into the reserve as we did in World 
War n. A guy would join a unit and gen- 


NEW 


FROM 

IMPOSSIBLE ELECTRONICS 

MOST ADVANCED NIGHTSCOPE/ 
WEAPONSIGHT IN THE WORLD TODAY 



FOR FURTHER DETAILED 
INFORMATION SEND $3.00 TO= 

IMPOSSIBLE ELECTRONIC 
TECHNIQUES INC. 

BOX 232 WAYNE PA. 19087 
i'ZIS'687-5400 TWX : 510-668-2373 
CABLE IMPOSIBLE ADRP 


•totally anti-blooming 
•8QOOCVl-minimum gain 
•high performance optics 
catadioptric refractive 
•totally passive covert 
•high resolution 
•weaponsight models 
internal reticle externally 
adjustable for rigid 
mounting to any weapon 


82 


SOLMEK OF FORTUNE 







erally speaking he would stay with that 
unit unless he was wounded or there was 
a requirement for his skills in some other 
activity and he was transferred out. 
Many, many enlisted as well as officers 
spent the whole war with the same unit 
and the units were more efficient. 

When we went to the Korean War we 
had a female named Rosenberg, I think 
that was her name, as the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for Manpower and 
Reserve Affairs. It was her idea that we 
should not draft these people and keep 
them in for the duration plus, that there 
would be a rotation system. So we de¬ 
veloped a point system and once a person 
achieved 36 points he could be rotated 
back to the States. Under this systfem the 
turnover was just horrendous. 

It was just as bad in Vietnam only we 
didn’t make any distinction between a 
guy who was being shot at daily and a giiy 
who was serving in a rear area as we had 
in Korea. You know there was some rea¬ 
son for this, as you could get shot in one 
of these rear areas, too. But the rota¬ 
tion that that produced through a unit— 
in the time that I was there, almost 2Vi 
years, I would see units get ambushed at 
the same place time after time because 
their institutional memory disappeared 
under this type of rotation plan. All the 
leaders had gone, and they didn* *t know 
about that particular village and what 
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could happen if you went into it the way 
they went into it, and so the units weren’t 
very efficient with such a rapid rotation. 
I think that units turned over completely 
in much less than a year. 

So I believe that unit rotation in time 
of war is the best. I would like to see a 
unit stay together. 

SOF: One writer says the U.S.S.R. leads 
the U.S. in the critical fields of quality 



“The TOW Is a superb weapon system for 
knocking out tanks, but we don’t have enough 
of them .... It will be many years before we 
are able to give the Koreans . . . these TOW 
missiles In the quantities they need.’* 

and quantity of electronic warfare. We 
have traditionally given the Soviets the 
lead in quantity, claiming that we make 
up for it in quality. How do you feel about 
this? 

SINGLAUB: I would have to agree with 
that assessment that they have achieved 
both quantitive and qualitative superiori¬ 


ty in those areas. The capture of the 
Pueblo in 1968 undoubtedly gave a great 
boost to the Soviet electronic warfare 
activities and I’m sure they gained a lot 
from that. They have for a long time had 
a policy in the Soviet Union, the War¬ 
saw Pact, and the Far East and North 
Korean forces of relying less on radio 
communications and more on land lines 
that we do, because they learned that 
we had done such a good job in the 
electronic eavesdropping in World War 
II, and the Korean War, and they saw it 
clearly in the Vietnam War. They really 
went ahead and have developed a capa¬ 
bility there. In terms of the numbers 
of troops that they have committed to 
their electronic warfare, it is many, many 
times what we have committed, so they 
believe in it. They rely less heavily on 
radios so that they can resort to jamming. 
I do not know if they have any opera¬ 
tional anti-radiation missiles, called 
an arm missile, which homes in on 
radios, but in my mind, it’s logical to 
assume that they have. We’re vulnerable 
because of the VHF relay stations we 
have in Europe and the Far East. We also 
rely heavily on satellites, but the Soviets 
have the capability to knock down these 
satellites. I’m confident that they do 
have this qualitative as well ds quanti¬ 
tive superiority to us in the electronic 
area. 
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SOF: Do you feel this is critical? 
SINGLAUB: I do. 

SOF: They hold the edge in this area. 
Why? 

SINGLAUB: The system analysis people 
have come in and prevented us from 
building a communications network that 



“I think the most serious problem affecting 
the military .. . is the way in which the Admin¬ 
istration is trying to politicize the military.” 

would function in time of war. I think 
in Korea we have a perfect example of 
that. We have a very, very efficient 
communications network to enable us to 
communicate from our units on the line 
to Seoul and from Seoul down what is 
called the backbone communications 
network over to Japan and then it goes 
into satellites or onto cables and so forth. 
That’s vulnerable not only because it’s 
not encrypted right now, they can 
monitor it, but also because it’s a shot— 
a VHF shot across the Straits of Tushima 
between Korea and Japan. Soviet ships 
monitor that. They sit right in there and 
read everything we talk about. None of it 
encrypted, it’s too costly. They say it’s 
too costly. 

More important, it’s all above ground. 
All the communication centers with great 
elaborate computers that are so efficient 
in speeding up the traffic and so forth, 
they’re all sitting on top of the ground 
to be knocked out with a .45 caliber pistol, 
a subject that I’ve taken up with the 
people from OSD and the Army Com¬ 
munications Agency and the Defense 
Communications Agency. It is so damn 
dumb that any simple-minded person 
ought to be able to figure out those 
critical communications relay stations 
should be underground, inside a moun¬ 
tain, or at least protected in such a way 
that a guy with a grenade or a .45 pistol 
can’t go up and put us out of business. 
It really is a weakness and the fact that 
we rely on that, we don’t have land lines' 
to resort to, I think makes us very, ,very 
vulnerable in a real war. But I’ll tell you, 
in peacetime it’s a beautiful system. 
Can’t beat it. Only trouble with it—it 
enables the President to speak to division 
commanders or lower, and I don’t think 
that’s particularly good. 

SOF: It should go through the chain of 
command? 

SINGLAUB: That’s right, even in the 
Vietnam War, it was not uncommon at 
all for General Johnson, I mean President 



Johnson, to call and talk directly to a 
division commander. And in the instance 
that we had in 1976 in Korea, the people 
at the National Command Center, some 
of those appointed officials, not in the 
military chain of command, not even 
military trained were calling out and 
demanding that they be able to speak to 
the people in the joint security area. 
Well, I just told our communications 
officer that I would see that he was 
thrown out of the Army if he allowed one 
single call to pass through headquarters. 
When they would call up from Washing¬ 
ton, he would use some technical reason 
for why he wasn’t allowing them to go 
through. But if I’d allowed it as Chief- 
of-Staff, we’d have lost control and some¬ 
body who had no responsibility would 
have been issuing instructions in the 
Pentagon directly up to the guy who’s 
eyeball-to-eyeball with the enemy. 
And that’s the way to lose wars. 

SOF: McNamara started that in the ’62 
missile crisis, didn’t he? 

SINGLAUB: He did. He did it again in 
’65 in the Dominican Republic situation. 
He and his subordinates way down the 



“Many of the senior leaders of the Army to¬ 
day complain . . . that the quality of the en¬ 
listed soldier is less now than in any previous 
period, less than when we had the draft.” 

chain were insisting on talking to platoon 
leaders in Santo Domingo, the guy 
out on an outpost. And, of course, the 
meddling by these same people in the 
Mayaguez incident were some of these 
faceless, nonelected appointees in the 
National Military Command Center. One 
because he was a civilian appointee and 
an Assistant or Deputy Assistant Secre¬ 
tary of Defense came in and was ordering 
the pilot—he was actually talking to the 
pilot who was flying a mission over the 
Mayaguez, and he says, “Now, make 
another pass at that ship and see if you 
can identify whether the individuals 
standing on the bow are Caucasians or 
orientals.” You know that’s the type of 
thing the pilot would have reported any¬ 
way—but here a civilian in the Pentagon, 
without regard to the whole chain of 
command, was issuing instructions to a 
pilot and, of course, you know, the 
Mayaguez situation was just—it was a 
great thing for the nation because we 
needed some kind of victory after 
the Vietnam surrender to boost morale, 
but the way it w^s handled by the civilian 
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side was nearly a total disaster. I mean, 
we, in my personal opinion, we lost 
lives there unnecessarily because of 
meddling. 

SOF: The Israeli War showed that the 
Soviets had weapons, anti-tank weapons, 
that can be fired from undercover, inside 
vehicles, bunkers, without exposing the 
gunner while the U.S. does not. It is 
often assumed that the Russians are 
definitely ahead of us in tanks, but are 
they also ahead of us in anti-tank 
weapons as well? 

SINGLAUB: There isn’t any question that 
their tanks are superior to the M-60 tank, 
which is the only one we have. We have a 
good tank on the drawing board but it 
hasn’t been produced. Again, we’re sav¬ 
ing money and they, the Soviets, have 
had three if not four generations of tanks 
in the time that we’ve fielded the M-60. 
The M-60s are older than the troops that 
are manning them right now. 

Now, in the anti-tank missile area, I’m 
not prepared to say that the Sagger or 
the Swatter anti-tank missile that the 
Soviets have are superior in quality to 
our TOW and Dragon systems. 

SOF: How about quantities then? 
SINGLAUB: Quantities, I think they 
probably have a superior quantity of 
them. We are producing more TOWs, 
more Dragons, and they are going to 
troops. The TOW is a superb weapon 
system for knocking out tanks, but we 
don’t have enough of them, the produc¬ 
tion line is very low. It will be many 
years before we are able to give the 
Koreans, for example, these TOW 
missiles in the quantities that they need. 
We have an immediate threat just across 
the DMZ. So, generally speaking. I’m 
prepared to grant superiority in tanks and 
in armored personnel carriers. But I’m 
not prepared to say that qualitatively 
their anti-tank weapons are better than 
our TOW system. 

SOF: Okay, in control of the air, again 
we go back to the Israeli example. I keep 
referring to that, of course, because they 



“The capture of the Pueblo in 1968 undoubt¬ 
edly gave a great boost to the Soviet electronic 
warfare capability.” 

were using some of the latest Soviet and 
we were using the latest American equip¬ 
ment. I know it personally because they 
stripped our best F~4s off, the ones that 
had just come off the factory line and 
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hauled them off to Israel and we didn’t 
even have F-4s that had the proper ECM 
to go to war if we needed to when the 
alert came through. But again with 
Israel, the Soviets with superior anti-air 
weapons formed a “bubble” over their 
armored units. Allied aircraft could not 
penetrate until tanks and artillery 
knocked out the anti-air weapons. A 
NATO scenario calls for Army to fire at 
radars and jam them, making a corridor 
through which Allied aircraft flying at 
less than 200 feet could penetrate to hit 
enemy tanks and get out. The Army and 
the Air Force have not coordinated this 
activity. There is very little training 
along these lines. 

SlNGLAUB: If you're talking about air 
defense rather than control of the ait, I 
will give the Soviets superiority. They 
have more missile systems than we have. 
Their SA-2, SA-3, SA-6, 8 and so forth, 
these are complementary systems. Un¬ 
fortunately, with our systems analysis, 
we have to select one system and—and 
go all for that. We don't have any over¬ 
lapping systems, you see, so that if a 
means can be devised of spoofing or 
evading our Hawk missile system, then 
they’re through us, you see, because we 
don't have anything that is on a little 
different technology to fill the gap. 

SOF: The author of that piece went 
through what he calls the “Rain Dance.” 


He Says that every time they came up 
with some of the subjects, the answer 
was, “Well, in three to five years we’ll 
have this system or that system,” and 
he says they’re always planning wars 
three to five years in advance but not 
using today’s technology and today’s 
systems. 

SlNGLAUB: That’s right, the present 


“The system analysis people have come in and 
prevented us from building a communications 
network that would function in time of war.” 

civilian leadership in the Department of 
Defense, you know, is largely a product 
of McNamara. Secretary Brown is Secre¬ 
tary of Defense now and was one of 
McNamara's fairheaded boys and worked 
not only in DDR&E but also then became 
Secretary of the Air Force, so he is really 
well trained in some of these McNamara 


techniques. They tend to count weapon 
systems that are on the drawing board 
rather than systems in the hands of 
troops. As far as I'm concerned it's 
simply not an argument to talk about 
our XM-I tank opposed to the T-72 be¬ 
cause by the time we have the XM-1 
tank out on the field I don’t know what 
tank they're going to have. But it's prob¬ 
ably going to be a better one. Is the 
M-60, which is what is in the hands of 
our troops, equal to or better than the 
T-72? And the answer to that question is 
no, it isn’t. 

SOF: In fact, keeping along those lines, 
just for your information, the joke going 
around NATO that these men reported 
was that the U.S. plans to fight a war 
in Europe by flying imaginary troops in 
nonexisting airplanes to airbases already 
destroyed at the command of head¬ 
quarters that no longer exist. 

SlNGLAUB: Well, there is sufficient 
truth in that to remove the humor from 
it, I'm afraid. 

SOF: What action should the U.S* take 
in regards to Africa, specifically in Rho¬ 
desia, South Africa, South West Africa 
and Walvis Bay? What is the significance 
of Africa? 

SlNGLAUB: The significance of Africa is 
the natural resources that they possess 
that the western world needs. The Soviets 
are anxious to get this, not in all cases 
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because they need those resources, but 
because they know if they can deny them 
to us, they can achieve some of their 
aims. 

About 50 percent of free-world petro¬ 
leum moves through the Gulf of Aden and 
now the Gulf of Aden is under the control 
of the Soviets. They occupy both Yemens, 
and they have Babel Imendeb, which is 
the strait between Ethiopia and the 
Arabian Peninsula. It's a very narrow 
strait, very easy to control, and both sides 
of that are now controlled by the Soviets. 

I think that the Soviets and their sur¬ 
rogates are playing a very interesting 
game. I think that the disinformation 
which is being disseminated about 
Southern Africa, placing all emphasis on 
an emotional black-white basis, is very 
clever on their part, because it’s easy to 
sell that type of emotionalism. Our 
Ambassador to the United Nations has 
been a great participant in this disinfor¬ 
mation program. For him to say that the 
Cuban troops are adding stability to 
Africa and to support the Marxist re¬ 
gimes in Mozambique and some other 
places and to try to blame some of the 
assassinations that took place in Rhodesia 
on Ian Smith is shocking. 

SOF: He was running around killing bis 
own missionaries? 

SINGLAUB: That’s just what the world 
thinks now, because our Ambassador has 
said it publicly and it’s going to take a 
long time before the real truth of what’s 
going on in that part of Africa comes 
out. I’m not an expert in that part of the 
world, but it doesn’t take a great genius 
to know that the tack that our U.N. 
Ambassador has taken is wrong and it 
certainly doesn’t take any great genius to 
know that the resources in that part of the 
world are so essential to the western 
world that we have to get serious about 
it and solve some of the problems there. 

We can’t use as the motivation for our 
policies in Africa the emotions of fear and 
guilt. Those are not appropriate in.deal¬ 
ing in international relations. They're 
not even appropriate for an individual. 
The United States needs to work with the 
British, and others to come up with a 
solution that takes into account the 
aspirations of the blacks in Africa and at 
the same time doesn’t allow the etaiotion- 
alism that the Soviets are advocating to 
take over. We have to recognize that 
because a leader is black does not mean 
that he is preserving human rights. We 
only have to look at a few of the leaders 
in Africa now to see that the suppression 
of human rights is greater under those 
black leaders than it ever was under the 
more compassionate colonial administra¬ 
tion. 
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Ralph Slximilian 5 AjwntuH: T) Invenfcx 

The Man Behind Tekna 


fcy MRIvteDougaJd 


In this ‘throwaway’ era, quality has 
taken a backseat to marketing: every¬ 
thing from nosewipes to engine blocks 
can be discarded with impunity. Where 
then does one find old fashioned crafts¬ 
manship coupled with reliable tech¬ 
nology? The answer seems to be in small 
concerned companies, usually proprietor¬ 
ships, dealing in specialty items. They 
can be located with a little patience. Be¬ 
cause most professional adventurers 
would rather have a state-of-the-art 
product than an also-ran, we like to 
share knowledge of products or processes 
that qualify as excellent value for money. 

If you have bought “bargain” whiskey, 
clothes, guns or cars, then you already 
know you usually get what you pay for. 

At 1977’s NSGA (National Sporting 
Goods Association) Show, I encountered 
a small, dedicated company called Tekna. 
Tekna makes undemater specialty pro¬ 
ducts of such excellent quality and de¬ 
sign, that I made a mental note to re¬ 
search them more thoroughly. 

On a recent swing through northern 
California, I called Ralph Shamlian, 
Tekna’s founder and president, and 
asked if I could inspect his plant. He 
agreed. 

Located in Menlo Park, the factory was 
pretty much what I expected. It, like the 
products it produces, is compact and 
functional. After getting the deluxe 
tour, I asked Shamlian how he became an 
inventor. Shamlian is many things, but 
he ain’t shy. He gave me a giant mug of 
Lap Sang Su Chong tea, explaining that 
Winston Churchill liked it because it was 
the only kind he could taste over his 
famous stogies. And led me away from 
production noise into his overstuffed 
office. Not overstuffed furniture, mind 
you, simply brimful of artifacts from a 
creative mind. Prototypes and pre-pro¬ 
duction models abounded. Artist’s 
conceptions of future projects dominated 
one wall, a workbench the other. 


Shamlian’s background typifies 
that of the professional adventurer. 
Born in Seattle and raised in Santa Cruz, 
he became interested in martial arts as a 
high school senior and received his judo 
brown belt in just seven months. He 
wasn’t good at and didn’t like team 
sports. After high school, he studied 
Kung Fu and Shoto Kan karate for about 
a year and a half and earned a brown belt 



Above: Shamlian in shorlnryugi (uniform). He 
now teaches other instructors subtler points of 
his art. 


in the latter during that brief time. He 
began competing in tournaments, but 
they were poorly disciplined in those 
days; thus he returned to judo until late 
1968. He quit martial arts in 1969 when 
his instructor died. In 1975, he returned 
to martial arts, reviewed several schools, 
and settled on one that emphasized 
fighting. His instructor was former 
Middleweight National Champion, 


Below: Tekna’s new regulator. Compactness 
and reliability are strongpoints, claims in¬ 
ventor. 



Shoriri-Ryu fourth dan (degree) Tony 
Reyes. 

Shamlian, who has the energy of an 
ocean-going tug, devoted himself entirely 
to the discipline and became a Sho 
Dan (first degree) black belt in a mere 
23 months. He is working toward Ni 
Dan (second degree) and is teaching un¬ 
armed knife and gun defense to karate 
students and teachers. 

Shamlian attended San Jose State 
College, studying business and philo¬ 
sophy, and graduated in 1969. He had 
thoughts of law school, but got in¬ 
ordinately drunk with a Navy buddy one 
night and decided instead to build a 
small submarine. Asked if either had 
experience in sub building, Shamlian 
smiled. They did some intense research 
and six months later constructed a work¬ 
ing sub in an egg-warming shed in the 
middle of a pasture. 

Some big money boys heard of the 
venture and bankrolled the inventors. 
Within five years, Farallon, as it came to 
be called, was grossing $2 million a year 
and was awarded six patents. Shamlian 
and associates developed five types of 
diver propulsion vehicles (DPV) currently 
in use by 14 military forces, including 
our own. 

Tekna, founded in 1976, is doubling 
every year. Tekna’s philosophy? Simplify 
and miniaturize all gear without reduc¬ 
ing strength or reliability. “We prefer no 
moving parts,” explained Shamlian, 
“failing that, we settle for one moving 
part.” 


Tekna produces a small but growing 
line of specialty underwater gear. Two 
compact flashlights, Tekna-LiteTM and 
Tekna-Lite II,TM are of most interest to 
the general buying public. The former’s 
small size belies its power. It contains 
four ni-cad rechargeable penlight bat¬ 
teries and the on/off “switch” is nothing 
more complicated than rotating the lens 
assembly turn. 


The Tekna-Lite IIhouses two stan¬ 
dard penlight batteries. A flashing bulb, 
supplied with the flashlight, serves as an 
emergency beacon. In all other ways it 
resembles its big brother. 

At the factory, I was allowed to try and 
break either flashlight. I began by throw¬ 
ing both models against the nearest wall. 
Nothing broke. Next I tried to stomp one 
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into submission. Nothing broke. I finally 
took a hammer and managed to put a 
hairline crack in the body of the smaller 
flashlight. I was not able to shatter the 
LexanTM lens. I was given a sample of 
each to test over time and will report 
further on them about six months down 
the road. 

Next most interesting to the general 
buyer is a small, stainless sheath knife. 
The knife (as yet unnamed) reflects 
Shamlian’s many hundreds of hours 
spent underwater. Its compactness is 
evidenced by an overall length just shy of 
eight inches, with the blade about 3 V 2 
inches. Classic dirk (dagger) design was 
chosen for all round utility. A thong can 
be attached in one of the lightening holes. 
Stainless stock approximately 7/32 
inch thick makes the knife sturdy, but not 
bulky. The sheath, still in the pre-pro¬ 
duction stage is made of exotic plastic 
and will have a quick-release feature. The 
sheath will have spring-loaded keepers 
for its velcro straps. The spring load¬ 
ing is intended to accommodate pressure 
changes. 

Tekna makes two types of diving 
masks, two types of snorkels, some 
unique fins, and has just developed a new 
and compact pressure regulator, which 
can be field stripped in a couple of 
minutes. Also, claims Shamlian, the 
spring can cycle half a million times with- 


Above: Head-on view of manned DPV. 


Below: Working model of Diver Propulsion 
Vehicle used by ours, other armed forces. 



out failure. Since these devices are too 
specific for most readers, you are urged 
to write directly to the factory for speci¬ 
fications, etc. 

But the newest and perhaps most 
interesting happening at Tekna is still on 
the drawing boards. A full line of un¬ 
breakable flashlights for law enforcement 
and sophisticated sportsmen will be 
available soon. If these flashlights are as 
well made as Shamlian’s other pro¬ 
ducts, he will have to build a larger 
plant. 

Shamlian, at the request of the Re¬ 
public of Korea Armed Forces, trained 
tactical groups (equivalent to our SEAL 
teams) in 1972 on use of DPVs and 
specialized anti-personnel weapons for 
underwater recon/transport and also 
taught individual armed combat. He then 
went to Taiwan, again at government 
behest, to train their troops. Shamlian 
shoots small arms when time permits and 
gunsmiths as a hobby. He is on the 
Board of Advisors, National Association 
of Underwater Instructors, and! is Chair¬ 
man, National Scuba Advisory Com¬ 
mittee. Not too shabby for a man just in¬ 
to his 30s. TEKNA", Dept. SF, 3549 
Haven Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025. 
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The Ninja 

by Mile Giauvcn Tryfek 


Ninja: the undisputed masters of un¬ 
armed and armed combat. Ninja: the very 
name synonymous with invisibility, 
stealth, and blackgarbed silent death! A 
title not easily lived up to! 

A jpint design of Blackie Collins and 
Chris McLoughlin, Armament Systems/ 
Product, Unltd., produce the Ninja. The 
Ninja weighs 4Vi ounces. The blade is 
four inches long and one inch wide. 
Overall length is eight inches. The blade 
is hand hollow ground and constructed 
from 440-C steel. The handle is injection 
moulded, using “Lexan,” which is 
utilized in bullet proofing systems. 

It is supplied with an extremely 
interesting sheath and free size shoulder 
harness. The sheath is constructed of 
black leather and has a slip-over belt 
loop, which is retained on the sheath 
by a buckle. The buckle is also utilized 
in the free size shoulder harness mount¬ 
ing system. 

The shoulder harness system is of 
the back “X” type and may be worn 
left or right. It is simple to put on or 
remove.' Once in position, a sliding 
keeper is centered between the shoulders 
and the free end of the harness strap 
passed through a loop on the opposite 
harness end strap. The two meet just 
forward of the arm pit of your choice. 

One simply unbuckles the belt loop 
retaining strap from the sheath. Holding 
the sheath in a vertical position, you pass 
the free end of the harness strap through 
the buckle to the desired height and the 
Ninja is secured. 

Being slightly forward and having the 
tip of the scabbard just level with the 
pit, in an inverted carry position, results 
in an extremely fast withdrawal. 

Aside from the unique, versatile 
shoulder harness and sheath, its most 
intriguing aspect is the retention system, 
A leather-covered metal tab extends 
approximately IV 2 inches from the mouth 
of the sheath. Approximately 7ss of an 
inch from what one would consider the 
leading edge of the quillion shoulder is 
a steel sleeved hole moulded into the 
handle. Projecting from the tab is a steel 
pin which, when the Ninja is sheathed, 
indexes into the handle hole perfectly. 

Drawing is performed by grasping the 
handle and simply pressing the tab 
away from the handle, simultaneously 
withdrawing the Ninja. When the knife 
is* reinserted into the sheath, the edge 
of the guard or quillion area will con¬ 
tact the locking stud. At this moment, 
the thumb again presses the tab away 



from the handle, and the blade slides to 
rest with the stud again perfectly indexed 
in the stud hole. 

A few repetitive draws and one in no 
time feels comfortable. As the Ninja 
instructions state: “Practice makes per¬ 
fect.” 


In weight, dimension, and availability, 
Gerber Mk I and Morseth #8 boot knives 
will probably come to mind first in com¬ 
parison with the Ninja with most readers. 
The Morseth #8 is a well-constructed 
knife. The Morseth laminated blade is 
well known; the #8 has a 64 Rockwell 
hardness and is available with red, 
green, or black micarta handle. 8Vi 
inches overall, one inch wide with a 
4 I /s-inch blade, it weighs 4.5 ounces, 
but it involves a one-year waiting period 
and an outlay of around $85.00. With 
the economy being what it is, need I 
say more! Also, the #8’s sheath is in¬ 
adequate, requiring owner ingenuity 
and thought. 

Before the Ninja was produced, the 
Gerber Mk I filled a gap that had been 
around for a long time. 8% inches over¬ 
all, Vs inch wide, 47s-inch blade length 
in the stiletto fashion, the Mk I comes 
with a good sheath, with a thumb-break 
release, which features a clip that readily 
attaches to boot or belt. I have a medium 
hand span, and find its handle too small. 
I usually wrap mine with “550” cord— 
or for the non-jumpers—parachute 
suspension line. 

At currently around $38.00, it is 
undoubtedly closest to the Ninja in size, 
weight, and price. I’ve owned five, 
given most away as gifts overseas, the 
last to a young veteran of the Entebbe 
R^id. A Gerber Mk I did me excellent 
service, incapacitating two muggers on 
a rainy night two years ago. Pm sure 
the Ninja would have served me equally 
well if it had beeri available. 

One note on the Gerber Mk I sheaths. 
Beware of English bulldogs residing in 
Missouri! While visiting Dan Snyder, 
Civil War historian and knife buff, 
formerly of Roswell, NM, his bulldog, 
Lady, totally cdnsumed my Mk I sheath 
with the exception of the retaining clip 
and thumbbreak reinforcement tab. 
At last report, Lady was wagging about 
in search of more casually laid down 
Gerbers. 

The Ninja is new* radical in concept, 
and at $44.95, including the shoulder 
harness, deserves more than a cursory 
look. It’s good, fills the hand well, and 
likewise should fill your needs adequate- 

iy- 

The Ninja is available from Armament 
Systems/Products, Unltd., P.O. Box 
18595, Atlanta, Georgia 30326, and from 
Phoenix Associates, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, Colorado 80306. 
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LETTER 

Describes trends in assasinations, 
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Box 67, St. Charles, MO 63301, U.S.A. 


Brand new! Made for the U. S Aimed 
Forces—not foreign copies. SaliEfacSinn or 
your money back. 

U. S. Military Knives 



Marine Corps Combat Knife: 7" parkerized 
blade. The handle and sheath are treated 
with preservative to prevent fungus, rot, 
etc. Order No. l-F-112. $12.95 each. 

Air Force Survival Knife: 5" saw-backed 
blade of tough parkerized steel, leather 
handle and hammer butt. Leather sheath 
with lanyard and sharpening stone. Order 
No. l-F-i 10.$11.50 each. 



U. S. Army Machete: Made by Ontario for 
the U. S. Army. 18" parkerized blade. Order 
No. l-F-105 $7.50 each. 


COMMANDO! 



Limited supply from British Military 
contract overrun. NATO contract number 
stamped on the guard. These brand new 
knives are the genuine, original British 
Commando pattern designed by the famous 
Captain Fairhairn. Comes with original 
metal tipped sheaths. Order No. l-F-113. 
$18.95 each. 

Send $1.00 for complete catalog. 


We ship your order same day received! 
Please include $1.00 per order fur shipping 
ATLANTA CUTLERY CORPORATION 
Box 639 g Conyers. Georgia 3 0207 
Order Anytimef {404} 922 3700 


Continued from page 79 
I believe most of your readers will 
agree that America must put her own 
house in order. Communists, traitors and 
their stooges must be rounded up and 
banished from our shores. Then and only 
then can the U.S.A. give her friends in 
Rhodesia, South Africa and elsewhere 
the full military and financial support 
they so desperately need. 

To accomplish this, we may indeed 
need a second American Revolution. 

A Vietnam Vet for Victory, 

Jim Davis 

Orlando, Florida KM 
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Individually Crafted And Num¬ 
bered Soldier Of Fortune Belt 
Buckles In Solid Bronze For 
Only $14.95. 



These buckles are made by Lost Wax Products 
Each buckle is made in wax and the wax is 
placed in a mold, then melted out of the mold 
and the moulten bronze is poured in, after 
which each bronze buckle is individually 
polished and numbered. The Buckles were 
designed by W. R. Vielehr, and carved by 
E. K. Field, both of whom are nationally 
exhibiting sculptors. 

ORDER YOUR COLLECTOR’S 
ITEM TODAY 
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LEARN 

The New Pistolcraft 

At Jeff Cooper's 
API Training Center 

The American Pistol Institute is now accepting 
applications for training of police, military and 
civilian students (with proper credentials) at the 
new 120-acre training center Basic course 
teaches you to shcot carefully and quickly; to hit 
single, multiple and moving targets; to move cor¬ 
rectly; to maintain continuity of action; to re¬ 
spond properly to the unexpected; and much 
more. Unique, proven teaching method quickly 
imparts the decisive skills of modern defensive 
pistolcraft. 

FOR 8-PAGE BROCHURE, SEND $1 to: 

The American Pistol Institute 
BOX 401-F, Paulden,AZ 86334 . 
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Guns 
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Here 


LEARN AT HOME 
IN SPARE TIME 


NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE NEEDED- 


As a "‘gun professional” you will be an expert in ballistics and 
reloading. Know how to accurize, customize, repair almost any 
firearm; custom-make ammunition, rechoke ^ 
shotguns, fit and finish stocks. Know where 
to buy rifles, pistols, shotguns and acces¬ 
sories at lowest wholesale prices! 

Start your own business full or spare time, 
or work in gun shop, sports or discount store 
for firearms manufacturer, distributor or 
importer. Survey shews that 57.8% of grad¬ 
uates seeking employment have found 
jobs or started their own business. 



START MAKING MONEY 
ALMOST IMMEDIATELY! 

We show you how to apply for Fedgra) 

Firearms license so you can buy artd.’selt 
guns while still a student. In addition, we jjjl 

arrange tor monthly "bulletins’' listing guns, 
scopes, ammo, and accessories at below- 
wholesa le "closeout'' prices [nclllded With CoUTSe! 

|H0> ^ 4 f-M B,G GUN PR0 TOOL. KIT — contains 

" P| precision gauges, fine gunsmith's screw- 

drivers, honing stones, checkering tools, 

I m new simplified Ballistics Charts. 

‘w* 1 * Calculators — everything you need) 

^ PLUS . . . WITH YOUR FIRST LESSON — 
Y Powley High Velocity Trajectory Chert 
f\ improves your marksmanship dramatically! 

U Your friends won’t believe their eyes when 

■ [ they see how your shooting improves 

almost overnight. 

FREE GUN PRO "CAREER KIF No cost, 

1 No obligation. No salesman will call. 

["“7’ra!»!>»</ (or (hr Future thronuh Home St ud))” 

I North American School of Firearms, Dept. RSOA8 
j 4500 Campus Drive, University Plaza, Newport Beach, CA 92663 
| Rush me information telling how I may become a GUN PRO. 

I WAMF ACE 

1 innectc 



l C,TY - 
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REQUIREMENTS 30* per word per insertion, includ¬ 
ing name and address—minimum charge $6.00. Copy 
must be accompanied by remittance. Mail td SOL¬ 
DIER OF FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boul¬ 
der, CO 80306. Insertion will not be made without 
payment. We reserve the right to delete or change 
any copy which we determine to be objectionable. 
Please type or print all ads. We do not furnish proofs. 
Include name and address in counting number of 
words. Post office, zip code and state, each count as 
words. Abbreviations such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc. 
each count as one wbrd. Hyphenated words are 
counted as two words. 


WORLDWIDE JOB OPPORTUNITIES! High Pay, 
Skilled or Unskilled. Live like a King. Thousands of 
Openings. Complete Information on Countries, 
Wages, How to AppHy. $3.00 for all! Employment 
Services, P.O. Box 91156, Tacoma, WA 98491. 

WANTED: Employment as mercenary in Latin 
America. Letters in Portuguese or Spanish. Contact 
Gigante, Box 5 60, 80,00Q-Ctba.-P r.. Brasil. 

wTwTTT GERMAN NEWSREELS of the great battles 

on Super 8 sound film, complete and uncut from 
original source materials. Send for free brochure. 
International Historic Films, Box 29035, Chicago, IL 
60629. 

CONSPIRACY DIGEST—World’s most sophisticated 
journal for conspiracy researchers. Sample $2.95. 
SUPPRESSED TRUTH REVIEW: catalog of rare 
books on conspiracy theory of history. $1.00. Box 
766-A, Dearborn, Ml 48121. __ 

BECOME PART TIME GUNDEALER! “Obtaining 
Federal Firearms License” complete information 
(illustrated 1978 Edition)—$1.00! “Gun Dealer’s 
Directory of Wholesalers” responsive, interested 
sources (guaranteed)—$1.00! “Concealed Weapon 
Permits” apply right first time—$1.00! ALL THREE 
BOOKLETS—$2.50! MESA, Drawer 9045-FN, 
Steamboat Springs, Colorado 80477. 

ILLUSTRATED VIETNAM GOVT. SURPLUS cata- 
log, including a photo booklet, ‘Vietnam Photos.” 
All for $2.00 and postpaid. War Shop, RD #1, Box 
154, Milford, DL 19963. _____ 

AIR SUPPORT & AIR DEFENSE control, fixed wing 
&helo. All aspects aviation operations. Jay, 15118 
118th Trail, Ju piter, FL 33458 . (305) 746-2768. 

PILOT, 30, commercial, helicopter, instrument, 
ASEL, AMEL. 4,800 hrs. total. 1,800 hrs. combat 
flying Vietnam ’67, ’69. Hazardous flying*experience 
in Bells, Alouettes, etc. Marksman hand and shoul¬ 
der weapons. SCUBA experience. Desire employ¬ 
ment as merdenary-adventurer. Will travel any¬ 
where, anytime, you pay travel expenses. Have 
passport and foreign experience. Write S. Douglas, 
P.O. Box 8451, Salt Lake City, Utah 84108. 

VAST STOCK of O.P. and hard to find books on the 
art of war. Many on meres’ activities. Lists issued 
regularly. $1.00 ea. Refundable with purchase. 
Chas. Arinegan, P.O. Box 2912l, L.A., CA 90029. 

UNDERGROUND STORAGE-of firearms and val- 
uables, old/new methods of underground security; 
plus PLANS! Only $1.00. MESA, Drawer 9045-FC, 
Steamboat Springs, Colorado 80477. 

THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM is an action-packed 
new hardedver book by Harold R. Moroz. Must read¬ 
ing for patriotic, defense-minded Americans, notably 
SEA and Vietnam veterans. Includes photos. Order 
now and get your copy personally autographed by 
the author. Send $10.00 to H. R. MOROZ, P.O. Box 
313, Franklin Square, NY 11010. 

CAMOUFLAGE CLOTH ING^ Portuguese Angola 

type, French airbbrnd issue, Algeria Lizard pattern 
smobks, pahts, blgeard caps. Indonesian green/ 
camouflage reversible smock. Iranian leafy pattern 
suit similar to W.W. II U.S.M.C. in pattern. Malayan 
suit. Several types of Waffen SS spotty pattern 
reversible smocks, pants (genuine). Patterns from 
all bver the world always in stock. EMBLETON, 25 
Southwell Park Road, CAMBERLEY, SURREY, 
ENGLAND. 


FOR SALE OR TRADE: Rhodesian badges, emblems, 
uniforms. Other inquiries invited. Cpt. Joe Smith, 
16 Ledo Court, Corner 7th Ave. and Selous St., 
Salisbury, Rhodesia. 

FOR SALE OR TRADE: Rhodesian militaria. Write 
Jake Taylor, 78 Denhigh Ave., Belvedre, Salisbury, 
Rhodesia. 

WANTED: SWAT manuals, urban warfare informa¬ 
tion. For SOF research project. Contact editor, 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. 

1979 ONCE FIRED REMINGTON PLASTIC EMPTY 
SHOT SHELLS in brass express 2% inch 12 and 20 
ga. Also 410 ga. in 3 inch at $12.50 per 500 or $24.00 
per 1000 or $69.00 per 3000 or $110.00 per 5000- 
Zip codes above 55000 add $1.50 per each 500, above 
90000 add $2.50 per each 500—New York delivery 
add tax—Continental U.S.A. shipping only. Send 
S.A.S.E. or 75® for Complete 1979 list and prices to 
C&D Sport Shop, 510 Francis St., Herkimer, NY 
13350. 

BRASS KNUCKLES—GENUINE! Not a mickey- 
mouse imitation! Heavy, solid brass! $15, 2/$25. 
No checks! Atlantic, Box 12627-S, Charleston, SC 
29412. 

SILENCERS—Write for Bulletin Number one. 
Explains theory and practice. Send only $3.00 to 
RPL, Box 2085, Carolina, PR 00630. 

DEPENDABLE PISTOL, RIFLE CLIPS. Made in the 
U.S. For up to date production list send $2.00 cover 
charge. Other countries send sufficient for Air Mail. 
D & E MAGAZINES MFG., P.O. Box 4579-B, 
Downey, CA 90241. 

WANTED: Need photography to go with your news 
or action story? I have the ability to film BOTH sides 
of any story. Have passport, will travel. Reasonable 
rates. Don C. McKay, 13453 McCumsey Road, Clio, 
Ml 48420. Phone 1-313-686-2387. 

MIDWEST SURVIVALISTS retreat acres at af¬ 
fordable prices, survival training, survival news 
letter, more. Live Free, Inc., P.O. Box 743, Harvey, 

IL 60426. 

ATTENTION: Covert I.D. Togs, in dual languages 
with Notification System. Choose your code name for 
this black anodized metal tag. Also Mail Forwarding 
and Key return Systems. FREE Details: ADVEN¬ 
TURERS INTERNATIONAL, P.O. Box 2002, Mission 
Viejo, CA 92690. 

TWO CAPABLE COMMANDOS: combined 20 years 
military—68 months Infantry/Rangers/S.F. Indo¬ 
china; long range penetration, hunter-killer; high 
risk “dirty work” mission wardens. Ace Operations, 
1007 Stewart #19, Seattle, WA 98101. 

CAMOUFLAGE CLOTHING South African P.A.T.U. 
suit, French Algerian Lizard pattern suit, French 
airborne and Foreign Legion jackets, British air¬ 
borne smock, Portuguese Angola suit, West German 
splinter pattern postwar suit (not common border 
guard issue), Indonesian reversible jacket. Many pat¬ 
terns from all over the world. Write your specific 
wants. Embleton, 25 Southwell Park Road, Camber- 
ley, Surrey, England. Phone (areacode 0276) 63000. 

NEW PALADIN CATALOG. Comprehensive list of 
U.S. and foreign books: guns, silencers, unusual 
weapons, knife fighting, survival, guerrilla warfare, 
explosives, demolition, ordnance, self-defense, 
technical manuals, field manuals, field crafts. Many 
unusual, hard-to-find books. Send $2.00 for fasci¬ 
nating catalog. Paladin Press, Box 1307-SFC, Boul¬ 
der, Colorado 80306. 

LE MERCENAIRE! An intelligence newsletter 
written by and for meres and men looking lor action. 
Keep on top of trends add hot spots. A must for the 
pro. Sample $1.00 or $9.00 per year. 540 Charles 
St., Aurora, IL60506. 

GENUINE BRASS KNUCKLES. 6 solid oz. of the real 
thihg. No cheap imitations, these heavy weight 
sluggers are cast in pure, gleaming Brass. Just right 
for the collector of fine military hardware. Yours 
for only $12.95 post paid. Send to: “KNUCKS,” 
Dept. A, P.O. Box 81022, Atlanta, GA 30366. 


“REMEMBER KOLWEZP’ vinyl bumper stickers 3 
for $1. Smell window stickers 10 for $1. WHITE OAK, 
Dept. SF, P.O. Box 7095, Montgomery, AL 36107. 

CASH FLOW, multiplying process. A program that 
works while you’re away. Full details, remit $12, 
noncheck, refundable to P.O. Box 83, Valier, PA 
15780. _ 

WANTED—Collectibles and contacts re: Foreign 
Legion; French Colonial; China Service; Mercenaries. 
Gene Christian, 3849 Bailey Ave.. Bronx, NY 10463. 
SIEGRUNEN—The Waffen-SS Historical Journal. 
Photo-illustrated. 4 issues $5.25. Landwehr, Box 70, 
Mt. Reuben Rd., Glendale, Oregon 97442. 

WANTED—MERC WORK. 4 years armor (Brit.) 
Ferret-Centurion. Para and S.A.S. freefall courses. 
Blasting cert. 6 years in Africa, Canadian and Brit, 
passports. Excellent health. Seeks work in Africa. 
Contact: G. Martin, 205-800 Wolseley, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada R39167. 

HAVE OVERPOWERING SELF-CONFIDENCE IN 

40 DAYS through graphotherapy (simple handwriting 
alteration)! Clinically tested internationally and prov¬ 
en effective. Get tough mentally first! $5.00 for the 
guts of 30 years of research. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Psycho-Graph S, 9701 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 710, 
Beverly Hills, CA90212. __ 

HOROSCOPES CAST, know the future, understand 
the past. Do you have a powerful Mars? Find out! 
Two day service. Ken Rozika, Box 142, Hazleton, 
Indiana47640. Phone812-784-2281. 

BULLET-PROOF VESTS. Light weight Kevlar, 
totally concealable. Protection up to and including 
44 Mag. point blank. Custom fit available. $90 and 
up. Rennwaffe, Inc., P.O. Box 2116, Pikeville, KY 
41501. 


LEAR-JET S.W.A.T. TEAM available anywhere in 
the world 24 hrs. Anti-hijacking, anti-kidnapping, 
anti-terrorism, medi-vac, all forms of protection. Fly 
anything, anywhere, anytime. My plane or yours. 
Swift, silent, and confidential transportation of per¬ 
sons or property. Will outrun most fighters. CAP¬ 
TAIN MIDNITE, P.O. Box 11365, Las Vegas, NV 
89111. 

ANTI-TERRORIST PROTECTION SERVICE: Let 

us protect you from kidnap and assassination. Pro¬ 
tect yourself and your family. Contact: Mr. Cupid, 
P.O. Box 431, Perrysburg, OH 43551. 

SURVIVAL/SELF-SUFFICIENT LIVING with the 
right tools, foods and publications. Gerber knives, 
Mountain House freeze-dried and Long Life de¬ 
hydrated foods packed for long-term (10-15 years 
plus) storage, lightweight customized Medikits, 
pocket water filters and much more. Send $2.00 
(refundable with first order) for color illustrated 
catalog to: ALIA, INC., Box 8411, Dept. SF, Ashe¬ 
ville, NC 28804. Inquiries regarding customized 
“Survivbr Cache” kits welcomed. 

SURVIVAL / COMBAT / SELF-DEFENSE / WIL- 
DERNESS LIVING / GUERRILLA WARFARE . . . 
books / manuals. Largest catalog of its kind— $1.00 
... Ken Hale (SOF-100), McDonald, Ohio 44437. 

1978 INDY P ACECAR CORVETTE. New, stored, 
all options $25,000.00. Dave Kish: days 713-768-1211, 
evenings 713-753-2990. 

COUNTER-TERRORISM—Tactics recommended by 
U.S. Dept, of Justice, State Dept,, CIA. Latest 
federal research findings. $4.00. Alpha-1, 24112 
Pandora, El Toro, CA 92630. 

SAN FRANCISCO ASSISTANCE sTiTTfORMATION 

—Send Self Addressed Stamped Envelope with brief 
of assistance or information desired. If we do not help 
or provide information, no charge. Write: ASSIS¬ 
TANCE & INFORMATION SAN FRANCISCO, P.O. 
BOX 29205, San Francisco, California 94129. 

ADVENTURERS—clandestine and concealed weap¬ 
ons systems and survival aids for your profession or 
hobby. New catalog, brochures and listings of pro¬ 
fessional quality equipment and books. Send a dollar 
(refundable) to: A.S.P.. P.O. Box 18595-S, Atlanta, 
GA 30326. 
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EXOTIC MATERIAL—makes possible non-metal 
knife in classic double edged boot knife design; 
makes an excellent “letter opener," "fingernail 
cleaner" etc. $15.00 includes knife, shipping and 
insurance to: A.S.P., P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 
30326. ___ 

BRASS KNUCKLES—just like the ones you lost way 
back when ... except these are aluminum. $6.00 each 
or 3/$15.00 to: A.S.P., P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 
30326. 

KNIFE THROWING: SPORT . . . SURVIVAL . . . 
DEFENSE—by Blackie Collins is the most informa¬ 
tive book you'll ever find on this subject. For your 
copy, send $5.00 plus 50® postage to: A.S.P., P.O. 
Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

HIDE-OUT RIG is the attachment that you’ve always 
wanted for wearing your extra/backup knife or gun 
holster on your ankle or forearm for concealed carry. 
The rig is made of comfortable suede leather, is 
adjustable, and fastens positively with Velcro. To 
order send $5.00 to: A.S.P., P.O Box 18595, Atlanta, 
GA 30326. 

MAD MAN’ITbOOK OF FORMULAS: How to make, 

step-by-step goodies like knockout drops, explosives, 
silencers, poisons and many others. A must in com¬ 
pleting your library. Second Printing at $9.95. Act 
Now. Jim Multaler, 1858 West Arrow St., Milwau¬ 
kee, Wisconsin 53204. 

CANNON AND HOBBY FUSE, 3/32” diameter, 
waterproof. New, different, better, 10 feet $1.00— 
34 feet $3.00—58 feet $5.00 postpaid. Other goodies. 
Catalog 25®. Zeller Enterprises, Drawer W-2X, 
Wickenburg, AZ 85358. 

SUBMACHINE GUN SHOOTS BBs! Hard hitting at 
3000 RPM! Powered by freon or compressed air. 
Kill small varmints or practice automatic weapons 
techniques safely and economically. Legal. NO 
MINORS! $31.95 postpaid with 15 day money back 
guarantee! Send cashier’s check or M.O. only to: 
ACS, Box 6782SF, B’ham, AL 35210. _ 

FREE, Become A Gun Dealer in Your Own Home! 
Instructions, Application Forms; $2.00 or FREE with 
ATF New Gun Dealers 23 Chapter Instruction 
Course; $4.95, Federal Firearms Laws; $2.00, Your 
State Gun Laws; $2.00 Dealers Directory 500 Whole¬ 
salers; $3.50, Weekly Bookkeeping Book; $4.95, 
Dealers Firearms or Ammunition Record Book; 
$4.95 ea., Class III License Manuals, Forms; $3.00, 
How to Obtain Concealed Gun Permits; $2.00, How 
to Make Legal Explosive Bullets; $2.00 NEW 1979 
Book Catalog Listing Hundreds of Books on: Sur¬ 
vival, Self-Defense, CIA Materials, Ordnance, etc., 
$1.00 Refundable, FREE Brochure, Add 10% for 
1st Class Postage, Calif. Residents Add 6% Tax, 
W. R. Reddick, 1923H Abbott, San Diego 92107. 

Ex FIAG OFFICER with many years of experience 
in military adventure. Aviator parachutist, ground 
mechanized electronic warfare and urban tactical 
infiltration countermeasure. Contact Evans Godwinth 
212-255-3195. 

I AM INTERESTED in one or more meres, with 
knowledge of South America, especially Paraguay. 
{212)298-3322. 


TASER WEAPON SYSTEM—FIRST ALTERNATIVE 
TO HANDGUN. Retail/Wholesale. Distributor/Deal¬ 
er inquiries invited. Enclose S.A.S.E. Quality Crea¬ 
tions, 2801 Biscayne, Youngstown, Ohio 44505. 

S.W.A.T. & MERC, custom made nylon web gear, 
rap. harness, ammo, belts, knife sheaths. Lg. SASE 
for info. Webbing Inc., 2601 N. Trosper Dr., Okla. 
City, OK 73161. 

TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE: Can export/ 
import hardware, anytime anywhere. Transactions 
held in strictest confidence. R. D., P.O. Box 9786, 
Towson, MD 21204. 


SPARE TIME MONEY mailing our circulars. Start 
immediately. Can-Do Interprises, Post Office Box 
6334b, Augusta, GA 30906. 

SELL GUNS! Sensational part or full time income! 
Free information and free dealer catalog! MESA, 
Drawer 9045-FR, Steamboat Springs, Colorado 
80477. 

NAZI WAR SOUVENIRS! includes Daggers, Swords, 
Helmets, Flags, Uniforms, everything! Illustrated 
catalog $10.bill (refundable). Disco, Box 331-X, 
Cedarburg, Wl 53012. 

SURVIVE IN ANY HAND-TO-HAND ENCOUNTER! 

Effective unarmed, knife, stick and close-in com- 
batives requires more than mere “techniques"! You 
need COMBAT-PROVEN Tactical Skills! Exclusive, 
authentic manual, “THE TACTICAL SKILLS OF 
HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT (SELF-DEFENSE)" 
could save your life! No-nonsense, designed for 
COMBAT, not sport. Send $7 cash or money order 
to: Bradley J. Steiner, 6060 North 7th Street, No. 58, 
Phoenix, Arizona 85014. 


CERTIFICATES, parachutists, firearms qualification, 
Vietnam death cert., combat vet, and care and 
maintenance of firearms cert. Any 5 for $5.00. Cash 
only. 4315 East Davison, Detroit, Ml. 48212. 

ARMY VET RANGER—mere and clandestine mis¬ 
sions. Valid passport. All replies acknowledged. R. 
Bussher (J. C.), Box 22, UncasVille, CT 06382. 

WANTED: Small automatic pistol, .22, .25, etc. Good 
condition. Reply with price/description. Randall 
Liebeck, Box 405, Marion, NC 28752. 

RETREAT PROPERTY—Tax Shelter—Inflation 
Hedge—Agricultural Venture—Recreational Vaca¬ 
tion Home. All of these objectives may be met in a 
single project located in a Southeastern state. Seek¬ 
ing interested individuals or families willing and able 
to make moderate investment for self-sufficiency or 
financial reasons. Details available-on request. All 
inquiries strictly confidential. Ragnarok, 85 Cross¬ 
over Road, Fairport, New York 14450. 

EASY MONEY, 4 reports: telling how to raise 
$10,000 overnight, getting credit and loans, get rich 
enjoying yourself, making big money without work¬ 
ing. All 4 reports now only $5.00. Send cash, check 
or 1 M.O. to Easy Printing, 4315 East Davison, Detroit, 
Ml 4 8212. _ _ 

NEW WRITERS: Unpublished Manuscripts? Agents 
for Sports, Recreation, Judo, Military. Authors: We 
market your published books. Free information; 
State interest. New Age World Services and Books, 
c/o Sports Editor, P.O. Box 3086, Huntington Park, 
CA 90255. 

EX-MARINE VIET COMBAT exper. with recon. 
Interested in employment with mercenary unit. G.S. 
c/o 1122 Sheridan, Bay City, Ml 48707. Apt. #3. 

AIRBORNE AND PARACHUTING INSIGNIA col¬ 
lected—all countries. Best prices paid. Contact: 
Peter Heims, Tilt Corner, Stroke Road, Cobham, 
Surrey, England KT11 3BQ. 

NEW PALADIN~CATALOG. Comprehensive list of 

U.S. and foreign books: guns, silencers, unusual 
weapons, knife fighting, survival, guerrilla warfare, 
explosives, demolition, ordnance, self-defense, 
technical manuals, field manuals, field crafts. Many 
unusual, hard-to-find books. Send $1.00 for fascinat¬ 
ing catalog. Paladin Press, Box 1307-SFC, Boulder, 
Colorado 80306. 

INTERESTED IN S.M.G.s? A firearms research or¬ 

ganization is offering full-scale schematic drawings 
and instructions for the construction of a first quality 
S.M.G. Features: 17" length, 9mm or .45 ACP, 550 
RPM, finger-tip take down, quick-change barrel, 
silencer, $7. Full-scale machinists drawings for MAC 
10 LOWER RECEIVER, $3. R&R Enterprises, Box 
385, J efferson, SD 57038. 

MAN AMONG MEN: Be One. Get your copy of 
“Green Beret" Handbook. Send $4.95. Spectre, P.O. 
Box 312, Dept.-1 A, Ayer, MA 01432. 

ORIGINAL French Foreign Legion Unit Insignia, 
heavy metal and enamel: First Regiment of Infantry 
(Mexican eagle) or 13th Demi Brigade, $20.00 each. 
DEEP RIVER ARMORY, 5700 Star, Houston, Texas 
77057. 

MAD MAN’S BOOK OF FORMULAS: How to make, 
Step-by-Step goodies like knockout drops, explosives, 
silencers, poisons, letter Bombs, and many others. A 
must in completing your library. Second Printing at 
$9.95. Act Now. Trisha Ostrowski, P.O. Box 049769, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53204. 

PROFESSIONAL PERSONNEL, experienced in 
covert operations, investigative techniques, special 
forces operations, and personal protection, are 
available for short term, high risk assignments. 
Contact: D. W., P.O. Box 761, Mobile, Alabama 
36601. 

HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT TECHNIQUES PULL 
NO PUNCHES—DISPLAY NO MERCY! Now you 
can master the TACTICS that make the techniques 
effective in a life-or-dedth fight! Order the priceless 
combat/survival manual, “THE TACTICAL SKILLS 
OF HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT (SELF-DEFENSE)" 
before your life is on the line! Send $7 cash or money 
order to: Bradley .J. Steiner, 6060 North 7th Street, 
No. 58, Phoenix, Arizona 85014. 


EXPLOSIVES MADE EASILY, cheaply from farm 
fertilizer. Blast dugouts, stumps, rocks, instructions 
$2.00, DeFost, Box 995, Prince Albert, Sask., CAN¬ 
ADA S6V2P3 1 

FREE, news on Rhodesia and Africa. Read the 
PATRIOT for ALL the news plus many records and 
tapes that you cannot get ANYWHERE else. Send 
for free assortment. Rev. James Betts, P.O. Box 
2345, Overland, Missouri 63114. 

AIRBORNE/elite unit books our specialty, free list. 
The Battery Book Shop, P.O. Box 3107H, Uptown 
Station, Nashville, Tennessee 37219. 


BERLIN IS UNIQUE! Exceptional book^ocumentary 
on the most fantastic, historical and unlucky city in 
the world and its famed wall. “It Happened at the 
Wall": 168 pictures, 113 pages, paraphrased in 5 
languages. Watch and live the atrocities perpetrated 
by the Vopos, the impossible escapes, In a scenefy 
of international plots and spies. Not sold anywhbre 
else In the world but in West Berlin. Limited offer. 
Immediate shipment. $12.50 check or M.O. to Tony 
Zanti, USBER (BASC), APO, N.Y. 09742. 

“CONGO MERCENARY” is for sale in America for 
the first time. Col. “Mad" Mike Hoare, this cen¬ 
tury’s most famous mercenary, tells the full story of 
his command of the mercenary Fifth Commando in 
the Congo. Send $15.00 to Free Companion Press, 
Box 542, Sugar Land. Texas 77478. 

LEARN TO FOOL POWER METERS for survival. 
Completely undetected. Complete information and 
diagrams on how others have stopped and slowed 
down home and apartment power meters. Very con¬ 
troversial! Hurry! Power Services, Box 415SF, 
Watkinsville, GA 30677. 

UNBELIEVABLE BARGAIN! Ask any numismatist! 
Authentic Kaiser’s devaluation banknotes. Original 
certificates of German postwar bankruptcy for 
millions marks, are over 50 years old. Just a few 1000 
escaped the fire. Extremely rare in the States. Easy 
to resell to hungry collectors. Package contents 
50, 20, 10 million mark certificates plus 5 misc. 
bills for thousands of marks, some Nazi era, some 
Kaiser's era. Limited offer, immediate shipment. 
$25.00, check or M.O. to Tony Zanti, USBER (BASC), 
APO N.Y. 09742. 


U.S. MARINES AIRBORNE SHIRTS with gold recon 
parachute insignia. T-shirts, $5.50, sweatshirts, 
$8.50, gym shorts, $5.50. Add $1.00 for P&H. Bro- 
mack Ent., 756 12th St. #A, Manhattan Beach, CA 
90266. 

S.W.A.T.-COMBAT shotgun magazine extensions. 
Increase firepower. 7 shot (18" barrels), 8 shot (20" 
barrels), for Remington 870, 1100, Winchester 1200, 
Browning A5, only $18.00 postpaid. 10 shot (26" 
barrels) for 1100s, 870s, 1200s only $36.00 postpaid. 
Police Equipment Sales, 130 McKinley, Elmhurst, 
IL 60126. 

POLICE BURGLAR ALARM: sleep secure in any 
room (with door), opening of door sets off powerful 
siren; $5.95 + 1.00 PP & Hdlg. Write: J. Bolger, 
Dept. SFj 14813 Dorrance, Bridgeton, MO 63044 
(Dealer inquiries invited). 

REMAIL SERVICE—Confidential Remails, 50c 

per letter. Canada or U.S.A. Williams Remail Serv¬ 
ice, Box 835, Adelaide St., Toronto, Ont., Canada. 
M5C2K1.__ 

VETERANS OF VIETNAM! LISTEN UP!! Now you 
can receive the appreciation which you never got 
while you were there! We did it for them! A Diploma 
style Certificate thanking you for your contribution 
to South Vietnam’s fight against World Communism, 
for the hardships you endured for them. Space 
provided tor your name, rank, unit and period of 
service. Frame it! Put it up for all to see, and don’t 
be ashamed, because you did your part when called 
on by your country! They also make a nice gift for 
your friends. $12.95 plus $2.00 Postage and handling 
to: Operation “Country Fair,’ P.O. Box 3014, Rex- 
dale Station “B,“ Rexdale, Ontario, Canada M9V 
2G2. 

ADVENTURER: 25, former U.S. Army, Vietnam 
veteran. Familiar with most weapons. Qualifications: 
marksman. Well educated. Seeking employment as 
Guard, Soldier, Messenger-Courier . . . anything 
with adventure, travel, and reasonable financial 
income. Security background. Prefer contract work, 
but all offers considered. Available to travel im¬ 
mediately with transportation and expenses paid. 
Contact: “Inferno," c/o R. Teske, Jr., 1 Grafton 
Street, Millbury, MA 01527, 617-865-4612. 

MAD MAN’S BOOK OF FORMULAS: How to make, 
step-by-step goodies like Knockout Drops, Explo¬ 
sives, Silencers, Poisons, Letter Bombs, and Many 
others. A Must in Completing your library. Second 
Printing at $9.95. Act now. Jim Multaler, 1858 West 
Arrow Street, Milwaukee, Wl 53204. 


MILITARY FIGHTING KNIVES & bayonets for sale 
by private collector. Send 50® for descriptive list to: 
Robert Mesecke, P.O. Box 258, Ridgewood, NY 
11227. 

WANTED—EMPLOYMENT. Two years infantry, 
armor (Canada) Weapons specialist—9mm to 105mm, 
Ferret to Centurion. Parachutist, marksman, climber. 
Bodyguard, soldier, advisor, anything that offers 
adventure, money, travel. D.B. 1731 Longueuil, 
St. Bruno, Que., Canada J3V 4E9. 

SURVIVAL WIRE SAWS Three Interwoven ~20" 

Silicon Steel blades. $4.33 Money Orders. Select Line 
Sales, Box SF391. P.C., HI 96782. 
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NAZI-Collectors M-43 Style 
^ Black S-S Caps. Only S14.00 
Postpaid. Order your size NOW. 
■ Our 224 page fully illustrated 
™ catalog only $2.00 (free with 


^ order). 


Over 40,000 Items in Stock 


WAV. #2 Ltd. (F) Box #2063 


St. Louis, MO. 63158 


JUNGLE TENT HAMMOCK 

For Outdoor Comfort-Rainproof TopMosqufto 
JProof Netting-Zipper Side Opening-28”x 74” 



$39.95 

$300 Post./Handl. 
Tyco Co., INC., Dept7sXF78344 Leesburg Pike.VA. 22180 


.. Secrets, .... Learned 
Long Ago in the Orient ... 





Shadow Systems’ 
own brand of custom made 
Nunchqcks, for law enforcement 
personnel or anyone who needs an extra 
hand. They’re hand finished of indestructible 
black Micarta and double strung for extra 
strength and control. To order yours, send 
$17.95 plus a dollar for shipping and 
insurance to: 


A 


SHADOW SYSTEMS 
P.O. BOX 28222 
ATLANTA, GA. 30328 




BUMPER 

STICKERS 

2 FOR $1 

Send check or money order to: 

S.A.R. 

P.O. BOX 34-1728 
CORAL GABLES, FLA. 33134 



..“THE 
POWER 
TO CLOUD 


MEN’S MINDS”.. 


,. or at least make an attacker 
change his mind!!! Stronger 
mace, more effective than tear gas, 

Chemical Shield® instantly and com¬ 
pletely incapacitates one or a number of 
attackers. Now—protection in your hand 
whenever you have your keys with you. Easily 
carried in the hand, this non-lethal weapon will 
send a stream of protection into an attacker’s 
face, causing unbearable agony. Floors of tears 
will stream up from his eyes. He will have diffi¬ 
culty breathing, double up, and be wholly , 
incapacitated. You can escape unharmed. 4 


To Order 

Send $9.95 + $1.00 Postage to: 

SHADOW SYSTEMS 
P. O. BOX 28222 - SOF 
ATLANTA, GA. 30328 
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COMING SOON TO A THEATRE NEAR YOU! 


BURTON, MOORE, HARRIS, KRUGER 

ARE... 


saiaicrrcActt 

AAM 

BICORDS A TAPIS 


READ 

THE 

BANTAM 

BOOK 

PAPERBACK 


HARDY 

KRUGER 


'THE WHO GEESE" 

AU05TAMU<& 

S FfCOMY FUANX FtNlAV-8AS*T fOSTIR • HONAIO H.ASE* • KENNtTH CWtFlIM 
HN kAM • DAVID IADD * ROSAUND UOVD' WINSTON NtSHQNA * LACK WATSON 
AND 

STEWART GRANGER 
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9134 $39.60 

2 vols. count as 2 selections 


3061 $12.50 


AIKWAR 

EctoeidJabbTSki 


Climb aboard! 

Here are the deadly aircraft...hard-fighting 
infantrymen...raging naval battles... 
yours to thrill to when you choose 
from this outstanding selection 
of military books 


1222 $14.95 


4010 2vols. $35.00 


*1 A PICTORIAL 
HISTORY OF THE 

1923-1945 



7013 $15.00 


8805 $12.95 


1321 $9.95 


4283 $10.95 


5702 $14.95 


Tank 

Htatorr d ow Anmxrad RgNtaff 
KtnmOiMMkMr JoiwHteMar 


2642 $9.95 


3145 $6.95 


3079 $14.95 



& SILENT 
U VICTORY 


GUDERiAN 

CmioroMMBiiuvrtag 


S,:l 1 1 1 1 ^ Cvtfl-fl 
UKii.in. . 


1842 $12.95 3152 $12.95 1453 $8.95 5629 2 vote. $25.75 2592 $10.95 2170 $12.50 4812 $12.50 6585 $12.95 6924 2 vols. $17.50 


Military Book Club 

Dept. SR-382. Garden City. N.Y. 11530 

Please accept my application for membership in the Military 
Book Club and send me the 4 books whose numbers I have 
printed in the boxes below. Bill me only 98C plus shipping and 
handling. I understand that I need buy only 4 more books at 
regular low Club prices during the first 2 years of my mem¬ 
bership to complete my purchase commitment. My. member¬ 
ship will be subject to the terms and conditions presented in 
this ad. 

No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining my 4 
selections, I m&y return the books within 10 days. My mem¬ 
bership will be canceled and I will owe nothing. 

Note: If you select AIRWAR, write the number in 2 boxes, 
then choose 2 more selections. 


Mr. 


Miss 

Address- 


-Apt. No._ 


City- 


State_Zip_- 

Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members will 
be sen/iced from Toronto. Offer slightly different in Canada. 24-M100 


J 


Any 4 books for only 98 c 

with membership 


Man the bombsight of a B-24 sent to knock out oilfields at 
Ploesti. Zigzag up a burning beach on D-day, clearing the way 
with hand grenades' and mortar fire. Keep your eyes peeled 
for enemy periscopes in the North Atlantic. Fight alongside 
tank commanders, fighter pilots, gunner’s mates and tough 
dogface soldiers in Africa, the Pacific, Europe, Korea and 
Vietnam. 

Now you can thrill to all this and more with the outstand¬ 
ing books shown and described on this page. They’re yours 
through the MILITARY BDOK CLUB, which offers big savings 
on the kind of books you love. Just choose your first four 
volumes and mail the application below. Send no money- 
we’ll bill you. 

How the Club works 

After your membership’s accepted, you’ll receive your four 
books for 98$ plus shipping and handling. If you are not 
satisfied, return them within 10 days, cancel your member¬ 
ship, and you owe nothing. 

Once you’ve purchased just four books during your first 
two years of membership you may resign at any time. 

About every four weeks (14 times a year) you’ll receive, 
free, the Club's magazine describing the coming selection and 
alternates, which save you up to 30% off publisher's edition 
prices. 


If you want the selection, do nothing, it will be shipped to 
you automatically. If you want an alternate, or no book at all, 
indicate your preference on the order form and return it by 
the date specified. That date allows you 10 days to decide. If 
you receive an unwanted selection because you had less than 
10 days, return it at our expense. There is a shipping and 
handling charge on all books shipped. 

The Military Book Club offers its own complete, hardbound 
editions sometimes altered in size to fit special presses and 
save members even more. 


More books to choose from 


1701 History of the Second 
World War. B.H, Uddell Hart. 
Every major battle. 

Pub. ed. $12.50 

2121 Luftwaffe: A History. 

Edited by Harold Faber. Fascinat¬ 
ing story of the self-defeating 
world of the Luftwaffe high com¬ 
mand. Pub. ed. $15.00 
3053 Thunderbolt at War. 
William N. Hess. Stirring story of 
the World War II daylight bomber 
escort, the “Jug.” Pub. ed. $10.95 


5843 Soviet Air Force Since 
1918. Alexander Boyd. Detailed 
account of growth of USSR’s air 
power. Illus. Pub. ed. $10.95 
6601 Stonewall in the Valley. 
Robert G. Tanner, Jackson's mas¬ 
terful campaign in vivid detail. 
Illus. Pub. ed. $10.00 
1255 Submarines. Richard 
Garrett. The metamorphosis of the 
submarine. An exciting contribu¬ 


tion to the history of naval war¬ 
fare. Illus. Pub. ed. $14.95 

Note: Prices shown are publisher's edition prices. 


























































